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PRISONVIEWS 


PRISONVIEWS is a collection of writings about 
prisoners, the prison system and prison struggles and their 
interaction with the outside world as viewed from the day- 
to-day prison activities of Sundiata. AS with all articles 
throughout this book, most were written at the request of 
the periodicals in which they appeared. Others were 
unsolicited writings in response to a particular event. 


"Stop the Koncentration Kamps" is an appeal to the 
prisoners at Trenton State Prison (TSP) by Sundiata to assist 
in halting his forced out-of-state transfer. Because of his 
political writings and background, the TSP prison officials 
sought to silence him by initiating proceedings to banish him 
to a remote maximum security federal prison camp. The 
article was written for the TSP Prison Newspaper but was 
never printed due to censorship by the prison administration. 
But similar appeals to the general public and legal maneu- 
vers did force the state to stay its hand for four more years. 
Then in the middle of the night in September 1979, the state 
secretly transferred Sundiata to the federal prison system— 
the first leg of a thousand mile journey to the infamous 
maximum security koneentration kamp at Marion, Illinois. 
As predicted in the article, three years later droves of other 
state prisoners at TSP were forcefully transferred to distant 
federal camps. This same banishment process is now a 
common occurrence in most state prisons, and often at court 
sentencings, all across the country. 


"Political Perspective of the U.N. Proposal" was 
written at the request of Anthony Jalil Bottom, a Black 
Liberation Army (BLA) comrade who at that time was a San 
Quentin, California state prisoner and is the originator of 
the Prisoners' U.N. Campaign. Early in the Campaign, he 
asked Sundiata to write a political perspective of the 
proposed Campaign and to take responsibility for organizing 
a demonstration at the U.N. on August 21, 1977 in support of 
political prisoners. The basic purpose of the article was to 
summarize the primary concepts of the Campaign as 
eoncéived by the originators on the West Coast, put them 
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into a common political perspective and use it as an 
introduction to the Campaign on the East Coast. It first 
appeared in An Afrikan P.O.W. Journal, a political journal 
of the New Afrikan Prisoners Organization (NAPO). 


"August 21 Harlem Prisoners Support Demonstration" 
was written under a pseudonym in an internal BLA newslet- 
ter. It is a report to other BLA comrades on the results of 
the U.N. Campaign up to that point and it explains why the 
planned U.N. demonstration was changed at the last minute 
to a Harlem prisoners' support program. It also provides a 
brief insight into problems that still plague the revolutionary 
movement in the U.S., even today. 


"Letter to the U.N. Human Rights Commission" was 
written as part of the ongoing U.N. mass mail campaign. 
Ultimately, the U.N. Campaign did succeed in getting U.N. 
representatives to recognize and visit several U.S. political 
prisoners, P.O.W.'s, and prisons in August 1979. One ironic 
injustice of the whole affair is that Anthony Jalil Bottom, 
the originator and prime mover of the U.N. Campaign, was 
not even on the list (made up by outside organizations) of 
political prisoners visited by the U.N. representatives. 


"Prison Struggles and Human Rights" was written for 
the Black Star, a political newspaper of the Afrikan Peoples 
Party (APP). The fundamental purpose of the article was to 
bring public attention to numerous other deserving political 
prisoners who were waging arduous struggle throughout U.S. 
prisons. 


"Letter to the Editor of Seven Days" was written in 
response to the first time a major white left periodical 
published a list of political prisoners and included numerous 
BLA P.O.W.'s in the list. Seven Days did not print the 
letter. 


"The Black Prisoner" was written for the Black Star 
newspaper, but was never published due to production 
problems. In the meantime, the African People's Socialist 
Party (APSP) asked Sundiata for a comprehensive resource 
paper on the historical background of the black prisoner in 
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the U.S. Sundiata solicited the help of BLA comrades Safiya 
Bukhari, who contributed a paper on "The Black Woman 
Prisoner," and Dhoruba Moore, who contributed a paper on 
"The Connection between an Armed Organization and a Mass 
Organization." These two articles, together with the article 
on "The Black Prisoner" were forwarded to APSP as a 
package. APSP printed up the article on "The Black 
Prisoner" in leaflet form and circulated it to their mailing 
list. 


"The Marion Strike" was written for the International 
Committee for a United Front International Labor Defense 
(IC-UFILD) newsletter under a pseudonym. 


STOP THE KONCENTRATION KAMPS 


The state of New Jersey, in collusion with the U.S. 
Government, is trying its utmost to send me 1300 miles away 
to a federal or military koncentration kamp at Leavenworth, 
Kansas. The final outcome of this scheme goes far beyond 
my own personal situation because it is a blatant political 
move to make national koncentration kamps official in the 
U.S. I have no federal or military convictions and, in fact, I 
don't even have any federal or military charges or warrants 
pending. So, if the state is successful in forcibly transfer- 
ring me to Leavenworth, then any prisoner from any state is 
subject to the same outrage. 


We have already seen how the treacherous MCU 
behavior modification unit was installed by first claiming it 
was only for the violent, uncontrollable prisoners. This 
always was a blatant lie because the overwhelming majority 
of us in MCU have no prior prison violence on our records 
whatsoever. The MCU behavior modification unit was a 
political move from the very beginning. But even that aside, 
now any and every prisoner throughout the New Jersey 
prison system is immediately put in MCU for any small 
reason—and often for no reason—as was recently done to the 
New World of Islam brothers. Even though they may start 
with me, if they are successful in the transfer, then you will 
be next. Thus every prisoner at Trenton State Prison and 
throughout the New Jersey prison system has a personal 
stake in helping to halt my, or any other prisoner's, forcible 
transfer. And you have a stake in struggling to close down 
the MCU behavior modification unit, the Vroom Psychiatric 
Readjustment Unit and all similar lock-up units, because you 
are next in line as soon as room becomes available either in 
these units or at Leavenworth, Kansas. 


So I ask prisoners here and in other New Jersey prisons 
to write and to have your visitors, family and friends write 
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(or you write the letter and send it to them to sign and mail) 
to local Black, Third World and progressive newspapers, 
radio stations, community leaders, organizations, politicians 
and government officials demanding that the state of New 
Jersey cease its involvement in building up konecentration 
kamps in the U.S. by halting the forcible transfer of its 
prisoners out of state. Also demand that they dismantle the 
sinister and racist MCU behavior modification unit and all 
similar lock-up units in the prisons. Since we people of color 
make up 95% of the prisoners in these horror units, but, 
interestingly enough, we don't come close to this high rate 
of representation in the minimum security outside kamps, 
halfway houses, furlough programs, etc., then even a child 
ean see that these units are nothing but racist fronts for 
repressing, terrorizing, experimenting on and murdering 
Black and Third World political prisoners, prisoners in 
general and eventually people in general—and they should be 
dismantled immediately. 


Trenton State Prison/MCU 
12/4/76 


POLITICAL PERSPECTIVE OF THE U.N. PROPOSAL 


The U.N. Proposal is a campaign originating from 
within the prisons to initiate a national complaint and 
petition campaign to the United Nations. Because it was 
begun by prisoners, a major focus of the complaints and 
petitions has been to address the inhumane and genocidal 
conditions in the prisons, including the issue of the prison 
system itself as it exists in the U.S. and the territories under 
U.S. control or occupation. The U.N. Proposal is an on- 
going mass campaign to publicize these inhumane conditions 
and present them before the various appropriate U.N. 
commissions with recommendations for rectifying these 
conditions. A mass march/rally at the U.N. is tentatively 
planned to take place on/about August 21, 1977 to demon- 
strate support for the petition and political prisoners. 
Grievances, in the form of actual petitions, will be submit- 
ted to the U.N. Subcommission on the Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities between August 
22 and September 9, 1977, to the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission in January, 1978 and to the World Conference to 
Combat Racism later in the year of 1978. It is hoped that 
the U.N. will hear the petition, adopt our recommendations 
and enact measures to correct the situation. Towards the 
end of 1977, the national prison movement will move toward 
building a National Prison Organization. 


In actuality, the U.N. Proposal seeks to be more than a 
"prison issue" or "prison movement." Hopefully it will 
develop into a mass movement. It originated in the prisons 
because of the extreme concentration of oppression there 
and also because: 


"only the prison movement has shown any prom- 
ise of cutting across the ideological, racial and 
cultural barricades that have blocked the natural 
coalition of left-wing forces in the past. So this 
movement must be used to provide an example. 
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The issues involved and the dialetics which flow 
from an understanding of the clear objective 
existence of overt oppression could be a spring- 
board for our entry into the tide of inereasing 
world-wide socialist consciousness." 

—George Jackson 


George was pointing out the "barricades" blocking not 
simply the advancement of the "prison struggle,” but which 
prevent the advancement of the overall class and national 
liberation struggle in amerikKKa. Likewise, the U.N, 
Proposal seeks not only to mobilize a national prison 
movement, but also a national mass movement of the 
oppressed people in amerikKKa. It seeks to present 4 
medium for articulating the grievances, organizing and 
mobilizing oppressed classes, nationalities, sectors ant 
groups in the context of the overall class and national 
liberation struggle on a national scale. 


Bar None/epf 
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Political Perspective 


If the U.N. Proposal is to address the "prison move- 
ment" and the "mass movement" within the context of the 
overall class and national liberation struggle, then its 
politics must articulate those same principles when present- 
ing the grievances of each participating class, nationality, 
sector or group. It is assumed that each participant in the 
U.N. Campaign is oppressed in some particular form or 
another or that they support the grievances presented by 
those who are oppressed. 


Each oppressed class, nationality, sector or group that 
participates should articulate its own particular form of 
oppression and present recommendations for rectifying the 
injustices inflicted upon them. Thus prisoners will draw up 
documents that represent the particular form of oppression 
for prisoners within the overall context of the class and 
national liberation struggle. And they will present recom- 
mendations to the U.N. for redressing these grievances, 
Likewise, oppressed nationalities will articulate the griev- 
ances and recommendations to the U.N. from the political 
perspective of that oppressed nation within the overall 
context of the struggle. Oppressed classes will articulate 
the grievances and recommendations from the political 
viewpoint of the oppressed class. And so forth for each 
group. Thus the "politics of anti-oppression," anti-class 
oppression, national oppression, sexual oppression, political 
oppression, intellectual oppression (education), chronological 
oppression (agism), religious oppression, ete., presented 
within the context of the class and national liberation 
Struggle will be the "general political perspective" to be 
expressed by all throughout the U.N. Campaign. 


A number of participants in the Campaign are already 
preparing documents to be used to draw up the petitions to 
the U.N. Other documents are in the proposal stage. The 
proposed content of the documents illustrates the general 
political perspective they will take. Following are a 
representative sample of the general direction, highlights or 
partial contents of some of the proposed documents. 
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Prisoners 


Prisoners and prison support groups are working on a 
document to present to the U.N. concerning U.S. capital- 
ism/imperialism's use of prisons as a means to control and 
suppress people so that capitalism may perpetuate itself, 
The criminal justice system provides the legal cover for this 
suppression. We are not deceived by the lie that prisons and 
the criminal justice system seek to rehabilitate people. We 
recognize that prisons are instruments of class and national 
oppression. They are part of the systematic program of 
genocide used against Black, Native American, Puerto 
Rican, Chicano, Asian and other Third World people in the 
U.S. in an attempt to physically destroy and/or control their 
national destiny, aspirations and hopes for the future. Poor 
White, working class, marginally employed, unemployed and 
welfare recipients constitute the large majority of White 
prisoners. Inhumane conditions and atrocities are inflicted 
upon all prisoners in general, yet often political prisoners 
and P.O.W.'s are singled out for special oppression. 


We want an end to the death penalty, long-term 
segregation, behavior modification, drug experimentation, 
brutality and censorship. We want protection of women's 
rights during pregnancy and the right for women to 
determine who will care for their children. We want an end 
to forced out-of-state transfers. We believe that the 
Convention of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide (U.N. 1948) which forbids genocide of Third 
World people, the 13th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
which condemns involuntary servitude and the Declaration 
of Human Rights and the Geneva Accords which forbid the 
mistreatment of Prisoners of War do apply to men and 
women imprisoned in the U.S. We demand that the above- 
mentioned grievances be exposed and condemned by the 
U.N. before the world, that these conditions be rectified 
and specifically that the U.N. take up the issue of the 
existence of political P.O.W.'s in U.S. prisons, treatment of 
prisoners and P.O.W.'s and their demand of exile in a non- 
imperialistic country as provided for in the U.N. document 
on Exile/Banishment. 
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The Working Class and Trade Unions 


It is proposed that workers and unions organize to 
present a document to the U.N. condemning capitalism/im- 
perialism as exploitative of the working class and discrimi- 
nating in hiring policy because of institutionalized racism. 
Because it produces a socio-economic crisis to motivate 
forced, cheap and compulsory labor, middle and lower class 
people are virtual wage slaves at the mercy of the 
pourgeoisie drive for profits. Recommendations consist of 
building an international import and export trade commis- 
sion composed of all countries that will establish regulatory 
non-profit, non-commissioned trade rights with each country 
having access to goods according to their needs, resources 
and production. Additional recommendations could seek an 
international arrangement that will bring about a more equal 
redistribution of the world's wealth and restore to workers 
the results of their own labor. 


Oppressed Nationalities 


It is proposed that each oppressed nationality present a 
document to the U.N. charging U.S. capitalism/imperialism 
with genocide in its 500-year history of systematically 
exterminating and/or controlling the natural growth and 
development of the Native Americans, Black and Third 
World nationalities. Support the right of all oppressed 
nationalities to self-determination, national liberation and 
independence. 


Progressive and Revolutionary Organizations 


It is proposed that progressive and revolutionary 
organizations present a document to the U.N. bringing the 
charge of genocide against the U.S. in that capitalism/im- 
perialism has a long and bloody history of political assassina- 
tions, infiltrations, subversions, frame-ups and repression of 
political organizations and movements that represented the 
true aspirations and desires of the oppressed classes and 
nationalities (i.e., abolitionists, populists, wobblies, UNIA, 
the Rosenbergs, Malcolm X, the Panthers, etc.). Organize 
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the masses, educate them to the destructive nature of 
capitalism/imperialism and mobilize them around issues of 
their daily oppression to support the U.N. Campaign, 
Designate delegates or committees to work with oppressed 
masses in presenting their grievances to the U.N. Develop 
guidelines to further unity among all oppressed peoples, 
nationalities and organizations in solidarity against capital- 
ism/imperialism. 


Schools and Universities 


Students, teachers scholars and intellectuals should 
organize to prepare a document to the U.N. stating that the 
U.S. educational system and process instills and ferments 
racist ideology and thinking for all persons through all 
educational levels. They should demand that the true 
history and culture of Black, Third World and oppressed 
people be taught giving greater dimensions for pride, dignity 
and identity to each other's nationality. Further demands 
should include that curricula should dispel individualism and 
selfishness and instead should accent creativity and collec- 
tivity. Day care centers need to be provided in all 
communities as part of the school system and educational 
process. Schools should be funded equally according to the 
number of students at the school with each community 
having control over all categories of the educational system 
within its community. 


Health Care 


It is proposed that hospitals, medical centers, health 
clinies, doctors, nurses, paramedics, psychiatrists, scientists 
and other medical personnel prepare a document in the form 
of a national malpractice suit for the U.N. condemning U.S. 
capitalism/imperialism as a genocidal disease against Black, 
Third World, poor and oppressed people contaminating the 
world with war, exploitation, misery and pollution of the 
environment. The paper could recommend banning any and 
all health organizations such as the Red Cross, HOPE, 
CARE, Peace Corps and AID whenever these organizations 
are found to be CIA operational fronts for genocidal health 
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ractices. Seek to build a World Health Council of medical 
ersonnel and organizations to wipe out contagious/lethal 
diseases, malnutrition, famine, pollution and malpractice of 
medicine throughout the world. In the name of health and 
life for all the world's people, an International Humanity 
Council should be formed. 


* * * * * 


The above examples are some of the projects (or 
proposed projects) of some oppressed classes, nationalities, 
sectors and groups that will participate in the mass 
march/rally at the U.N. and the presentation of petitions to 
the various commissions. Other sectors and groups that will 
be represented are Women, Youth, Aged, Environmentalists 
and any other oppressed groups who wish to present their 
grievances from the political perspective of anti-imperialist, 
anti-capitalist, anti-racist, anti-sexist, pro-socialist, pro- 
self-determination, pro-national liberationist and pro- 
independence viewpoint. 


Function of the Steering Committee 


The Steering Committee is responsible for the overall | 
organization and coordination of the campaign to march/ral- | 
ly at the U.N. on/about August 21, 1977 (commemorating 
George Jackson) and for the coordination of the presentation | 
of the actual petition to be submitted to the Subcommission 
between August 22 and September 9, 1977 (commemorating 
Attica), to the U.N. Human Rights Commission in Janary 
1978 and to the World Conference on Racism later in 1978. | 


Some of their particular duties include: 


1) Setting up an East Coast headquarters in 
New York City with mailing address and tel- 
ephone. 

2) Securing a permit to hold the August 21 

march/rally at the U.N. and laying out of the 

march route (tentatively from the Tombs to the 

U.N. Plaza). 
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3) Mobilizing the East Coast and surrounding 
area for the August 21 march/rally, taking into 
consideration any special needs for transportation, 
housing, security and medical provisions. 

4) Set up liaison between U.N. representatives 
(Subcommittees, Liberation Movements, etc.), 
prisons, West Coast, and various affiliated organi- 
zations. 

5) Set up a program for speakers for August 21 
march/rally and night workshops. 

6)  Collect/disseminate information, Propa~ 
ganda, set guidelines and organizational themes 
for August 21 mareh/rally. 

7) Fundraising. 


Themes of the August 21 March/Rally 
Themes of the March/Rally are: 


1) To show mass support for the petition to be 
submitted and to urge the U.N. to hear the 
petition. 

2) To show mass support for the prison move- 
ment (represented by Attica Now, IFA, NC Sis- 
ters, Marion Brothers, MPISC and other prison 
organizations). 

3) To show mass support for P.O.W.'s (repre- 
sented by BLA, SLA, RNA, NWLF, WUO, FALN, 
AIM, the 5 Puerto Rican Nationalists and others). 

4) To combat genocide/racism and to support 
the class/national liberation struggle for self- 
determination and independence for oppressed 
nationalities. 

5) To show unity between the mass movement 
and the prison movement and to show the need for 
a National Prison Organization. 


Chronology of Events (tentative) 


A tentative schedule of forthcoming events in the U.N. 
Campaign are: 


1) May '77 — Mass mailing of information on the 
purpose of the National Mobilization of all U.S. 
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prisoners. 

2)May '77 — Call for a mass letter writing cam- 
paign to U.N. representatives, 

3)June '77 —Signature petition distributed 
through mass mailing. 

4) August 21, '77 — March/Rally at the U.N. 

5) August 22-September 9, 1977 — Actual re- 
port/petition is to be submitted to the U.N. 
Subcommission on the Prevention of Diserimina- 
tion and Protection of Minorities at the 30th 
Session meeting in Geneva, Switzerland. The 
report will be made public by them upon review. 
6) November '77 — PPRSM manual will be distrib- 
uted in the furtherance of building a National 
Prison Organization. 

7) January '78 — Actual petition is to be submitted 
to the U.N. Human Rights Commission for review. 
The Commission will be meeting in the U.S. 
8)Later in '78— U.N. documents of the various 
oppressed classes, nationalities, sectors and 
groups will be presented to The World Conference 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
The Conference will be meeting in Ghana, Afrika. 


BUILD TO WIN! 


Trenton State Prison 
4/12/77 


AUGUST 21 PRISONERS' SUPPORT DEMONSTRATION 


The August 21 Harlem Program at the State Building 
site on 125th Street and Adam C. Powell Boulevard drew 
about 300 people including out-of-state people from Florida, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and Washington, D.C, 
Speakers and participants in the program were Linda Leaks, 
APSP; Muntu, APP; "Panama," Committee to Free the 5 
Puerto Rican Nationalists; Gil Lugo, recently released 
prisoner; Jitsu, the East; Karamoko Bay, ex-prisoner and 
author of the new book, The Right to Anger; the Uhuru Sasa 
Dancers; Akil, Attica Committee to Free Dacajewiah; 
Dafina, APP (Master of Ceremonies for the program); Akil, 
the East; Jim Haughton, Harlem Fight Back; and Bibi 
Angola, who served free chicken, rice and beans and put her 
whole soul into the effort to make the program a success. 


Other representatives and peoples attending or contri- 
buting much valuable support were the Republic of New 
Africa, National Committee to Free Dessie Woods, National 
Conference of Black Lawyers, African Liberation Support 
Committee, Frank Khali Abney Defense Committee, Mid- 
night Special, BCNS and others. Although the turn-out was 
somewhat small, the essence of the event was probably best 
summed up in a statement by Ashbulah (s/n Frankie Ziths) in 
his report to the people on both the August 21 Harlem 
Program and the September 4th Dessie Woods Atlanta 
Demonstration when he said: 


"The outstanding characteristics of both rallies were 
of a qualitative nature in that they were financed by 
dedicated black veterans in the struggle for national 
liberation, independence and self-determination in 
concert with self defense." 


The best description of what went down was summed 
up in a Burning Spear article by Linda Leaks which states: 
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"Today's rally is one of the most important black 
actions taking place in the entire United States. The 
more than 300 African people participating and being 
affected by this rally are a part of an historic event 
that symbolizes the beginning of a new era for the 
Independence Movement in this country. Today's 
rally as correctly stated in the August issue of 
Burning Spear Newspaper, represents ‘attempts to 
open a new offensive against U.S. imperialism from 
within.’ Although small in number, this Sunday 
afternoon affair comes across clearly as a mighty 
attack on the barbaric prison system in this country, 
which is one of the primary oppressive tools used to 
keep us in colonial bondage. 


The ten to twelve speakers at this rally represent a 
variety of causes and ideologies with the main point 
of unity being the militant, uncompromising stance 
against U.S. imperialism. The anti-colonial character 
of this rally is clearly displayed and expressed. From 
wall to wall around this impressive looking structure 
are posters declaring their organization's position 
against colonial oppression. One sign reads, 'Smash 
colonial terror against black women, Free Dessie 
Woods.' Another reads, 'Repression breads resistance, 
Free all political prisoners.' Several prominently 
displayed red, black and green posters quoted 
murdered Black Liberation Army comrade Zayd Malik 
Shakur, 'I shall not compromise and to the last pulse 
in my veins I shall Resist, Resist and Resist.' 


As the afternoon wears on and the evening begins 
to set in, along with the chilling air, the urgency and 
significance of this rally becomes clearer to everyone 
present. It is a rally that clearly puts forth its 
understanding that the only way peace and freedom 
can come for black people is through the total 
destruction of the U.S. imperialist state apparatus 
that holds our lives within its illegitimate power; 
these are the words of the solidarity message from 
the African People's Socialist Party. 
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It is now dusk, the chilling air has become icy. 
Some participants have left, but the majority are still 
here. The people who are still here are, no doubt, the 
persons who came out because they are concerned 
with the most pressing issue facing African people in 
this country today—-and that is the question of 
prisons and political prisoners. The people appear to 
be satisfied with what has transpired here today. 


The August 21 Rally is just a small part of a larger 
campaign designed to take the question of violation 
of human rights of people in prison to the United 
Nations in the form of petitions. The petitions 
presented to several sub-committees within the U.N. 
will include recommendations that the United 
Nations: (1) Recognize the existence of political 
prisoners in the U.S. prisons and make it an official 
status; (2) Take up the issues concerning the harsh 
and genocidal treatment of U.S. prisoners, the death 
penalty, brutality, assassinations, long-term lock-ups, 
behavior modification experiments, forced druggings, 
woman-child rights, forced out-of-state transfers,the 
overwhelming black and Third World make-up of the 
total prison population, outrageously long sentences 
and a host of other atrocities; (3) implement a means 
to free prisoners through outright reduction of sen- 
tences or through exchange of U.S. political P.O.W.'s 
(prisoners-of-war) for captured CIA spies, merce- 
naries and other U.S. reactionaries currently in Cuba, 
Eastern Europe, Africa and other Third World and 
socialist countries." 


NOTE: A recent edition of the BPP paper carried an article 
quoting Fidel Castro saying that he would release counter- 
revolutionaries in Cuba in return for release of blacks in the 
U.S. that were forced into 'crime' by unemployment, hunger, 
lack of schools, etc. 


Very good August 21 programs were simultaneously 
held in California (about 350 people) by the West Coast 
August 21 Coalition and in Baltimore (about 100 people) by a 
coalition motivated by the MPISC prisoners. There were 
various events held by comrades behind the wall to show 
solidarity with the outside actions on August 21. 
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Comrade TB (a pseudonym for Anthony Jalil Bottom) 
reports that one of the two documents submitted between 
August 22 and September 9 at Geneva did reach the floor of 
the Geneva Conference and was "favorably discussed, upon 
which members/experts of the U.N. Subcommission request- 
ed more information for further investigation." Another 
document will be sent to the Commission on Human Rights 
in January 1978 when they meet in New York and more 
information will be distributed in a December memorandum 
from the U.P.U. office in San Francisco. 


Another fundamental benefit of the August 21 event is 
that it provided a vehicle for the presentation of a call for 
the forming of a Black United Front. A meeting was 
subsequently held for the formation of a Revolutionary 
Nationalist Front at the September 4th Dessie Woods Rally 
in Atlanta. 


It now seems appropriate to put the August 21 event in 
proper perspective and it seems necessary to answer the 
questions: "What is/was the August 21 event all about?" 
and/or "What is the U.N. Campaign all about?" These ) 
questions need to be answered again because a number of 
comrades might not be clear on what was/is going down. In 
a nutshell, the answer is best summarized in a statement 
from a speech by Joe Waller on "The Political Aspects of 
Building a Mass Movement" which says: 


"For genuine liberation, revolutionary or vanguard 
parties must be built in the heat of the struggle. 
They must be formed, tested and steeled in actual 
combat which is determined by our actual capabili- 
ties, concrete time and place, and our tactical and | 
strategic objectives. An attempt to build a party 
otherwise (for example, in the sterility of classroom 
situations or the false security of closet politics) not 
only dooms our efforts to mere creation of cults and 
sects, but also provides us with politically fragile 
formations which must necessarily fold and disinte- 
grate from its first serious contest with our class 
enemy and national oppressor." 
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Naturally, Waller is talking about party building, but 
the quote is just as valid if we substitute the word "army" 
wherever "party" is used and, lest anyone forget, we are 
building an army. That is and remains our main task: Army 
Building! But we are building a political army, a (black) 
Peoples Army. There exist extreme handicaps we must (and 
will) overcome to build this Army. The greatest handicap is 
that many of our most dedicated and experienced fighters 
are in prison. We must also overcome the low ebb of 
political activity and cohesion in the black community which 
has developed in the last few years due to massive 
repression by the state, dope in the community, apathy, 
distrust, petty jealousy, paranoia, hostility and opportunism 
existing in/between many political organizations. If we are 
to learn from past mistakes, we must build an army with the 
support of the people behind it. To do this we must find 
allies and check out those allies from time to time to 
determine who is our friend and who is our enemy. 
Additionally we must check out those same factors with 
respect to our own internal organization; otherwise we leave 
ourselves vulnerable to "politically fragile formations which 
must necessarily fold and disintegrate from its first serious 
combat with our class enemy and national oppressor." 


So the U.N. Campaign presented us with the opportuni- 
ty to do a number of these things: (1) Build some support; (2) 
Form allies; (3) Test alliances; (4) Test our internal 
organization; plus (5) The U.N. program stands on its. own 
merit as a good program. Now, our organization did not 
originate the U.N. program. It was/is not a BLA program. 
It is a program that Comrade TB originated in concert with 
other West Coast organizations. But since the program has 
merit and is a worthwhile program, and since one of our 
most dedicated comrades is a prime motivator of the 
program, then as it gained momentum, it was the duty of our 
organization to close ranks behind Comrade TB and give him 
whatever support we could or at least refrain from knocking 
the program in any manner that would discourage outside 
support. Most comrades did respond in this spirit of 
comradely support; this indicates the cohesiveness that 
exists among us. But some stood aloof and frankly a number 
of comrades were not asked for support as a precaution 
against diverting our primary energy away from the main 


task. 
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Regarding the way the U.N. Campaign was organized | 
and coordinated, first Comrade TB should be commended for 
the initiative, creativity and sheer determination that he 
displayed in overcoming almost insurmountable obstacles to 
pring the U.N. Campaign to actuality. It speaks for itself 
and it stands on its own merit. But that does not mean that : 
he, nor we, did not make mistakes. He, and we, made a 
number of mistakes and frankly, some of them were not so 
much mistakes as they were problems that exist which are 
difficult to overcome because of the state of the struggle at 
present. 


Some of the mistakes/problems were: (1) Comrade TB 
initiated the Campaign on the West Coast in concert with 
mostly white leftist groups and it appears that black and 
Third World people were under-represented in the initial 
kickoff; (2) The scope of the plans were too big to set a 
fixed date on the East Coast only nine months away, 
considering the small number of people and resources 
originally committed to the program and the subjective 
conditions that exist on the East Coast; (3) The propaganda 
sent into the prisons was not frequent enough and not clear : 
enough (e.g., crystal clear!) on what prisoners and support 
groups were to do to support the program. So, while it was 
true that prisoners in 25 states were contacted and working 
on the U.N. Campaign, not enough of the general population 
in each prison were sufficiently informed or involved in the 
program to build up the real momentum which was neces- 
sary. Obviously one reason for infrequent information 
mailing was probably due to lack of funds; this obstacle 
meant that the information that was sent out had to be that 
much clearer—crystal clear! Regardless, a number of 
prisoners overcame these handicaps and made very fine 
contributions to the U.N. Campaign. 


| 

Regarding the mobilization for the August 21 U.N. 
Demonstration in New York, which was Sundiata's responsi- 
bility, the results speak for themselves. Some mistakes 
were: (1) There were numerous early indications that a 
massive rally at the U.N. was not possible at this time due 
to the subjective conditions in the East Coast movement, so 
tight away Sundiata should have cut the scope/plans down to 
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realistic proportions, but he didn't; (2) He should have gotten 
a clearer understanding from TB on the exact specifications 
of the N.Y. Coalition's role in the formation of the politics 
and contents of the petition and report; (3) He should have 
had someone from our own organization on the outside 
assigned to the N.Y. Coalition right from the start. 


One fundamental problem that plagued the August 2] 
Demonstration Coalition was the extremely long time it 
took to get the Coalition formed, thus delaying the actual 
organizing for the Demonstration. Some reasons for this 
were: (1) White leftists received advance word from 
California and began holding mass meetings on their own 
before black and Third World groups were adequately 
informed and this caused ill feelings. (2) The tendency for 
most East Coast black and Third World groups to get 
involved in many projects at one time but never make a firm 
commitment to any of the projects and never verbalizing 
the degree of their commitment. They seemed to want to 
have the option to attend meetings when they felt like it, 
work when they felt like it or not attend meetings or work if 
they didn't feel like it. If the project looks like it will be a 
big success, they rush in at the last minute and jump on the 
band wagon; if it looks like a failure, they desert the ship 
and switch over to the next program that looks as if it may 
be a big success. (3) The lack of a mass base in the 
community by most black or white left groups caused many 
to sit in meetings and "philosophize" instead of going to the 
streets/people and organizing, which is a fundamental 
problem of the entire revolutionary movement at present. 
(4) The petty jealousies, distrust, hypocrisy, hostility, 
opportunism and paranoia that exist between black groups, 
and the sterile "ivory tower" theoretical debates and lack of 
practice that exist among white groups, and the liberalism 
that abounds between most black/white group relationships. 
(5) The fact that our organization is small, was unfamiliar 
with most of the groups and persons involved and somewhat 
inexperienced in coordinating a large national program of 
this nature. 
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So after finally getting a coalition together to orga- 
nize the U.N. Demonstration, for a combination of the 
reasons Stated above, the coalition shattered in July and all 
the whites pulled out and some blacks followed suit. The 
alliance/coalition had always been shaky and a controversy 
over the petition triggered the final breakup. It was at this 
time that the Demonstration was changed to a program and 
the site changed to Harlem. It was also during this time 
that Bibi Angola literally worked herself raggedy to put 
together some semblance of a black and Third World 
coalition so that the program could go forward on August21, 
which it did with a qualitative success—all things being 
considered. 


i,have dealt with the perspective of the U.N. Cam- 
paign and the mistakes/problems at length so that we all 
might learn from them. In the context that the U.N. 
Campaign was undertaken, i feel our gains outweighed our 
losses. Namely, we: (1) Gained an increase in support. (2) 
Gained some new allies, contacts, ete. (3) Gained some 
experience and some evaluation of our own organization, 
allies, etc. (4) Revitalized part of the prison movement. (5) 
Contributed to the impetus for formation of a Black 
Revolutionary Nationalist Front and it appears that the 
Black Liberation Movement is beginning to revitalize itself 
and move forward. (6) Caused one primary focus of the 
Black Revolutionary Nationalist Front to be a commitment 
to do united work around political prisoners/P.O.W.'s and the 
building of NPO, on which some work is currently being 
done. And (7) Gained a partial success in the U.N. Campaign 
and a broader base to work from—and it did not deter us too 
much from our main task. 


BUILD TO WIN! 


September 1977: 
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LETTER TO THE U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISsioy 
ae Ses lON 


January 24, 1978 


U.N. Human Rights Commission 
Geneva, Switzerland 


Dear Representative to the Human Rights Commission; 


This brief letter is intended to bring to your urgent 
attention the intense desires of myself and many oth 
prisoners for a U.N. investigation, study or inquiry into the 
U.S. prison system. We are particularly moved to stregg the 
need for such an investigation after receiving a report from 
our legal representative Attorney Kathryn Burke on the 
results of the U.S. Prisoners Petition to the U.N. Ty 
contents of this petition were submitted to the U.N. gy)! 
Commission meeting in Geneva during August 22 -Septembg| 
9, 1977. The petition was designated as U.N. Document 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/NGO/75. We wholeheartedly support the! 
document and its request for a U.N. investigation into US) 
prisons. 

: 


Upon return from Geneva, Attorney Burke reported! 
that most Sub-Commission members are not aware of the | 
atrocious and genocidal nature of U.S. prisons. Murder by 
prison guards, shootings, clubbings, beatings, tortures, sui- 
cides (oftentimes fabricated to cover up actual murders) 
forced mind-destroying druggings (Prolixin and Thorazine) 
are two drugs commonly used for this purpose), psychosur} 
gery and other zombie-producing mental experiments, years) 
of long-term isolation in sensory deprivation, behavior] 
modifieation and psychiatric units, frequent stabbings be 
tween prisoners, fights, homosexual gang rapes, rampant 
narcotic addiction and sales (from heroin smuggled in by) 
guards), fratricidal and racial prison wars instigated by) 
prison officials and perpetual overcrowdedness with all its 
attending ills—all are common occurrences in almost all US 
prisons. Prison atrocities anywhere in the world ate 
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ocit 
ter dime 
While the President of the U.S. runs all over the world 
the recent stop-over in Poland) making hypocrytical 
aa and appeals for greater Human Rights in other 
i. jes, at the very same time the U.S. is using prisons 
ecined with massive heroin addiction, forced steriliza- 
(com rampant unemployment, poverty and police saturation 
=. ghettoes) as a means of genocidal suppression of Black 
eo Third World nationalities within its own borders ~—and 
President Carter knows it! The prisons in the U.S. today are 
primarily being used to suppress the long-standing desires 
for freedom, justice and national liberation of Black and 
Third World oppressed nationalities within the U.S. and, as 
such, are suppressing the basic Human Rights of upwards of 
over 50 million peoples right within the confines of the U.S. 


borders. 


The majority of prisoners will rally enthusiastically 
behind any kind of U.N. investigation or inquiry into U.S. 
prisons and would respond to any U.N. inquiry or overture 
with a massive flood in documentation of a multitude of 
atrocities, murders, political assassinations, beatings, bru- 
talities, inhumane treatments and conditions exposing the 
genocidal nature of U.S. prisons and society, too. We need . 
only the opportunity to be heard—which you can supply. 


i would like to extend my/our sincere and profound 


appreciation to Premier Fidel Castro of Cuba for his recent : ° 


electrifying response to the plight of prisoners in the U.S 
Several selective newspapers reported an offer by Premier 
Castro to exchange U.S. captives held in Cuba for a 
specified category of Black and Third World prisoners held in 
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the U.S. i and almost any of our comrades would be honop 
to be beneficiaries to such a transaction which cal 
probably be initiated through the National Council of Bla 
Lawyers. The same profound appreciation is extendeq tot 
U.S.S.R. for their courageous media coverage and com. 
mentary on the legalized lynching and frame-up of oo | 
comrade sister Assata Shakur (s/n Joanne Chesiman 
Similar sentiments apply to the International Youth ang 
Student Movement for the U.N. which allowed Attopn, 
Kathryn Burke the use of their good offices ip th 
presentation of the U.S. Prisoners' Petition — and to othe, 
countries and organizations that have extended the hang of 
friendship and solidarity to us, because it is just Such 
courageous words and deeds as this that strengthen the. 
resolve of prisoners, oppressed peoples and oppressed natig,. 
alities in the U.S. to struggle that much harder for 
liberation, justice and Human Rights for all. As it is gj 
that "charity begins at home," then the same can be said thy! 
struggle for Human Rights by the oppressed here. For Us, i 
begins at home first, in the U.S. 


tk 


i thank you for your patience and urge you to suppor 
an impartial U.N. investigation or inquiry into U.S. prisons, 


In Struggle, 


Sundiata Acoli (s/n Clark Squire) 

Aug. 21 Prisoners Human Rights 
Coalition 

c/o National Conference of Black 
Lawyers 

126 West 119th Street 

Harlem, New York 10026, U.S.A. 

Attention: Attorney Lennox Hinds 

Telephone: (212) 866-3501 


NOTE: The original letter mailed to the U.N. Human Right 
Commission contained 10 additional signatures of prisoneti 
in the MCU Unit at Trenton State Prison, but thot 
signatures have been lost since that time. 
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PRISON STRUGGLES AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
a 


prisons are the best indicators of human rights policies 

yse it is in the prisons that repression is most blatant. 
mis holds true world-wide, in Latin American, Europe, 
ics Asia, and is no less true in Amerika itself where 
seison atrocities mount daily. 


Recently a bus load of federal prisoners being trans- 
ferred from Atlanta was detoured onto a back highway and 
ylled over by a swarm of squad cars. Pigs in full riot gear, 
pelmets, face shields, ax handles and shotguns surrounded 
the bus. It was no accident that this bus contained a number 
of political prisoners of war, including Herman Bell, Dixie 
Picariello, Mark Cook and many others too numerous to 
name. These new-styled legalized klansmen satisfied them- 
selves with simply unnerving the prisoners on this occasion, 
but when the bus reached Lewisburg, Pennsylvania's federal 
penitentiary, the other shoe fell. As the prisoners unloaded 
from the bus, a number of them were brutally set upon with 
ax handles without any provocation whatsoever while still in 
shackles and leg chains. 


Lewisburg is notorious for its repressive nature and 
jungle atmosphere and had recently undergone a series of 
fires of unknown origin and cause. Though still unknown to 
this day, the officials simply responded with a massive 
round-up of political P.O.W.'s, including Michael Ashanti 
Alston, Marvin Harris, Mark Holder and others, and herded 
them off to the infamous Marion Illinois Control Unit and 
other dispersed kamps. 


Prison atrocity is no respecter of sex as verified by the 
kidnapping of Assata Shakur and shunting her off to the 
maximum security unit at Alderson, West Virginia. She is 
the only black in a unit where a number of white prisoners 
openly display nazi signs on their doors. Nor is it a 
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respecter of race, for those who seriously attack the stat 
and remain implacably opposed to it also get isolated; eg. 
Rita Brown, a political P.O.W. of the George Jacxg,’ 
Bridage,is also caged at Alderson. Safiya Bukhari languishes 
in a maximum security unit in Virginia, still unable to et 
the necessary surgical operation for an ailment diagnoseg 
over four years ago. Dessie Woods suffers from fore, 
druggings, physical brutality and attempted murder at the 
hands of racist pigs in the Georgia prison for women 
Joanne Little, under the modern-day fugitive slave law jg 
forcefully returned to the North Carolina kamp where she 
fears for her life. 


New York state has a maximum security unit on the 
drawing boards for Auburn prison which is being specifically 
designed to cage political’ P.O.W.'s. Dhoruba Moore jg 
rounded up at 4 in the morning and shipped in chains to the 
dungeons at Danamora, N.Y. simply because he had the 
audacity to say publically that an explosive Attica typg) 
situation was building up at Green Haven prison. Musy 
Abdul Mu'Mi was burnt to death in a Green Haven isolation 
cell under suspicious circumstances after he witnessed q 
KKK meeting in the prison yard. Albert Nuh Washington ig 
rounded up and given 4 months in the hole at Danamora fo 
having political literature in his cell. 


New York state builds the Winter Olympic Games sit 
with plans for instant conversion into a new maximum 
security prison after the "games" are over. The state of New 
Jersey, now entering its third year of behavior modification 
MCU units which were copied directly from the similar MCU 
units at San Quentin, California, has just received 40 million 
dollars to build similar new maximum security prisons 
scheduled for completion by 1981. California requested 96) 
million dollars to build four new prisons and the Senate gave 
them 130 million to build six "new, more secure" prisons 
urgently needed in early 1980 to accomodate the "expected! 
rapid rise in the prison population. The list could go on and 
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all over the country there is a massive crash program 
‘ld more new maximum security prisons. All over the 
there are moves to lock down political P.O.W.'s in 
articular in these super-oppressive maximum security 
cages. . P ‘ 
name of the game is repression, repression, and more 


repression. The country builds prisons, we must.... 


OMNecee 
to bu 


Build to Win! 


Trenton State Prison 
6/30/78 


A> Sy S 
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LETTER TO EDITOR OF SEVEN DAYS MAGAZINE 


September 16, 197g 
Greetings, 


My wholehearted regards to Peter Biskind for havi 
the courage to print the September 8th partial listing of the 
real political prisoners in the U.S.: The Black Liberatigy 
Army, Native Americans, Puerto Rican Nationalists, Chie 
cano/Mexican-Americans, SLA, RNA, Anti-War, Blac 
Panthers, Civil Righters and others in prison for combatt; 
political repression not only with words, but also acts, [tj 
very easy for those who are comfortable to be pious ay 
philosophical about other people's misery—-and what mean 
they should restrict themselves to in removing thei 
oppression. But the U.S. government does not restrict itsg} 
to repressing black, Third World or poor peoples wit} 
"words" only, nor lock up "consciences" alone or shoot an 
kill "beliefs." It oppresses with massive domestic colonial 
zation of whole peoples, heroin epidemics, mass sterilize 
tions and abortions, genocidal poverty, overflowing prison 
and with guns and bullets, too. As long as the governme 
oppresses in this manner, there will always be those why 
resist in kind. We make no apology for fighting agains 
political repression and genocide of our people, but, in fact, 
we are proud of fighting injustice. And whether it takess 
year or ten thousand years for the smug and self-righteots 
to admit it, we know, and our people know, that we ar 
indeed political prisoners in the U.S. - 


Sundiata Acoli 


Political Prisoner 
Trenton State Prison 


THE BLACK PRISONER 


Most blacks were originally brought to America as 
sconers. slaves are, in the first place, held captive against 
a will—as prisoners. The primary concern of all 

a rs is "gaining their freedom." As America changed 
a colony of England to the foremost imperialistic 
today, the forms of imprisonment of blacks changed 
v edingly—but imprisoned we remain—in the ghetto colo- 
in overty, in dependency, in jails and penitentiaries. 
Be iste of the black prisoner has always been intrically tied 
with the fate of the imprisoned black nation and vice 
yersa. In each instance, "gaining our freedom" remains the 


primary concern today. 


The slave plantation system was itself a form of mass 
ison where all black men, women and children were 
subjected to life sentences. As a result, there were few 
blacks in penitentiaries during slavery. Black resistance and 
escapes from the plantation gave rise to numerous insurrec- 
tions, the Abolition movement, the Underground Railroad 
and the Fugitive Slave Law which legalized the capture and 
return of runaway slaves. This same Fugitive Slave Law 
evolved into today's "extradition law" which is used to return 
escaped prisoners from ‘out of state, and to extradite 
prisoners in general from one state to the other. Eventually, 
slavery plunged this country into its first Civil War, 
compelled the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation 
and removed the legal basis of chattel Slavery from the 
black nation. That is, except for any prisoner sentenced to a 
penitentiary, because the 13th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution still allows slavery in prisons, 


After the Civil War and Reconstruction, the number of 
blacks sent to prison increased dramatically. This was 
particularly true in the South where black populations out- 
fumbered whites in many states. Mob violence, lynchings 
and Klan terror became the order of the day. Any white 
could execute any black with impunity and the enactment of 
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black segregation codes spread across the country, pp, 


always reflect outside society in concentrated fore 
especially in brutality—and a cloud of repression deseeng,, 
on the prisons. Most acts of resistance were individug} bt 
individual or collective, all were murderously suppresseq an 


no inkling of it spread beyond the prison grounds. This y | 
generally the black prisoners' scene through World War]. 1 
adequately reflected the conditions of blacks outside. u 


With the arrival of World War I, Europe Pecruite, 
soldiers from its Afrikan colonies and the U.S. recruits 
blacks from its domestic colonies. Under the rallying cry of 
"making thé world safe for democracy" and "self-determp 
ation for the weaker nations," the war was fought and Wo 
Blacks returned to their respective homelands expecting, 
better life for having helped win the war. Instead repreggig| 
set in. The black masses felt indignant and betrayed, 5 
the U.S., Marcus Garvey stepped upon the scene preaching 
"Africa for the African—At Home and Abroad," and org, 
nized this discontent into one of the greatest blag 
movements in the Western hemisphere. To destroy thi 
movement, the U.S. government framed Marcus Garvey ay 
sent him to prison, making him a black political prisoner) 
the clearest sense. He was deported upon completion of th 
sentence, and his movement declined. 


The aftermath of World War I also gave rise to th 
Communist movement, the Socialist movement, the Trak 
Union movement and it added fuel to the NAACP integt 
tionist movement as Garveyism faded. Blacks went to jill 
and prisons in connection with all these movements, if 
addition to imprisonment on criminal charges and raci 
frame-ups such as the Scottsboro case. As the Greil 
Depression set in, blacks began leaving the South goitj 
North, looking for work and a better life. The Northern jail 
and prisons began to take on increasing black percentagesi! 
its populations. Among those blacks coming North wi 
Elijah Poole. Some said he was a one-time Garveyite. # 
Elijah Muhammad, he began organizing blacks into th 
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on of Islam (NOI) and preaching that Islam was the true 
Nation of the black man, that we were a black nation and 
ve needed land of our own. 
world War Il made jobs plentiful and accelerated the 
ation of blacks from the South to the Northern cities. 
s again flocked to the armies. Often upon arrest, 
Jacks were given the choice of jail or army. Most chose the , 
b: Elijah Muhammad preached that members of the NOI 
aa not fight in European wars. He refused the draft 
himself and was sent to prison, making him a black political 
isoner. In prison he recruited for the NOI among black 
prisoner's He continued this process after his release, 
making the NOI the first black organization that put a 
special effort into recruiting prisoners into its ranks. 


mi 
Black: 


Again Afrikan and blacks returned from a victorious 
war expecting life to be better at home. Again they were 
disappointed, but this time the U.S. government employed a 
secret weapon to control the discontent it knew was sure to 
follow. The secret weapon was "King Heroin." During World 
War Il, the U.S. government recruited the services of the 
Mafia in gathering intellignece throughout Italy to help 
defeat Mussolini. In return for this cooperation,;the U.S. 
government looked the other way as the Mafia flooded the 
black communities with heroin. 


As expected, blacks began to accelerate their drive for 

freedom after World War II and maintained the pressure 
through the Korean War. With the 1954 Supreme Court 
desegregation ruling, the focus of the struggle moved to the 
South, The struggle centered around equal rights and 
desegregation of the schools, public transportation, restau- 
rants and other public accommodation facilities. Martin 
Luther King spearheaded this movement for Civil Rights 
through non-violence. He and his followers were often 
arrested, spent time in jail, and some were sent to prison. 
The Civil Rights movement's influence eventually spread 
Into the prisons and prison struggles around equal rights 
ly caused the prisons to lift their strict segregation 
codes, 
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Afrikans on the Continent, having fought for R 


freedom in World War II and Korea, returned to their vation 


colonized countries and began to fight for thejp 0 
freedom. As a result, the majority of the Afrikan leagal 
and presidents of the newly emerging independent nati 
had histories of imprisonment: Kwame Nkrumah, Ben Belt 
and Jomo Kenyatta, just to name a few. Meanwhile in the 
Northern U.S. cities, Elijah Muhammad was gq; 
recruiting from the ranks of prisoners, ex-prisoners 
colonized ghetto blacks who were going to prison in even. 
increasing numbers due to drug-related charges. He instil] 
the concept of nationhood in his members, as opposed tg the 
integration concept. The massive influx of heroin 
cooled out the numerous black youth gangs that Mushrooines 
during the '50's and whole segments of black youths grew 
in state prisons. This phenomena today is referred to « 
being "state-raised" and it is still rampant in the black 
ghetto colonies. 


A black prisoner, Malcolm Little, became one of Elijg 
Muhammad's most dedicated disciples. After leaving prison, 
as Malcolm X, he became Elijah Muhammad's best organigg 
and spokesman—and the Nation of Islam rocketed { 
prominence in the black colonies and prisons. Elevating hij 
perspective to the world level, Malcolm analyzed the impag 
of Third World revolution and the emerging independent 
Afrikan nations and preached that black people's solutig 
lies in pursuing the struggle for Human Rights, nation 
liberation, independence and land—and that blacks shoul 
gain their freedom "by any means necessary," including 
violent means. He was assassinated in the beginning stage 
of the Viet Namese War. 


Stokely Carmichael and SNCC organized vote 
registration drives, freedom rides and opposition to the Viel 
Nam war and were jailed on a number of occasions. Th 
Deacons for Self Defense organized in the South # 
protection against white violence. Herman Ferguson, Mal 
Stamford and RAM organized around self defense in th 
North, were busted and several members were sent ft 
prison. In 1966 a young black on probation, Huey P. Newt! 
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organizing a Black Panther Party for Self Defense 

beg' q a 10-point program similar to the NOI 10-point 
m in form, but more revolutionary in content. The 
progr? s' practice of self defense through retaliation, 
panther 4 with their revolutionary nationalist theory, 
ied the organization across the country as each major 

4 witnessed the forming of BPP branches in its black 
city ies, The militancy of the Panthers had a ripple effect 
a hout the black colony—and country—and all organiza- 
- enereased their militancy. As the government moved 
erush this rising black revolutionary militancy during the 
nt of the Viet Nam war, a number of different black 
militant organization members were sentenced to prisons. 
The militancy and revolutionary consciousness spread into 
the prison with them. This government's onslaught on black 
militancy, combined with the rising drug related arrests, 
changed the overall complexion of most prisons from white 


to black and brown. 


The new breed of prisoner came from various organi- 
zations—the Black Panthers, RAM, SNCC, Nation of Islam, 
JOMO, RNA, APP, APSP, A-ARPR, community activists and 
Civil Rights activists—both male and female. Each group of 
militants arrested had members on the outside who 
supported them in varying degrees and small defense 
committees sprang up around each arrest. As Panthers were 
busted (and killed) across the country, these various defense 
committees spread across the country. As the Panthers 
were sent to prison, the theory of self defense through 
retaliation went into the prisons with them. In 1970 when 
black prisoners George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo and John 
Cluchette were charged with the execution of a pig in 
retaliation for the murder of three comrades, numerous 
defense groups, including the BPP, formed a massive 
support movement for them. This is generally accepted as 
the point where the prison struggle transformed itself into a 
prison movement. The decline of the BPP and above ground 
militant organizations gave rise to the Black Liberation 
Army, an underground black guerilla organization. The BLA 
waged urban guerilla war across the U.S. through highly 
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mobile strike teams. In 1973 the BLA suffered an 


: A ab 
setback that saw several of its members killed and a numb 


of them imprisoned. A lull descended over the black app 
struggle movement and the Black Liberation Movement j | 
general. With the most militant nationalist Section | 
imprisoned, the main revolutionary influence transfe 
from the streets to—the black prisoner. 


| 


Today the black prisoners find themselves in a ypj 
situation. Though faced with increasing repression, aj) the 
components - are present that are needed to forge 
themselves into the powerful force for national liberatig 
and revolution described by Comrade George Jackson in thy | 
following passage: 


"The Prison Movement, the August 7th movement and 
all similar efforts educate the people in the 
illegitimacy of establishment power and hint at the 
ultimate goal of revolutionary consciousness at every 
level of struggle. The goal is always the same: the 
creation of an infrastructure capable of fielding a 
people's army. 


"With this as a common major goal, it would seem 
that anti-establishment forces would find little 
difficulty in developing common incentives and 
initiatives and methods consistent with the goals of 
mass society. Regretfully, this has not been the case, 

‘Only the prison movement has shown any promise of 
cutting across the ideological, racial and cultural 
barricades that have blocked the natural coalition of 
left-wing forces at all time in the past. So this 
movement must be used to provide an example. The 
issues involved and the dialectic which flows from an 
understanding of the clear objective existence of 
overt oppression could be the springboard for our | 
entry into the tide of increasing world-wide socialist 
consciousness." 


38 


— 


In a nutshell, the above quote from "Blood in My Eye" 
e strategic goal of the prison movement. The tactics 

according to the concrete conditions found in each 
ular prison, but the goal is always the same: THE 
Pe RATION OF AN INFRASTRUCTURE CAPABLE OF | 
OTELDING A PEOPLE'S ARMY. To fulfill this goal, the 

t be transformed primarily from instruments of 


js th 


prisons MUS’ : : : : 
uppression into instruments of liberation. Prisons are a 
ap ntal pillar of state power. Their main function is 


ame 
tun suppression of all internal threats to the state. Libera- 


tion of eolonies, foreign or domestic, poses the gravest 
threat to the very existence of an imperialist state. No 
eolonies—no imperialism. It is as simple as that. 


The main function of prisons today is the suppression 
of national liberation movements in the domestic colonies. 
As a result we have seen the complexion of U.S. prisons turn 
from white to predominantly black and Third World in the 
last 25 years. Blacks make up the majority of the prisoners 
and it falls upon the black prisoner to spearhead this 
movement of turning our weakness into strength. Instead of 
preeding grounds for petty criminals, opportunists and 
informers to return to our community to prey on it, the 
prisons must be turned into breeding grounds for revolution- 
aries, schools for revolutionaries and spawning grounds for 
collectives to teach, train, study, nurture and distill revolu- 
tionary principles, lifestyles and disciplines into black 
prisoners—to form lifetime bonds and commitments to the 
struggle and to each other—and to turn out professional 
guerillas, professional revolutionaries, political party cadre, 
community activists, or at least more conscious black men 
and women back into our communities. 


How to begin? Let us listen to Brother Atiba in Notes 
from an Afrikan P.O.W. Journal, Book One: 


"We begin with ourselves. We begin by study and 
practice. We emphasize though that our study must 
be critical, must be independent and creative. The 
method(s) that we use must be ‘guides to action' and 
not "levers for construction.' 
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"We begin with ourselves, with study and practice, 
the result of which will be that advanced elements jp 
each prison will come together, will organize 
themselves in preparation for their part in organizing 
the people. 


"Moving from the particular to the general fop 
captured Brothers and Sisters means first of a) 
coming together where we are. We get ourselves 
together, and then reach out to the most advanced 
elements among our fellow captives, among our 
family and friends—among all those close to us who 
demonstrate the most potential, the desire and the 
willingness to learn and to commit themselves to 
service of the people, to struggle for national 
liberation. 


"As we come together into study groups, collectives, 
organizations and fronts in the prisons where we are, 
and as we then move to bring each prison into 
statewide fronts, we must do so in an organized, 
systematic manner. 


"In general, we can say that the means we'll use 
should be Agitation, Education, Organization. 


"As a rule, Agitation is done when we talk about the 
brutal pig, the bad food, the absent doctor and other 
bad conditions. We agitate, we talk about the recent 
shooting of a black youth by pigs on the street; the 
reasons for drugs in our communities; for 
prostitution; for huge numbers of our people on 
welfare rolls; for miseducation of our children in the 
schools controlled by the enemy, etc. When we 
agitate, we simply stir general discussion, arouse 
feelings, excite and disturb the calm and tranquil 
among us. We move against potential threats or 
actual conditions of a more immediate nature. But 
none of these alone will increase understanding, 
instill revolutionary consciousness and commitment, 
or unseat the emperor. 
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mpirst we Agitate, then we Educate. After we've 
stirred discussion, aroused feelings, excited and dis- 
turbed the general calm and tranquility, we begin to 
direct the discussion toward specifics. We harness 
the energy and intensity of the feelings we've 
activated and begin to shape revolutionary 
consciousness. When we agitate, we begin to instruct 
each other and those around us into the why's and 
how's of struggle; we impart knowledge; we teach, 
train, bestow and share skills; we distill method—all 
of which implies planning. | 


"From Education we move to Organization. When we 
organize, we begin to give a definite structure to our 
activities; we create a coherent unity and arrange all 
things in systematic ways, according to plans We 
shape into a whole the many heretofore loose, 
interdependent parts. 


"All of this Agitation, Education and Organization, 
while aiming towards the general objective, must be 
based on the particular, i.e., on the actual conditions 
prevailirig in each prison. The issues around which 
much of our activity will be based will differ from 
prison to prison and from state to state. Also, the 
conditions under which we'll have to carry out our 
work will differ—some prisons will offer a relative 
mobility, while others will be increasingly repressive." 


So we Agitate, Educate and Organize, Organize, 
Organize...collective by collective, state by state, region by 
region in order to build a national apparatus, a base, a 
foundation, an infrastructure in which to fight from. We | 
fight in order to win. Many prisoners have already begun | 
this process; others are just starting. Building an African 
National Prisoner Organization could very well provide the | 
framework we need to hook it all up—and it could provide a 
model for all prisoners, uniting the entire prison movement 
both inside and outside and projecting our struggle not only 
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nationally, but into the international arena as well. The 


is on our side of the court—the black prisoner. bal 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! | 


Trenton State Prison — 1/17/79 
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THE MARION PRISONERS! STRIKE 


Prior to September 15, 1980, there had been three 
strikes at Marion within the last year. The first 
trike lasted a couple of days, the second a little longer and 

third lasted three weeks, which was a record at the 
aie put none gained even the slightest concession from the 
- administration. The present strike began September 
1980 and has broken all records, many times over, for 
length of a prison strike." Some of the listed grievances 
given to the administration are: 


1. More religious freedom for Native Americans: The 


ecific request was for a religious sweat lodge similar to 
those that Native Americans already have at other federal 


prisons. 


2. More humane parole board: Prisoners sent to 


Marion usually wind up doing their full sentences with little 
chance of parole while there. The parole board frequently 
gives out "ten year set-offs"—-meaning the prisoner must do 
ten more years before his next parole hearing. 


3. More access to legal library: The legal library is 


only open between the hours of 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. weekdays. 
Most prisoners worked during these hours and were unable to 
get to the law library except on weekends when it was 
overcrowded. A better equipped law library is also 
requested. 


neral 


4, Close H-Unit and boxear cells: H-Unit is the most 
cruel control unit in the entire prison system. Boxcar cells 
are total isolation strip cells with solid iron doors shutting 
out all light, sound and most air. 


5. Higher wages for non-industry workers: Non- 


industry workers are the janitors, cooks, dishwashers, shop 
and laundry workers, barbers, etc. Some receive no pay for 
months on end. Others receive an average of ten dollars per 
month. 
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6. Visit improvement: Most prisoners at Marion 
thousands of miles away from their homes, yet the vial 
does everything possible to discourage visitors, treats the 
rudely when they arrive, and often turns loved ones aw 
even after they've gone to great distances and expenses 4 
get there. Lawyers are frequently denied entrance to $6 
their clients. It is extremely difficult to get friends 
acquaintances approved to visit. Most applications an 
denied unless friends can prove they had a "meanin i 
relationship with the prisoner before he was imprisoned ii 


7. Improved food: The food is of low quality, bag 
prepared and all processed meats served (hamburger, tran 
stewmeat, ete.) are mixed with such high amounts of $0) 
bean meal that they become tasteless. 


8. Expanded communication privileges: Only oy 


telephone call is allowed per month. Prisoners are no 
permitted to call their lawyers unless they can prove it jj 
three days prior to their attorney's court appearance 
otherwise all other communications must be mailed to th 
attorney. All prisoners must sign waivers giving blanket 
authority to prison officials to open and read their mail 
otherwise one is not permitted to receive or send mail. Mail 
is often blocked, confiscated or returned without notificg. 
tion. It is also xeroxed, files kept in the front office ang 
used as evidence in various court hearings and investiga. 
tions. 


9. Lower commissary prices: Prison store prices are 
higher than many prices for similar items in the streets and 


the prices jump higher each week. 


10. Ban the hourly movement restriction: Prisoners ate 
only allowed movement or travel (i.e., from cell to yard, 
ete.) on the hour, and only five minutes are allowed to get 


from one location to the next; otherwise the prisoner i 
subject to a disciplinary charge. 


— 


11. Return state prisoners: Marion is a concentration 


it has numerous state prisoners from New Jersey, 
Beare D.C., Massachusetts, Vermont, Rhode Island, 
os Hawaii, Oregon, Washington, New Mexico, Texas, 
cama, etc. who have been illegally transferred into the 
é deral prison system against their will. Some are trans- 
fe red purely for political reasons. There are similar 
- oners from Samoa, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
rious ‘Indian Reservations" and other territories under 
‘ 's, domination. All of these prisoners were illegally 
transferred against their will and seek to return to their , 


home states. 


12. End the harassment, brutality and murder: Prisoners 
are constantly harassed by prison officials, frequently 
prutalized and even murdered. Officials in control units are 
particularly adept at fomenting and aggravating strife 
among prisoners, then "setting-up" a prisoner from one 
faction so that he is assassinated by prisoners from the other 
faction. All prisoners want an end to these treacherous 
practices, and solidarity during the strike is one method 
prisoners use to demonstrate sincerity toward these ends. 


The administrators tried everything possible to break 
the strike, except redressing the grievances. The prison was 
locked down, suspected leaders were rounded up and put in 
isolation, the news media was blacked out and the only 
information fed to them for months were lies by prison 
officials mostly complaining that they had not received list 
of grievances from the prisoners. 


One official even made the mistake of making this 
claim aloud to an attorney while she was meeting with her 
client, Thomas Bey, who had been rounded up as a suspected 
"strike leader." Thomas Bey immediately borrowed pen and 
paper from his lawyer, wrote out a list of grievances and 
handed it to the official. The prison officials used that 
Incident to charge the lawyer with "aiding and abetting" the 
strike, then barred the entire legal staff from future entry 
Into the prison. The local court upheld for the prison 
officials and it took three months to get a partial reversal 


45 


by a higher court. The law collective can now re-ente 
prison, but only on a much restricted basis—and so 
their legal staff have yet to be readmitted. 


r the 


As the strike wore on, prison officials became mor 
drastic and provocative in their methods. Prisoners of one 
housing wit returned from mess one day to find the doops 
their cells locked. The guard abruptly opened the cells, then 
just as abruptly slammed the doors shut to all cells, trappin 
a number of prisoners outside, including suspected Strike 
leader Leonard Peltier. The goon squad moved in behing A 
heavy tear gas screen and assaulted the prisoners, claimiy 
they "refused to lock-in" their cells. A number of prisoneys 
were charged with attacking the assaulting guards and with 
destruction of property because they broke windows in orde, 
to breathe during the tear gassing. 


At other times, weak prisoners tried to help the 
administration break the strike by accepting token jo 
offers, such as tier janitors, ete. On each occasion prisoners 
banded together to put them in check. Numerous prisoners 
were rounded up, including suspected leader Iron Moccasin, 
on suspicion of body slamming tier janitors. 


Chicano and white prisoners, suspected of being strike 
leaders, were constantly rounded up each time a suspicious 
fire broke out, regardless of whether they were in the 
immediate area or not. 


Some prisoners went on hunger strikes in solidarity 
with the work strike and to highlight the particular 
injustices regarding their cases. R. Youngblood and Bectem- 
ba (s/n A. Paradise), two state prisoners—and Mateen (s/n M. 
Garnett), a federal prisoner—were among those who chose 
this method. As Bectemba and Youngblood neared death due 
to hunger, a judge ruled that they had been transferred 
illegally from the Alabama state prisons, and ordered theif 
return. So far they have only been transferred to Atlanta 
federal prison and have been there for some time now. 
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After four months of continuous lock-down, harass- 
ent and provocation, the strike remained as solid as ever. 
a on officials were now becoming seriously alarmed that 
the strike might spread to other prisons around the country. 
ce they couldn't break the strike, they simply announced 
that thenceforth, federal prisoners at Marion are no longer 
required to work" (although all other federal prisoners must 
work). By their reasoning, since Marion prisoners are no 
longer required to work, there was no longer a work strike in 
cess. The prison officials then called in the national 
news media and declared with a straight face that the 
Mlongest strike in prison history is over." The news media 
immediately spread the word nationwide—and the only 
oblem is that no one took the time to check. with the 
isoners. The prisoners at Marion have not "declared the 
strike over." The grievances have not been redressed, so the 
strike continues. 


Marion is basically still locked-down. Each housing 
unit has been transformed into a separate maxi-prison which 
is kept totally isolated from the other housing units. Even 
the windows to the mess hall and the gym have been covered 
over so that passing groups of prisoners (from different 
housing units) cannot see or communicate with each other. 
There is no work, no pay, no schools (academic or voca- 
tional), no prison programs or organizations, no nothing!— 
except continuous harassment and provocation—and con- 
tinued strike by prisoners. 


BUILD TO WIN! 
The Marion Collective 


March 1981 
Marion Prison, Illinois 
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GENERALVIEWS 


"Assata, Safiya and Liberation" was an UNSOliciteg 
article which was sent to and published in The Bupnj 
Spear, the political newspaper of the African Peoples 
Socialist Party (APSP). Its main purpose was to respond ty 
the recent conviction of Assata Shakur. The "nationg 
question" (e.g., the issue of whether nationhood and indepen. 
dence for U.S. blacks) had become a burning issue in th, 
Black Liberation Movement. Sundiata also used the artic), 
to side with the proponents of nationhood and independeng, 
in the controversy. He emphasized that black P.O.W's eoyg 
not depend on the courts to gain their freedom and that the 
primary solution is self-liberation. The same holds true fo 
the black nation's relation with the U.S. government. The 
article then went on to briefly lay out some strategic goals 
for the Black Liberation Movement to consider for future 
application. 


"Message to the African-American Women for Positive 
and Productive Change" (A-AWPPC) was written for theip 
newsletter at the request of Maia Yehwah, the president of 
A-AWPPC and an ardent supporter of the political P.O.W,s 
at Terre Haute Penitentiary. The article served as a vehicle 
to further side with the proponents of nationhood and 
independence and as a means of raising to black women the 
issue of the propriety of the oppressor nation's birth control 
programs on the oppressed black nation. The article was 
later reprinted in Notes from an Afrikan P.O.W.'s Journal. 


"Letter to Salim on the New Haven Six": Sundiata 
frequently carried on written correspondence with various 
members of the revolutionary movement that covered 4 
wide range of discussion and exchange of ideas. "Letter to 
Salim..." is one such example. 


"The Right of Nations to Self-Determination" was 
written at the request of Ted Tuel, a member of the 
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orthwest Iowa Socialist Party. Their recently-held party 

conference had passed a resolution acknowledging the right 
of sovereignty to Native Americans, but refrained from 
taking @ similar stance on the issue of the right to 
independence of Black and Mexican-Americans/Chicanos. 
ghe article appeared in the Summer ‘81 edition of The 
missouri Valley Socialist, the political newspaper of ‘the 
Northwest lowa Socialist Party. 
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ASSATA, SAFIYA AND LIBERATION 


The vicious racist conviction of Sister Assata jg 
sobering reminder that, while temporary and OCCasiong) 
relief may sometimes be gained through the kourts, our 
ultimate liberation and destiny depends upon the sweat of 
our own efforts and the employment of our own means, This 
is equally true for us as a nation of people and as armed 
revolutionaries. Sister Safiya's liberation set a very high 
example in this regard, even though her recent re-capture jy 
a bitter testament that we still have much tightening UD to 
do and a short time in which to do it before the next Stage 
of the struggle arrives. 


Assata was sentenced to "Life" immediately afte 
conviction and was shipped off to Clinton Women's Prison 
that same afternoon. Overnight, Clinton was flooded with, 
mass of new and more repressive rules and regulations 
"Bend and spread the buttocks," "squat and spread the 
vagina" became standard search procedures for all move 
ment to and from the maxi-wing, South Hall. Yard period 
were divided so that South Hall no longer had recreation 
with North Hall, a semi-max wing. Telephone use was 
completely cut off and the phones were ripped from the 
tiers. The entire kamp was surrounded by a permanent 
detachment of state troopers, feds, firetrucks and floot 
lights. 


Naturally the sisters rebelled. They began work 
stoppages, movement stoppages and hunger strikes. The 
gestapo, having accomplished their aim, declared that 
Assata's presence created a disturbance at Clinton and the 
prison was not secure enough. They then shipped her off to 
Yardville Men's Prison! Never before, in recent history, has 
a woman suffered the outrage of being sent to a men’s 
prison. The next sinister step in the chain is to declare 
Yardville Prison insecure, then ship her out of state to 
Leavenworth, Kansas (as they are planning to do with me) 
and there you have it—full-blown Koncentration Kamps in 
amerikKKa! 
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The fascists are deadly serious about repression and we 
yolutionaries must become doubly as serious about libera- 
sg for our peoples and ourselves. The next stage of 
Bacle will be extremely bloody and we best be well 
a ared. There is an old truism that goes: "The more 
Et in peace, the less blood in war." Now is the time for 
: erilla forces and political parties to "sweat like rain" 
puilding the foundation upon which we will fight the next 


stage 


It is mandatory that guerilla forces build a firm | 
national infrastructure and network across the breadth of 
this land. We must also shift our sights upwards and make 
the ruling class the primary target of our actions. And we 
must begin to internationalize our struggle. The above- 
ground political parties must build the links to bring the 
hysical participation of the Black working class into the 
revolutionary struggle on a mass scale. Our movement 
needs working class leadership with the working class 
consciousness to struggle for itself, both as a class and as an 
oppressed nation. We must build a United Front and shift 
our sights toward making the primary struggle one for 
Nationhood, for Independence and for Land' Many of these 
tasks are already begun, both on a national and regional 
scale, but it is necessary to rededicate ourselves with a 
renewed sense of urgency, because the next stage of 
struggle is rapidly approaching. FREE THE LAND! FREE 
ASSATA, SAFIYA AND ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS! IN- 
DEPENDENCE IN OUR LIFETIME! STRUGGLE MAKES US 
ONE! 


Build to Win! 


Trenton State Prison 
4/9/77 


from Women Behind Bare 
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MESSAGE TO AFRIKAN-AMERICAN WOMEN FOR 
FS SE a SE a ee 


POSITIVE AND PRODUCTIVE CHANGE 


"You can always tell the degree of political con- 
sciousness of a nation by the consciousness of its 
women." 

—Kwame Nkrumah (paraphrased*) 


For the above reason alone, i felt honored when asked 
by Afrikan-American Women for Positive and Productive 
Change of Washington, D.C. to do a brief article in the first 
edition of their newsletter. The consciousness of our Women 
is growing by leaps and bounds and that means the 
consciousness of our nation is also growing. i don't think 
there's any question in the minds of conscious Black peopl, 
on whether we are a nation in the U.S. or not—we are, 
nation, we exist. We are simply an oppressed, Weak, 
scattered Afrikan nation in the U.S We are not yet freeg 
independent and thus we have yet to gain the power fp 
determine our own destiny. 


We are an oppressed nation because we are weak, 
because we are scattered, because Mother Afrika is weak= 
and because the U.S. is strong and unjust towards us and 
other oppressed nationalities. So what are we to do? Thisis 
the burning question of our times. Let us listen to the wise 
counsel of the greatest organizer of Blacks that the U.S. has 
ever known, the man who was able to grasp the heart-beat 
of the very soul of Black people, not only in the U.S., but all 
over the world: 


"If we must have justice, we must be strong; if we 
must be strong, we must come together; if we must 
come together, we can only do so through the system 
of organization. Let us not waste time in breathless 
appeals to the strong while we are weak but lend our 
time, energy, and effort to the accumulation of 
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th among ourselves by which we will voluntarily 


Bact the attention of others." 
a 


Marcus Garvey (Philosophy and Opinions) 


Is that not the most simple truth in the world? Is 
re anyone who cannot recognize it as the very "essence" 
we ruth? Yet, we haven't done it. We have not done it 
Bese we do not have the will to do it. We have no will 
pecause We lack conviction. We lack conviction because of 
our low political consciousness. We have a low political 
jousness because we have been oppressed, enslaved, 
exploited, terrorized, victimized and kept ignorant and in 
fear for such a long time that we barely trust our own 
dgments anymore. We have been taught that freedom is 
Cadillacs, TV's, cashmeres and furs, "get mine's," a nice 
house in the suburbs—even while we are in the midst of our 
ung Black men going to their deaths in droves and our 
oung Black women and children following suit. This is 
freedom??? This is pure madness!!! This is not freedom but 
genocide on the installment plan when heroin, police and 
prisons are killing off our young Black men at an alarming 
rate; when welfare, abortions, sterilization, cancer and 
poverty are killing off Black children, Black women and our 
future at an even more astonishing rate! When any nation 
confuses genocide with freedom, then that nation is in a 
drastic danger of becoming extinct—without even realizing 
it. 


So we must begin to break loose and start thinking for 
ourselves, analyzing for ourselves, questioning everything 
that affects our livelihood and well-being. We must never 
forget that we are an oppressed minority nation within a 
White majority racist oppressor nation—so we would be 
foolish to gullibly accept their ideas and concepts as equally 
valid for us, especially in the areas of birth control, 
abortions and sterilizations when the whole basis for these 
Measures is built upon the lie of overpopulation. 
‘Overpopulation" is only a code word meaning there are "too 
Many niggas." They certainly aren't talking about the world 
being Overpopulated with too many European peoples. 
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They're saying there are too many Black and Third Wor} 
peoples—but even this is a bald-faced lie! The People 
Republic of China says that "every baby is born with on 
mouth, but two hands." (This means each person born Fes 
two hands to work with to produce enough to feed not ont 
him/herself, but others, too.) That is a very enlightengy 
approach to the issue of population, especially coming from 
the most populated country in the world—and one that feeds 
itself very well now that it is free, independent and Socialist! 


The People's Republic of China also makes available 
and condones birth control measures in the form of 
contraceptives, abortions and sterilization as desired 5 
their people, but they are an independent socialist nation jj 
control of their own destiny. They are providing this right 
and service to their own people and in particular to the 
majority Han nationality which makes up about 96% of the 
total population. Birth control measures are equally 
available to national minorities but there is no campaign 
directed at the national minorities (secret or otherwise) to 
use birth control measures. In fact, they recommend that 
their national minorities refrain from any heavy use of birth 
control so that they can build up their numbers and become 
more equal in all ways within the society. Can you imagine 
the race riots it would touch off in the U.S. if this policy 
was even suggested—not even considering putting it into 
effect?? Whites here would riot at the very thought of their 
practicing birth control while recommending that minority 
nationalities of Blacks and Third World refrain from heavy 
use of birth control in order to build up our numbers in the 
U.S. Yet we Blacks still naively talk of equality, freedom 
and justice in the U.S.!? 


As stated earlier, overpopulation is nothing but a lie 
and a code word for saying there are too many peoples of 
color in the world. Why is it a lie? Because the worlds 
total population is presently around 4 billion people. Long 
Island is a slender island lying off New York City. The 
island is so small it is hardly noticeable when looking até 
map of the entire U.S. It is approximately 120 miles long 
and at most 20 miles wide in some places. Well, you cal 
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d up every man, woman and child in the world on Long 
d, all 4 billion of us, and no one would be stacked on 
a else. Not one Chinese or Black would have to be 
eked on top of a single White! So where is the 
rpopulation problem if you can put the entire current 
ads population on tiny Long Island—and the entire 
ae ainder of the world's lands and waters would be 
ininhabited by humanity??? 


Simple arithmetic will prove this is true. Assume each 
son requires a 3-foot square (or 1 square yard) of earth on 
which to stand. There are 3,097,600 square yards in one 
e mile. Long Island is 1,400 square miles in area. 
Therefore, there are 4,336,640,000 square yards of earth 
surface on Long Island—meaning you can stand up 4.3 billion 
ple on Long Island! That's enough room to hold the 
yorld's 4 billion population and still have extra room left 
over for 336 million more people!! That means you could 
double the U.S. population and still have enough room on 
Long Island for everyone. Overpopulation is just another 
racist hoax on people of color in the world. Like all the 
other racist lies that have been pushed on us for the last 500 
years, we best begin thinking and acting for ourselves! 


i thank you for your patience and urge us all to come 
together in common pursuit of our national liberation, 
justice and future salvation. 


Build to Win! 


Trenton State Prison 
3/13/78 


‘Note: Nkrumah's exact words were "The degree of a 
country's revolutionary awareness may be measured by the 
political maturity of its women." The quote was unavailable 
at the time of writing.—S.A. 
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LETTER TO SALIM ON THE NEW HAVEN SIx 


August 21, 1978 
Greetings Salim, 


Received your 8/14 letter and it was good to hear from 
you. Regarding the issue you referred to as: "a mattep at 
the more 'educated' oppressor nation's chauvinist against our 
revolutionary defense of the New Haven Six,".... well, what 
other response did you really expect from them? j'm not 
familiar with all the exact details of the New Haven Six, py 
i don't think their situation was that much different fpop | 
the Harlem Six (or so-called Blood Brothers) case in the 
early sixties which Malcolm X defended. The white preg 
liberals and even so-called radicals crucified Malcolm fy 
speaking up in defense of the Harlem Six, © but it didn't faz 
him, and ultimately he was proved correct in his position, j 
don't think it's too hard for most oppressed black people ty 
understand why it's necessary for masses of people to come 
to the defense of any black person(s) whom the state js 
massing a hysterical racist lynch campaign against. Ow 
history is filled with too many instances of our actually 
. being lynched in that type atmosphere. Not because we 
were "guilty" or innocent, but simply because so-called 
white dignity had been offended/out-raged and someone, 
anyone (of us') had to pay and be made an example to kee 
others in their place. 


So the state's awesome attack upon the "culprit" was 
actually an attack upon a whole people—a whole nation—a 
oppressed black nation. And when you defend someone like 
that, you are not so much defending the individual(s) as yol 
are defending an oppressed black nation that is being 
savagely attacked by an oppressor white nation. i know yol 
would prefer that i deal with it on a class basis but i prefet 
to deal with the New Haven Six issue as i just did. You cal 
make the similar argument on a class basis if you wish, 
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pecause the analogy is the same with respect to class. 


As to the issue of calling for the freedom of all class 

prisoners regardless of whether they are "guilty" or not 
meaning there's a high degree of possibility that they did 
emit the act, with which they're charged)....well, i think 
ie erux of this issue revolves around whether someone (a 
ft son, group or class, ete.) actually considers himself /her- 
self at war or not. And i refer you to what Malcolm said 
about "many of us use this term loosely" (naturally he was 
talking about the term "revolution"). 


If someone considers himself/herself actually at "class 
war" with the ruling class (state), then it's inconceivable 
that s/he not demand unconditional release of any member 
of their class (or the oppressed classes) which the state has 
captive, whether they are "guilty" or not. Could anyone 
conceive of Viet Nam not demanding the release of all 
Vietnamese held in the amerikkkan controlled Long Binh 
Jail, regardless of whether they were "guilty" or not? They 
demanded the prisoners' release simply because they were 
Vietnamese nationals—and Viet Nam was at national war 
with amerikkka. Once the prisoners were released (or 
turned over to the Vietnamese), it was up to the Vietnamese 
to determine if any of them was guilty of any crimes against 
the Vietnamese people—or even against an amerikkkan (if 
such was possible). 


So, if one is at war, they they are completely correct 
in calling for the release of their military, national or class 
comrade unconditionally. In war the enemy has no right to 
judge/punish your comrade under any conditions; only one's 
peers have that right. So the crux of the situation seems to 
be that some people are using the term "class war" loosely. 
They are using the term when they really mean class 
igitation, class organizing or class struggle (without blood- 
shed), but not class war. Anyone who doesn't feel 
comfortable calling for the unconditional release of all 
members of their class, nationality, group or whatever is not 


really at war and frankly should choose another term to use 
ead, 
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That's all i have to say about the matter and wil mak 
no further comments because i do not want to get involveg 
in long, drawn-out, external, ideological struggles (with th 
oppressor nation chauvinist) and prefer to concentrate _ 
internal practical work at this time. 


i didn't mean that History* was slow in getting to me 
i meant that i had just finished reading the first chapter a 
two and found the book "moving: slow" in its methog of 
presentation, style, ete. i have finished it now. There were 
educational features about the book but throughout jt, 
presentation was rather dry, dull, ete. i think a main reason 
for this was probably Trotsky's over-concern with being 
objective or his not wanting to sound vindictive or passion. 
ate regarding his current exile. Or maybe he was just a @ 
writer, but it's certainly different from his invigorating style 
of speaking in the pamphlet on the National Question, 
Recently sent word to Ashanti to write you regarding the 
New Haven Six. Our regards to all. 


Struggle, 


Sundiata 


*History of the Russian Revolution 
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THE RIGHT OF NATIONS TO SELF-DETERMINATION 
Eo 


Most people readily understand that independent na- 
ions have the right to determine their own destiny. But 
2s applying this same principle to domestic oppressed 
ens and minority nationalities in the U.S., even some 
mrogressiVes, leftists and socialists balk on this issue. 
Reservations are voiced ranging from "you're not a nation," 
thow would you determine who's a nation?" "you don't have 
and," “determining borders would be hopelessly 
complicated," "new nations might not make it economically, 
thus become Bantustan," to "it would split the multi-national 
working class," etc. They mean that they support the right 
of nations to self-determination as long as it's not at home. 
it's in this light that we address these issues—in particular 
the right to sovereignty for Native Americans, and the right 
to independence for Blacks and/or Mexican-Americans/Chi- 
eanos, if they so choose. The same holds true for any other 
oppressed nationality in the U.S. 


Basically, a nation is an aggregate of people who have 
been historically fused—usually, from previously dissimilar 
ethnic and tribal groups, over a long period of time and in a 
common territory—into a cohesive and distinet union which 
engenders in them the basic charactristics of a common 
people and the sense of a common destiny which propels 
them to seek control over their own affairs in a consolidated 
territory. 


In essence, nations originate due to forces that fuse a 
people together and propel them to seek control of their own 
destiny. A brief analysis of these forces may help to shed 
lights on the distinction between the victim and the 
criminal. 


A developing capitalism, in its destruction of the 
feudal system, was the primary force behind the formation 
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of the contemporary nations in Europe and thej 
transformation into independent states. Some transformeg 
into national states, others multi-national. European 
imperialism, the formation of colonies in the Amerigg, 
genocidal wars against Native American nations for theip 
land, kidnapping and enslavement of Afrikans and resistance 
to British colonialism formed the U.S. nation and trang 
formed it into an independent multi-national state. Expgn. 
sion of the state was carried out through further SENocida] 
wars on Native Americans for more land, mass immigration 
of Europeans and other nationalities, and the annexation of 
Mexican land and citizens through aggressive wars. 


European imperialism in Afrika, the artificial division, 
of the continent into colonies, and national/colonial oppres- 
sion created new nations there. Afrikan resistance and the 
gaining of independence from a weakened retreating Europe- 
an imperialism transformed the colonial nations into the 
independent multi-national Afrikan states of today. So, the 
driving force of a developing capitalism, imperialism, 
colonialism, national oppression and the resistance to it, 
create nations and propel them on the path to independence 
as a means of controlling their own destiny. 


Native Americans are primarily the descendents of the 
indigenous nations that originally inhabited this continent, 
Mexican-Americans/Chicanos are primarily the descendents 
of Mexican inhabitants of the Southwest (which was forcibly 
annexed to the U.S.) and of Mexican immigrants since 
annexation. Blacks are primarily the descendents of 
Afrikans enslaved in the South during the era of chattel 
slavery. Native Americans, Blacks and Mexican- 
Americans/Chicanos have always been treated as internal 
colonies of the U.S. and all have been subjected to long- 
term, across-the-board national oppression in the U.S. Itis 
this long-term national oppression that has fused each of 
these nationalities into separate and distinct nations within 
the U.S.—distinet from the European-American nations—and 
also dintinct from their original descendents. 


The method most often used today to form 
independent nations is the plebiscite (a national vote, usually 
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onducted by an impartial outside observer like the U.N.) in 
which only the nationals in question participate so they can 
freely decide questions of citizenship, independence, 
sovereignty, autonomous federation, amalgamation into 

me larger society or whatever. It goes without saying that 
no imperialist nation will conduct a plebiscite among its 
oppressed nationalities, colonies (foreign or domestic) unless 
forced, usually by escalating waves of mass demonstrations, 
strikes and insurrections which often culminate in a people's 
war. 10 be successful, the demonstrations, strikes or 
insurrections must either defeat the oppressor or make it 
too costly for the oppressor to maintain its colonial 
domination any longer. 


The right to self-determination for oppressed nations 
inherently carries with it the right to secede. Secession 
means territory—land. Although a developing capitalism 
acts as the consolidator of nations, in its higher stages the 
disersal of nations sets in. Whole segments are forced to 
break off in search of a livelihood—to distant territories, 
flocking to the cities, ete—as in the dispersal of the Black 
Nation from the South, the dispersal of Native Americans to 
seattered reservations and the continued undermining of 
their remaining lands/nations. Mexican American/Chicanos 
have dispersed off the land of the Southwest into migrant 
worker camps, sweatshops and "barrios." Today's oppressed 
nations are faced with two opposing tendencies: the 
coalescence of nations due to the internal colonial factor 
and the dispersal of those same nations due to the higher 
stages of capitalism in the U.S. The fact remains that they 
are nations still, but have little or no land; they are 
ptimarily nations in diaspora. So where is their land? It's 
the land that is predominately inhabited by them and/or that 
Which they justifiably claim as their national homeland. 


Native Americans can rightly claim the continental 
U.S. as their national homeland, or any parts thereof; most 
definitely they can claim the lands which they currently 
inhabit. Mexican-Americans/Chicanos can similarly claim 
all or any parts of the Southwest; definitely they can claim 
the part which is predominately inhabited by them. Blacks 


61 


= 


= | 


were transplanted from Afrika to the South by force; the 
are still predominant in various regions of the Black Belt 
Although not the original inhabitants, Blacks—with Native 
American consent—are completely justified in claiming the 
Black Belt as their national homeland; definitely they Can 
claim those regions predominately inhabited by them, With 
regard to the dispersed masses of oppressed nationalities 
colonized in the large cities lying outside the nationg) 
homelands, self-determination is primarily a matter of 
gaining territorial autonomy (self-government) for eagp 
district where they predominate, if they so choose. 


Determining borders presents no insurmountable prob- 
lem. Borders for the autonomous urban districts can be 
determined similar to the way Congressional districts ape 
drawn today, except the districts would be drawn to encirgle 
those areas where oppressed nationalities are the majority 
population. Borders for independent nations resulting from 
national liberation struggles are usually already predefined 
in terms of a fixed region that is to be contested, i.e., the 
national homeland... It is then primarily a matter of driving 
the imperialist government's military forces from the 
contested region or from a sufficient part thereof to 
establish an independent state. 


It is obvious that independence/sovereignty for op- 
pressed nations would Balkanize, or dissect, present U.S, 
boundaries and make the major outlying cities a federation 
of autonomous districts. But suffice it to say, there is 
nothing sacred about artificial borders se. up by US 
imperialism. 


As for the concern that the new nations might not 
have sufficient economie base to survive: and that the 
process becomes "Bantustanism," oppressed nations don't 
need a paternalistic great white father to fret over them, 
What they need is for the oppressor nation to cease its 
colonial exploitation and domination of them. Bantustan 
exists, not because nations are economically unviable, but 
because they don't have the true self-determination that 1s 
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eessary to arrange their economic system to benefit their 
e people instead of benefitting the imperialist nation. 


As for the fear of splitting the working class: in the 
first analysis, the U.S. working class is already split and 
always has been due to the preferential treatment given the 
white workers to keep them aligned with the status quo. 
This is a reality of American life. Concrete reality also 
dictates that, for an oppressed nation, the primary contra- 
diction is national oppression. It could not be otherwise in 
the era of imperialism (although dying) where the primary 
form of class struggle is represented by the struggle 
petween the oppressor nations and the oppressed nations. 


But in the final analysis, there is no universal law 
which states that "a multi-national working class, once split- 
dike Humpty Dumpty—can never be joined together again." 
A careful study of national liberation struggles shows that 
very few had the support of the oppressor nation's working 
class in the initial stages of the struggle. How could they 
when the rulers of the oppressor nation control the major 
resources, media, ete. and use every means at their disposal 
to sow national antagonisms, schisms and to paint the 
oppressed nationalities as a nation of savages, shirkers, and 
criminals? 


Most national liberation struggles gained the support 
of the oppressor nation's working class during the struggle or 
at its culmination. The concrete conditions of the struggle 
itself educated the workers of the oppressor nation—and in a 
Way that logical argument alone could never do. Socialist 
countries exist today where there were none yesterday. The 
same holds true for progressive independent and non-aligned 
countries. They also have working classes. If a struggle for 
independence/sovereignty by domestic oppressed nations 
causes the White working class to split off further, then in 
foday's world it is possible and likely that the working 
lasses of socialist, progressive, independent and non-aligned 
countries would fill some of the void until the White working 

in the U.S. learns through hard experience (and not 


63 


. | 


shrough breathless pleas alone) what international wopkjp, 
class solidarity is really about. It is in the interest of ay to 
destroy U.S. imperialism, grant self-determination fop all 
oppressed nations and usher in a socialist society. 


Build to Win Independence and Socialism! 


Marion Prison, Illinois 
6/14/81 


gondonce 


o 
© gavelted 
x) 
of 0 
o* Ae d of 
Th ‘ove! 
the most 


love, 
. “Fong 
‘Ur people. oF 


BOOKREVIEWS 


Following the publication of "Message to the Afrikan- 
american Women for Positive and Productive Change" in 
their newsletter, Maia Yehwah sent Sundiata a copy of 
africa Magazine and asked that he write a commentary on it 
for their next newsletter. He did, but before it could be 
rinted, Maia went on a extended trip to Afrika and the 
newsletter ceased publication. During this period, the 
purning Spear newspaper of APSP began doing publicity 
work around the issue of BLA P.O.W.'s and asked Sundiata to 
write a regular column in their newspaper. Since "Commen- 
tary on Africa-Magazine" was already written, but never 
ublished, Sundiata agreed to write regular book reviews for 
their newspaper in which "Commentary on Afrika Magazine" 
would serve as the first review. 


APSP then sent Stolen Legacy by G. James and a 
recently published autobiography by Bobby Seale to Sundiata 
for review. Sundiata reviewed Stolen Legacy in the next 
edition of their newspaper, but read and returned the 
autobiography of Bobby Seale to APSP without printable 
comment. 


Enemies:_The Clash of Races was currently being read 
and circulated by prisoners in the MCU Behavior Modifica- 
tion Unit where Sundiata was confined. He read the book 
and reviewed it. 


APSP sent The West and the Rest of Us and The Black 
Family in Slavery and Freedom for review in their March "79 
pecial Edition on Black Women. Both books were read and 
reviewed. 


Voices of a Black Nation and Foundation of a Black 
Nation were books that were currently being read and 
titeulated by prisoners in the MCU Behavior Modification 
Unit. Both books were read and reviewed. 
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Towards People's War for Independence anq Socia}; 
in Puerto Rico and Notes from an Afrikan P.O.W. Joum Alism 
Book 1 were pamphlets received in the normal flow rae 


that results from being on the mailing list of vari 
political organizations. Both were read and reviewed, 70us 


In the month of Maleolm X's birthday (May 1 
Sundiata's review consisted of a reprint of a section from 
"Message to the Grassroots," a speech by Malcolm X on Lane 
and the Black Revolution. In August, the month of Mare 
Garvey's birthday (August 17), the review consisteq of 
reprint of sections from "Philosophy and Opinions," a Speech 
in which Garvey outlined the principles of the Universa 
Negro Improvement Association, and excerpts of his letters 
written from the Tombs Prison, New York City, and Atlanta 
Federal Penitentiary. On another occasion Sister Amin of 
the East Trenton Community Center wrote an excellent 
guest review of The Destruction of Black Civilization p 
Chancellor Williams. Neither of the latter three reviews are 
reprinted here. 
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COMMENTARY ON AFRICA MAGAZINE--March '78 Issue 
<a 


The March '78 issue of Africa Magazine gives a very 
ood political presentation of African countries, but some of 
‘ts economic presentations miss the boat entirely, especially 
Bose that tend to rejoice at and glorify foreign investments 
in Afrika. Painting this rosy picture of foreign investments 
and loans as something beneficial to Afrika mis-represents 
the harmful nature of these investments and it glosses over 
the serious stumbling blocks most of them set up to true 
Afrikan growth, development and independence. 


A prime example of this is seen by comparing two 
articles on Tunisia in the March '78 issue: (1) the political 
article titled "Black Thursday" (page 27); and (2) the 
economic article titled "Growth through Investments" 


(page 102), 


The political article is titled "Black Thursday" because 
on Thursday, January 26, 1978 over 100 Tunisians were killed 
and some 400 wounded by gunfire from government troops 
during one of the worst riots in Tunisian history. Much of 
the damage and looting was caused by jobless teenagers 
during a 24-hour general strike spearheaded by the militant 
leftist trade Union Generale des Travailleurs Tunisien 
(UGTT), the largest workers' movement in the country with 
some 650,000 members. The article goes on to describe how 
the government arrested some 1200 union members in a mass 
round-up throughout the country. Part of the plan of the 
general strike was to sabotage the new and highly ambitious 
five-year plan, a brainchild of Premier Hadi Nouira who is 
especially hated by the UGTT. The article concluded with 
the fact that "The grain harvest has been bad this year while 
Tunisia's main export of textiles and olive oil has been badly 


hit by EEC restriction....." 


The "Black Thursday" article presented a very ac- 
curate political picture of events in Tunisia. It did contain 
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one off-the-cuff reference to "...the high birth rate and 
large numbers of jobless young people are one of Tunisia's 
biggest—and most untractable headaches..." which seems tg 
hint that over-population may be one source of the problem, 
But since it is possible to put the entire world's population 
on tiny Long Island, New York and have room left over, then 
over-population is neither a world problem nor the majop 
problem in any nation—and certainly not Tunisia's with on} 
4 million or so people. Other than that slight detour, the 
article was very objective and from it we can conclude that 
the political situation is one of a mass general strike anq 
jobless youths! rioting which were met with harsh repression, 
murder and mass arrests by government troops and police 
acting with the approval of the head of the government, 
President Habib Bourguiba. The polities of a country are 
primarily determined by its economics, meaning that if we 
can get an accurate picture of Tunisia's economic policies, 
then that in itself will usually spotlight the cause of the 
political unrest. So we take a look at Tunisia's economic 
policies as portrayed in the article "Growth through Invest- 
ments." 


The economic article begins by painting a glorious 
picture of Tunisia's economic growth and it attributes this 
growth to the "rapid expansion of investments." It goes on 
to proclaim that in "construction and manufacturing high 
annual growth rates of 12 and 9 percent were recorded 
respectively." Well, naturally all this sounds very good but 
the fact is that its citizens are rioting in the streets—and 
are being shot down and arrested in droves—so obviously, 
something is wrong somewhere. Reading further we find 
",..the service sector grew rapidly as a whole, principally 
owing to the growth of government services (12 percent) and 
transport (9 percent)." And then it slips in a little, telltale 
statement saying, "The annual growth of 3 percent_in 
agricultural output was favorable, due to good weather 
conditions." This seems somewhat in contradiction to the 
"Black Thursday" reference to the bad grain harvest, but | 


nevertheless we now have a slight clue into Tunisia's real 
problem. If construction grew 12 percent, manufacturing 9 
percent, government services 12 percent and transport 9 
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ercent, then why did agricultural output only grow at the 
jow rate of 3 percent? This will become clearer later. 
Reading on, we find "the high rate of economic growth was 
mainly the result of rapid expansion of investments....Pri- 
yate and foreign investments were concentrated on export 
oriented and labor intensive manufacturing industries where | 
fiscal_ concessions were obtainable and unit labor cost | 
relatively low." So now we have our first real insight into | 
the true source of Tunisia's problem. Basically, the previous 
mumbo jumbo was nothing but a high falutin way of saying 
foreign investors have most of their monies invested in the 
manufacturing industries that export raw material out of 


Tunisia. 


Furthermore, the Tunisian government can be relied 
upon to cooperate with these foreigners by selling its natural 
resources to them cheaply while keeping a tight lid on the 
Tunisian worker's low wages so that foreign investors will be 
able to reap high profits. The article goes on to admit that, 
while wages for workers are relatively low, "...the cost of 
living increased moderately...although there was an excep- 
tionally high increase of 9.5 percent in 1975." 


Well, anyone knows that low wages coupled with 
exceptionally high living costs is enough to make any people 
riot.....but there is more. The article continues "...rapid 
economic growth and vigorous investment efforts 
contributed to the creation of 164,000 jobs during 1973-76." 
However (and here's the catch) "...due to decreases in 
immigration to Western European countries and an increas- ; 
ing number of women seeking employment.... there was 
greater unemployment, particularly among the young | 
workers." In fact, the article finally admits there is a high 
rate of unemployment. 


Thus we begin to see the real picture of Tunisia's 
economy consisting of (1) vigorous (foreign) investments, (2) 
low wages for Tunisian workers, (3) exceptionally high 
increases in cost of living and (4) a high rate of 
unemployment. Is there still any wonder why the Tunisian 
people are rioting in the streets?? 
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But there is still more. The article goes on to describe 
the scope of the latest five-year plan mentioned in the 
"Black Thursday" article as a target of the dissatisfieg 
strikers and rioters. The latest five-year plan calls fop 
",..annual investments...52 percent higher than the precedin 
plan." (Meaning a higher increase of foreign investments),,,. 
"that give primary emphasis to mining and energy and 
manufacturing." (Meaning a greater plunder of the country's 
natural resources for export).... "Most of the...plan's invest- 
ment target is to financed from domestic sources." (Mean- 
ing steep tax increases on Tunisian citizens).... "The remain- 
ing investment is to be financed by external sources, 
Tunisia's recourse to foreign borrowing is expected to 
triple"!!! And with that, they let the cat completely out 
of the bag: foreign investments is basically nothing but 
foreign borrowing! ! The economy of Tunisia is not growing; 
in fact, it is being bled to death because the country is going 
further into debt with each round of foreign investments. 


The foreign investors, and evidently the traitorous 
Tom President Bourguiba, are reaping huge fortunes export- 
ing the country's wealth in raw materials while the Tunisian 
people are being bled white and held down in wretched 
poverty. Can any poor black family grow prosperous by 
hocking its furniture and household possessions in the pawn 
shop? No! But that is exactly what Tunisia's government 
leaders (or any poor Afrikan nation) is doing when they 
insanely expect "Growth through (foreign) Investments." 
The same economic laws that apply to local family budgets 
are equally valid for nations. At least a local family has the 
possibility of redeeming its possessions back from the pawn 
shop, but once a country pawns (exports) its precious natural 
resources, they are gone forever. Foreign investments is 
just the latest gimmick used to continue the robbery of 
Afrikan and Third World countries of their natural resources 
by taking them to the European imperialist pawn shop. To 
simply let some European investors set up some mining and 
manufacturing plants on Afrikan soil so they can better rape 
and pillage the natural resources for their own benefit is not 
a solution to the problem—it is the problem. 
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Now we can better understand why the agricultural 
owth figure was so low. Tunisian government leaders are 
concentrating on securing foreign investments: and loans, 
instead of concentrating on providing adequate food, cloth- 
ing, shelter, jobs and industries for its people so they can 
roduce the things they need to benefit themselves and 
make their lives more worthwhile. In order for most 
countries to prosper, unless blessed with an abundance of oil, 
gold, diamonds, etc., they must first concentrate on agricul- 
ture which is geared towards feeding themselves, clothing 
themselves and sheltering themselves. In that way, they 
peome more independent to do other progressive things for 
themselves. 


Frankly, Tunisia's budget does show a significant 
allotment for agriculture but evidently it is geared to 
exporting its products which is altogether different from 
agriculture for home consumption. Concentrating on foreign 
investments only makes a country more dependent on 
foreigner—and eventually foreigners completely control the 
country. An earlier quote proves this to a tee when it 
stated, "The grain harvest has been bad this year while 
Tunisia's main export of textiles and olive oil has been badly 
hit _by EEC restrictions" The EEC is the European 
Economic Commission, commonly known as the European 
Common Market, and is one of several front organizations 
that western European investors use to continue their rape 
of Afrikan and other Third World countries' raw materials. 
It is obvious from the article's own words that the EEC has 
such a strangle-hold on the Tunisian economy that they can 
restrict its markets at will and thereby plunge the economy 
and country into chaos. The EEC and western investors will 
always seek to avoid making any significant investment or 
loan for building up any agricultural or industrial base that 
will make Afrikan countries more independent; they only 
invest in areas that export raw materials and increase their 
control over a country. 


For Africa Magazine to glorify that particular type 
economic policy, as it did in "Growth through Investments," 
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does a disservice to Afrikan people everywhere. It Misleads 
our people into thinking that western foreign investment, 
and loans are beneficial to Afrika, when in reality most of 
them are tools to bankrupt and control Afrika. There is No 
rosy picture of economic growth in Tunisia; the economy jg 
being bankrupted and the main cause is western foreign 
investors in cahoots with traitorous Tom government leagq- 
ers. 


Afrikan people in the U.S. would do well to remembep 
the lessons of Tunisia under Bourguiba the next time the 
hear one of their own Negro leaders begging some rich 
foundation or corporation for a grant, or a loan, or to invest 
in some black community or project. Western foreign 


investments and loans almost always bring with them foreign _ 


influence which eventually results in foreign control anq 
exploitation. And, whenever you hear these Negro leaders 
bragging about some big grant or loan they just secured from 
one of those big foundations or corporations, they are only 
telling you who controls them—and for whom they are 
controlling you. 


Build to Win! 


Trenton State Prison 
4/9/78 
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STOLEN LEGACY 


By George G. M. James. Publishers: Julian Richard- 
son Associates, 540 McAllister Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94102. Copyright 1954, reprinted 1976. 190 pages. © 
$4.95. 


The book basically sets out to prove that the Greeks 
stole their philosophy from ancient North African Egyptian | 
Mystery System and it does a pretty good job in accomplish- 
ing its task. Those who question this premise should read | 
the book for that purpose alone. It provides sharp insights 
into the ancient Afrikan origins of Greek philosophy, giving 

_ special attention to the philosophies of Socrates, Plato, and 
Aristotle. As the book unwinds, it sheds interesting light on 
Egyptian theology and science, ancient Greece, Alexander 
the Great, Doctrines of the Union of Opposites, Education of 
Egyptian Priests, and shows that what is commonly called 
Greek philosophy was really the beginning of the study of 
science or the investigation of nature resulting first from 
Afrikan contact and later from the eventual pillage of 
Afrika. 


The author writes in plain language that is easy to | 
understand, which is always important when writing books 
for black peoples. Likewise, "the shorter most books, the 
better." This one is 190 pages of big print which makes it | 
one of the better. Even though it is written plainly, the | 
main subject matter deals with Greeks and the early | 

| 
| 


chapters almost overwhelm the reader with a slew of Greek 
names, Greek city-states, Greek episodes and naturally after 
awhile it begins to sound like a bunch of Greek. But hold on. 
Bro James soon comes to the rescue with a very innovative 
technique (similar to what Mao Tse-Tung used to teach the 
world dialectics). He simply repeats the main body of his 
book over and over again, each time making things a little 
clearer. On each pass, he elaborates points that were 
previously unclear and condenses others previously cleared 
up, until the final version is condensed in plain Janguage that 
is easily understood. 
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During each pass, he gives interesting side glances intg 
the common thread running through Greek philosophy ang 
Free Masonry, theology, Egyptian Book of the Dead, Osiris 
(represented by the "Open Eye"), science, etc., all of which 
are rooted in what he calls the Egyptian Mystery System, 
Another good feature of the book is its inclusion of 
footnotes right in line with the main text. This avoids 
"breaking your concentration" because there is no need to 
flip to the end of the book to read footnotes. Most of the 
references are western European texts—probably due to the 
book being written in 1954 when few Black and Third World 
references were accessible/available. 


Another interesting aspect of the book is that it gives 
a new dimension into the real origin of dialectics which is g 
cornerstone of Marxist theory. Bro James is definitely not a 
Marxist; his main concern is Afrikan redemption and he igs 
also religious. So it is a reasonable assumption that he had 
no personal interest (or intentions) in "preaching Marxism" 
when he summarized the "Doctrine of Opposites" as follows; 


"After the Egyptian Priests discovered the fundamen- 
tal principle of opposites as the underlying life in the 
universe, they applied it in their interpretation of 
natural phenomena." (p. 179) 


Well, that is the essence of dialectics and it could not 
have been stated any clearer by Marx himself. The main 
point is that dialectics is as old as the universe and, like 
many ancient concepts, its roots can be traced to Afrika. 
The other point is that Marx did not "invent" dialectics, so 
anyone rejecting dialectics under the mistaken belief they 
are rejecting Marxism is basing their rejection of dialectics 
on the wrong grounds. 


Stolen Legacy analyzes the ancient Egyptian Mystery 
System by blending religious with scientific outlooks. Most 
times it leans toward the religious (or metaphysical) which 
leads Bro James to idealistic conclusions. This brings us to 
the main flaw in an otherwise good book. It is best to quote 
here directly so as to avoid any misrepresentation on my 
part: 
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"Now that it has been shown that philosophy and the 
arts and sciences were bequeathed to civilization by 
the people of North Africa and not by the people of 
Greece, the pendulum of praise and honor is due to 
shift from the people of Greece to the people of the 
African continent...This is going to mean a tremen- 
dous change in world opinion, and attitudes for all 
peoples and races...would change their opinion from 
one of disrespect to one of respect for Black peoples 
throughout the world and treat them accord- 
ingly....With this change in the mentality of Black and 
White people, great changes are also expected in 
their respective attitudes toward each other, and in 
society as a whole." (p. 153) 


"But our disturbed race relations have also another 
cause ...the false tradition about the backwardness of 
the African Continent...has been dramatized by mis- 
sionary literature and exhibitions...as a source of 
laughter and disrespect....This policy has created 
bitterness and dissatisfaction in the minds of the 
natives, who have been compelled to question the 
sincerity of the missionary...I suggest that since the 
missionary dramatizes false tradition because he 
himself also believes it, we should combine our 
efforts, first of all in re-educating him so that he 
might know the truth and change his superior complex 
which is responsible for his mistaken policy. His re- 
education should consist of...study of... Stolen Lega- 
cy; but he must also be given special training in the 
language, customs, and ideals of Africans, in order to 
make him cultivate an attitude of respect for the 
culture of the African Continent...because it is the 
birthplace and cradle of the Ancient Mysteries. With 
a world enlightened as to the real truth about...the 
African Continent...false tradition and belief should 
cease to be effective, disrespect and prejudice should 
tend to disappear, and race relations should tend to 
be normal and peaceful." (p. 157) 


Well, that's a little idealistic, to say the least, but | 
considering the book was written in 1954, then virtually out- | 
of-print/suppressed (?) for 22 years until reprinted in 1976, 
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then the above quote is not that surprising. Most Black 
people then, and frankly, many still do now, consider racism 
as primarily the result of "misconceptions," "misunderstand- 
ings" and "bad ideas" among whites and that once whites 
"understand" the "truth" about Blacks, they would supposedly 
lose their prejudices. Now that may sound good, but the 
naked truth is that whites are racist because, in general, al] 
of them benefit from racism. They receive economie, 
political, social, material, psychological, physical and almost 
any benefit you can name from racism, including life itself— 
they even live longer than we do. And it will take more than 
some books on ancient African civilizations and histories, op 
any other "moral argument" geared toward "enlightment," to 
make them cease racial oppression of us. Whites will be 
racist as long as they benefit from it. They will benefit 
from it as long as they maintain more control over our own 
lives than we do. 


Therefore our energies would best be directed at the 
gathering of sufficient strength among ourselves to make it 
incapable or unbeneficial for them to. maintain control over 
our lives. To make it plain, our main job is not "to enlighten 
the whites," but to seize control over our own Black lives, 
Such is the stuff that national liberation struggles for 
independence are made of. 


Aside from that touch of idealism about the solution to 
racism, and a few other excursions into metaphysics, the 
book is pretty good. It does give a basic understanding of 
how ancient North Afrikan civilization was stolen by the 
Greeks. And it also contains a number of other interesting 
drinks that could serve as a starting point for further 
research and investigation. 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 


Trenton State Prison 
6/7/78 
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ENEMIES: _THE CLASH OF RACES 


By Haki R. Madhibuti. Publisher: The Third World 
Press, Chicago, IL. Copyright in 1977. 243 pages. 
$5.95 


This book is about race, and it tackles the issue head 
on. Covering a wide range of topics, it is a composite of 
leading black nationalist thought today and contains fre- 
quent quotes of prominent black nationalists both past and 
present. Throughout the book, there are extensive lists of 
major black nationalist works recommended for reading and 
studying. Enemies is basically a collection of current essays 
by brother Haki with the central theme being that blacks 
must be about struggling from a black frame of reference to 
solve black problems first, that the white race and white 
supremacy is the major enemy of the black race and that 
blacks in the U.S. must move towards building independent 
institutions, expanding them to independent mini-subsys- 
tems, and ultimately towards an independent black nation 
state on land in the South. 


The strength of the book is that it raises issues/ques- 
tions "point blank" that many people have been trying to get 
around for years—or have attempted to lay on the side to be 
settled "after the revolution"—or implied that the revolution 
itself will solve these problems without ever saying exactly 
how. The way Bro Haki raises these questions will irk some 
readers but the point is that these questions need to be 
raised, put on the table and aired, and he has done that. As 
Malcolm said, "If you are afraid of black nationalism, you 
are afraid of revolution and if you love black nationalism, 
you love revolution." Some of the issues/questions revolve 
around: The documented history of whites continuously 
warring on and exploiting blacks, whites presently en- 
trenched in control of the world regardless of their 
ideological differences, the white left's history of contin- 
uously seeking to control, dominate, manipulate and disrupt 
the black movement, the brainwashing most blacks suffer 
from white indoctrination, the 17th Century European origins 
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of Marxist theories which did/does not include any deep 
analysis of black and third world histories and oppressions 
the validity of economic solutions alone as a solution ty 
racism, black survival as blacks become obsolete in this 
highly technological society, the rise of rampant homosey. 
uality and bi-sexuality among both black men and women, 
the significant decrease in available young black men due to 
drugs, prisons, high murder rate, homosexuality and mentg] 
institutions, the effects of this on the black woman ang 
family, and the alarming rise in birth control, abortions, 
hysterectomies and sterilizations forced on black women. 


Besides raising these burning issues, the other positive 
aspect of the book is that it does put forth some practica) 
ideas/suggestions toward solving these problems or at least 
aims at providing a starting point for working out a solution, 
Some progressive solutions presented include: the necessity 
to develop a black nationalist ideology, defining the enemy 
as white supremacy and/or anything/body that consciously or 
unconsciously works against the black race—even if it wears 
a black face, building black independent institutions, orga- 
nizing the family as the first line in the foundation of black 
consciousness, commitment to a lifestyle compatible with 
struggle, working with all progressive strata of the black 
community, creating a black accountability force (i.e., black 
military apparatus), fighting for the minds of black people 
and for total liberation as an independent black nation state 
on land in the South. As with most black nationalist books, 
this one is written in plain language that is easy to read and 
understand. And it is contained within a reasonable number 
of pages in big print. 


The main weaknesses of the book revolve around the 
inherent weakness in defining the enemy primarily in terms 
of a whole race, the tendency to view the white race as one 
solid united indivisible white bloc, and last, the tendency of 
Bro Haki to sometimes make rash and even contradictory 
statements, presumably in the heat of passion or out of pure 
frustration. As examples, we look at various definitions of 
the enemy throughout the book: 
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1. The major enemy is white supremacy as practiced 
by white people in the form of Communism, Democ- 
racy, Christianity, Socialism, Capitalism, Islam and 
any other white developed system or isms. (p. 24) 


2. We are a Black people and race consciousness as a 
correct historical frame of reference is mandatory 
and our enemy (the non-Black of the world) knows it 
if we don't. (p. 61) 


3. The real enemy of Black people is now in the open; 
the air is clear; the sides are chosen; the fight will 
continue. (p. 72) 


4. The major enemy of the Black race is the white 
race. (p. 73) 


5. Our enemy is anything or anybody that consciously 
or unconsciously works against the race—even if it 
wears a Black face. (p. 86) 


6. The major enemy of the Black race is the white 
whether they be Communist, Socialist or Capitalist. 
(p. 87) 


7. White people have proven themselves to be the 
traditional and historical enemy of Black people 
(there may be one or two exceptions).... (p. 186) 


The most obvious contradiction is definition #2 above 
defining our enemy as the non-black of the world. The non- 
black of the world include the red people, brown people, 
yellow people and John-Brown-type white people. 
people are not our enemies, and simply being non-black does 
not make them so. 


Definition #3: "The real enemy is now in the open..." 
is in reference to white Arab representatives of state and 
white Cuban translators present at the Sixth Pan African 
Conference (Six PAC) where the "black marxist" and 
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President Nyerere's and President Sekou Toure's ideologieg 
viewpoints won dominance. Briefly, there do exist Argh 
states in Afrika and Arabs are perfectly within their rights 
to attend a Pan African Conference; otherwise the 
Conference should change its name. The white Cubans are 
doing more dying (and fighting) in Afrika for Afrikans than 
all U.S. blacks combined. President Nyerere and President 
Toure's statemanship speaks for itself—and the allusion to 
including them in the camp of the "real enemy" points up the 
tendency of Bro Haki to sometimes make rash statements 
out of passion or frustration, in particular when it comes to 
those he classifies as "black marxists" or whites in general, 


Definition #4: "The major enemy...is the white race" 
along with Definition #5: "...whether they be Communist, 
Socialist or Capitalist" point up the tendency to view the 
white race as one solid, unified bloc and a weakness jn 
defining the enemy primarily in terms of a whole race, 
When speaking in strictly racial terms, there is no doubt that 
the white race in general has been for centuries and still is 
the major oppressor and exploiter of the black race. This is 
a fact that cannot be denied. So a solid white bloc unified in 
its opposition to blacks is an understandable viewpoint anda 
very passionate one indeed, but it is not necessarily a very 
astute one. The black nation in the U.S., in the Americas 
and in Afrika itself is going to have to fight for its life in 
the not-too-distant future; the opening shots have already 
been fired. In order to emerge victorious, self-deter mining 
and politically independent in the complex inter-connected 
multi-national, multi-classed real world of today, the black 
nation is going to have to make a much more penetrating 
analysis than simply: "the major enemy of the black race is 
the white race..."-—and that is a cold fact. The following 
passage from Bro Haki's own words sheds light on the 
situation: 


"The man who was to strike fear into the hearts of 
white power in the western hemisphere was not in the 
U.S., but in Haiti. He was Toussaint L'Overatore, 
leader of the Haitian Revolution (1791). He was a 


80 


prilliant strategist and field general who out- 
maneuvered the European world by fighting and 
thinking hard and correctly, first as an ally of Spain 
against France, then as an ally of France against 
England and Spain. Playing the Spanish against the 
French and French against the English, he out- 
maneuvered the best diplomats of his day and gained 
freedom for the slaves." (p. 29) 


It appears that Bro Toussaint learned well that old 
Afrikan proverb saying, "The enemy of my enemy is my 
friend." Had he looked at the white race as one solid 
indivisible bloc, he could never have analyzed the difference 
between them, broken up their alliances against him, nor 
made the alliances he did. Without such, he probably would 
not be cherished by the black world today for liberating his 
people, setting up the only black republic in the western 
hemisphere, and for being the only black general to 
thoroughly whip Napoleon Bonaparte's troops, making them 
"hat up" out of the Americas. 


Enemies needs to be read by all people because it has 
some truths that need to be known, raises some questions 
that need to be resolved, presents some solutions that need 
to be put into effect, and has some loose ends that need 
tightening up. But the main task the book set for itself was 
"to define the enemy." Yet some of the definitions border 
extremely close to the old standards used by our enemy to 
persecute us—as a race. The enemies’ children will curse 
them to the millionth generation for loosing such an evil 
sickness upon them and the world. We do not want our 
children cursing us. The black race, black people and all 
peoples who suffer under this oppression have much more to 
give the world than the same old standards used by our 
bitter enemy. 


If centuries of injustices, rape, pillage, kidnappings, 
slavery, lynchings, castration, humiliation, outrage and 
continuous struggle has taught us anything, it has definitely 
taught us that we must wipe the enemy and the enemy's 
Standards off the face of this planet forever and we must 
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regain control over our own lives and step back inside oy 
own history. That in itself will usher in whole new worlds of 
freedom, humanity, and joy for us and all oppressed peoples 
as well. But the history of our struggle and triumph mug 
free and inspire our children and the world for generations 
to come, long after we and this evil are gone. That is the 
task of black liberation, national liberation, Third Worjgq 
revolution and world revolution as we line up to enter the 
2lst Century. A world on the verge of super technology 
built upon the bones of our foreparents, with sick little men 
in control: that is what we have now. We know what it is, 
For too many centuries we have known, seen and felt its 
weight everyday of our lives, so we REALLY know what it 
is, what it means and how to define it. A poem by Sistep 
Marie Evans printed in a recent Black News article by Bro, 
E. Curtis Alexander immediately comes to mind: 


Speak the truth to the people 

Talk sense to the people 

Free them with reason 

Free them with honesty 

Free the people with Love and Courage 
and Care for their being 


Speak the truth to the people 

It is not necessary to blow the mind 

Only to free the mind 

To identify the enemy is to free the mind 
A free mind has no need to scream 

A free mind is ready for other things 


To BUILD black schools 

To BUILD black children 

To BUILD black minds 

To BUILD black love 

To BUILD black impregnability 
To BUILD a strong black nation 
To BUILD. 


Speak the truth to the people 
Spare them the opium of devil-hate 
They need no trips on honky-chants 
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Move them instead to a BLACK ONENESS 
A black strength which will defend its own 


A black strength which attacks the laws 
Exposes the lies disassembles the structure 
And ravages the very foundation of evil 


Speak the truth to the people 

To identify the enemy is to free the mind 
Free the mind of the people 

Speak to the mind of the people 

Speak Truth. 


"Build the world the way a world is supposed to be built." 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 


Trenton State Prison 
10/12/78 
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THE WEST AND THE REST OF US 


By Chinweizu. Publisher: Vintage Books Division of 
Random House, New York, New York. Copyright in 
1975. 520 pages. $4.95. 


This book exposes the lies, destroys the myths ang 
ravishes the very foundation of evil. It is a work written 
with motion, liveliness and a devastating insight, but without 
all the rhetoric so that it comes across very clear to the 
reader. The main emphasis explains the techniques used by 
the West to maniuplate and control Afrika at the interng- 
tional level. This is of particular interest to us because the 
techniques were first developed here in the U.S. They were 
originally used against the Native Americans and blacks 
since the earliest periods, then perfected against Latin 
American countries later. The author explains how the US, 
emerged from World War II as the undisputed leader of the 
Western world. The U.S. then went about replacing the old 
European method of direct control (colonization) with its 
more sophisticated method. of economic control (neo 
colonization) through small groups of "elites" within the 
emerging independent Afrikan nations. Bro. Chinweizu 
labels this global version of Third World elites as nothing but 
a bunch of Nigger Toms. So that there is no mistake about 
where he is coming from, he quotes Malcolm directly: 


"As Malcolm X described it: 'The slavemaster took 
Tom and dressed him well, fed him well and even 
gave him a little education—a little education; gave 
him a long coat and a top hat and made all the other 
slaves look up to him. Then he used Tom to control 
them.'" (p. 440) 


"This system, developed in slave days, survived the 
Emancipation Proclamation that officially ended 
slavery in the United States. Again according to 
Maleolm X: ‘The same strategy that was used in 


those days is used today, by the same white man. He 
takes a Negro, a so-called Negro, and makes him 
prominant, builds him up, publicizes him, makes him a 
celebrity. And then he becomes a spokesman for 
Negroes—and a Negro leader. I would like to mention 
just one other thing quickly, and that is, the method 
the white man uses, how the white man uses the 'big 
guns,' or Negro leaders against the Negro revolution. 
They are not part of the Negro revolution....They 
control you, but they never incited you or excited 
you. They control you, they contain you, they have 
kept you on the plantation.'"(p. 441) 


Bro. Chinweizu makes alarming comparisons to how 
these elites are selling Afrika out today the same as aneient 
slaving chiefs did centuries ago. And he shows how Western 
plunder of Afrika's resources is wrecking it today exactly as 
slaving wrecked it in the past. In his search to discover how 
Europe so completely conquered Afrika—and why-—he takes 
the reader through an analysis of the ancient Afrikan 
Empires: Ghana, Mali, Songhay and the later periods. Sadly, 
he sees many independent Afrikan states repeating the same 
mistakes of the past: the failure to make arms, to engage in 
master trading, to copy and improve Western technology and 
weapons, to reorganize their economy, to rely on the masses 
and organize standing armies, among other short-comings. 


The book soundly refutes many popular current mis- 
conceptions. One such incorrect theory holds that conquest 
and colonization of Afrika was necessary to "advance it to 
industrialization." Chinweizu shows that Afrika would have 
industrialized anyway as a normal response to increasing 
trade with industrialized countries, if it had been left 
unhindered. He also shoots down the West's favorite 
propaganda theory that "increased productivity" is an ulti- 
mate good/goal in itself. He makes comparison to slaves 
who also increase their productivity, but this in no way 
means the slaves become richer. There are many other 
similar eye-openers throughout the book. In many places his 
expressions remind one of Malcolm's special genius for 
simplifying the beast's tricknology and exposing how it keeps 
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black and Third World peoples divided, confused and cop. 
trolled. Bro. Chinweizu attacks the West's systems of 
foreign aid, "free trade" and foreign investments with 
special vengenace, exposing these along with the European 
Common Market, the U.S. Agency for International Develop- 
ment (AID), and similar schemes as nothing but tools fop 
intervening in and controlling the affairs of Third Worig 
states and plundering their natural resources. Presently the 
West rips off the lion's share of the world's resources at the 
expense of the Third World remaining in wretched poverty, 
He stresses that it is mandatory that we achieve g 
realignment in the world system of trade; otherwise Afrika 
and we will suffer PERMANENT resubjugation by the West, 


Bro. Chinweizu is equally clear in his analysis of 
racism and asks: 


"Let us reflect...what disability burdens us with white 
rule?....and our backs with the whips of white task 
masters?....was it our blackness or our weak- 
ness?....What is the issue in the difference between us 
and the West...race or power?...Race did not conquer 
us...it was fire power—Maxim guns, whiffs of grape- 
shot and threats thereof....The issue is not race but 
imperialism." 


He sets our central tasks today as the elimination of our 
weakness, our powerlessness and the building of strength 
adequate for sovereignty and dignity in the contemporary 
world, stating that "We lost our dignity when we lost our 
power," and "those who want dignity in the world today must 
pay with the proper currency—power." He concludes that 
"white power gave birth to white racism and white racism 
serves white power. It is as simple as that." Counselling 
that you do not explain a transient thing (white power over 
the Third World) by invoking causes that do not change—i.e,, 
race, he states: 


"Those among us who, in their analysis and actions, 
insist on or imply that race, not power, is the 
fundamental aspect of our conditions are simply 
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laying the game of our conquerors. They must be 
told to stop." (p. 406) 


In concluding, Chinweizu states, "The West has for half 
a millenium been ‘living high on the hog,' and the hog is the 
rest of us." He cautions that the U.S. will try to Latin 
Americanize Afrika (rule it with the same methods used in 
Latin America) and that the fight for the shrinking world's 
resources could touch off a race war. He states emphatical- 
ly that Afrika needs The Bomb. Also he emphasizes that an 
alternative world economic system must be built which is 
not dependent upon Western prosperity at the misery of the 
rest of us. He sees the mission of Afrikan elites as 
mobilizing Afrika so she can save herself from Western 
imperialism (Afrika has no messianic mission to save the 
West from herself; those conscious in the West must cure 
the West of expansionism) for saving ourselves is a big 
enough task. He counsels that each victim of imperialism 
must liberate itself from its condition and Afrika's mission is 
to "liberate Afrika, create a liberated Afrikan culture, and 
foster a new global order within which we can stay 
liberated." 


There are not many faults in the book. It is a bit long 
(520 pages) but this is offset somewhat by the print being 
bigger than usual and the price being reasonable ($4.95). 
The first half of the book could be shorter because it's in the 
last half that he begins to throw down heavy. Although he 
states that the masses will change both Afrika and the 
elites, if the elites refuse to change, he still seems to put a 
little too much faith, in a back-handed way, in the ability of 
the elites to mend their ways and not enough emphasis on 
the masses. Perhaps this is due to his main aim being to 
alert the reader to the serious danger these international 
Nigger Toms pose to the freedom of the Third World and 
their central role as key agents in the U.S. strategy of global 
control. Perhaps it is because Chinweizu himself is an 
Afrikan elite—besides being an extremely conscious, 
dedicated revolutionary nationalist and an awesome writer. 
Maybe this is why he feels he can convince some of them to 
change. For some reason he felt the treacherous Tom 
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Mubuto of Zaire was worth quoting (twice) prominently in 
the book. Other than that, all in all, the book is an excellent 
work and makes for captivating reading and it should be useg 
as a Study guide from which to learn. 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 


Trenton State Prison - 11/23/78 


VOICES OF A BLACK NATION 


Edited by Theodore G. Vincent; Introduction by 
Robert Chrisman. Published: Ramparts Press, San 
Francisco, CA. Trade distribution by Monthly Review 
press, New York. Copyright 1973. 341 pages. $3.45. 


Voices is a collection of black newspaper articles 
written by black people during the heyday of the Black 
Renaissance. It covers the period (1917-1934) from World 
War I to the Great Depression. This was the age of the New 
Negro, the Harlem Renaissance and insurgent black 
journalism, Marcus Garvey and the black nationalist 
separatist movement, W. E. B. DuBois and the N.A.A.C.P. 
integrationist movement, the budding Pan-Afrikanist move- 
ment, the Communist movement, the Socialist movement, 
the Trade Union movement, labor strikes and strike-busting, 
riots, lynchings, the Scottsboro case and finally the Great 
Depression. The number of black newspapers and the 
percentage of blacks reading them mushroomed to record 
heights during this era. The only possible exception, in 
terms of black insurgent journalism, may have been the 
early '70's when the combined circulations of the Black 
Panther Newspaper and Muhammad Speaks Newspaper cap- 
tured the following of a phenomenal portion of the black 
masses. 


Voices has combed numerous libraries and private 
collections to come up with an impressive array of 
newspaper articles that reflect the essence of black rela- 
tions to the burning issues of the Renaissance era. Many of 
the Black Liberation Movement's debates today—self de- 
fense vs. non-violence, separatism vs. integration, national- 
ism vs. socialism, and Islam vs. Christianity—found their 
first mass audiences here. And here, in their own words are 
brief newspaper articles by those blacks engaged in the 
actions and passions of their times as the events unfolded. 
Each chapter in the book is preceded by a brief description 
of the times, setting and events that led up to the writing of 
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each particular article or debate; this provides a sense of 
perspective and continuity throughout the book. It is ve 
well put together, an excellent work and has no faults Worth 
quibbling over. 


There are numerous articles by Marcus Garvey, W, B 
B. DuBois, George Padmore, Hubert Harrison, Amy Jacque, 
Garvey, Mohamed Duse Ali, Author A. Schomburg, Langston 
Hughes, Samuel Haynes, A. Phillip Randolph and many Other 
well-known participants in the black struggle. Besides 
containing articles by well-known participants, the othe 
outstanding feature of Voices is that it contains just as many 
interesting first-hand accounts by lesser known or anony- 
mous participants and eye-witnesses in the black struggle~ 
all speaking in their own words as seen through their own 
eyes. The following are two such examples: 


The Burning Alive of John Henry Williams 
(From The Washington Eagle, July 16, 1921) 


From Moultrie, Georgia, scene of the burning of 
the Negro Williams, The Eagle has obtained the 
following facts by an eyewitness. It is clearly shown 
that officers of the law were leaders in mob violence 
and burning, acting with impunity. 


Says The Eagle's correspondent: 


"There are many things about the Williams burning 
more disgraceful than have been published. A sick 
woman and her child, who had nothing to do with the 
matter, were beaten into insensibility and left to die 
because of hoodlumism of the mob. Colored churches 
were burned, all colored farmers' fences were torn 
down and wealthy colored farmers chased from their 
homes, 


"Williams was brought to Moultrie on Friday night 
by sheriffs from fifty counties. Saturday court was 
called. Not a single colored person was allowed 


nearer than a block of the courthouse. The trial took 
a half hour. Then Williams, surrounded by fifty 
sheriffs armed with machine guns, started out of the 
courthouse door toward the jail. 


"Immediately a cracker by the name of Ken Murphy 
gave the Confederate yell: 'Whoo-whoo-let's get the 
nigger.' Simultaneously five hundred poor pecks 
rushed on the armed sheriffs, who made no resistance 
whatever. They tore the Negro's clothing off before 
he was placed in a waiting automobile. This was done 
in broad daylight. The Negro was unsexed and made 
to eat a portion of his anatomy which had been cut 
away. Another portion was sent by a parcel to, 
Governor Dorsey, whom the people of this section 
hate bitterly. 


"The Negro was taken to a grove, where each one 
of more than five hundred people, in Ku Klux 
ceremonial, had placed a pine knot around a stump, 
making a pyramid to the height of ten feet. The 
Negro was chained to the stump and asked if he had 
anything to say. Castrated and in indescribable 
torture, the Negro asked for a cigarette, lit it and 
blew smoke in the face of his tormentors. 


"The pyre was lit and a hundred men and women, 
old and young, grandmothers among them, joined 
hands and danced around while the Negro burned. A 
big dance was held in a barn nearby that evening in 
celebration of the burning, many people coming by 
automobile from nearby cities to the gala event." 


Conning the Ofay: White Revelers in Harlem 


(By Bennie Butler, New York Interstate-Tattler, 
March 17, 1932) 


Harlem is so popular with Nordic night life 
revelers. They come to Harlem night after night, 
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year after year and never seem to tire of it, never 
get enough of it. Why? In my limited way I have 
undertaken the gigantic task of analyzing the Nordic 
mania for carousing in the semi-Ethiopian cen- 
ters....The tentative answer is the fact that white 
America, in a very limited sense, knows that Negro. 
But the Negro, in a very large sense, knows white 
America. Negro knowledge of the white man is the 
reason the Negro is not extinct like the Indian. The 
Indian never figured out how to fight the superiority 
in numbers of whitey....How does the Negro use his 
knowledge of whitey....The Negro takes full advan- 
tage of the white man's vanity, arrogance, ambition 
and fears. The Negro cons the Nordic superman. The 
ofay eats it up. He does not give the Negro credit for 
any intelligence whatsoever. A pullman porter will 
make the most insipid, insignificant white man feel 
like the president of the United States. And the 
funny thing about it is that the white man for years 
after will tell his friends how old Sam the pullman 
porter put him in the same berth where President 
Roosevelt or some other illustrious man had once 
slept. He actually believes, swallows hook, line and 
sinker, the porter's yarn about presidents having slept 
in that berth. 


Dispensing sympathy is a specialty with the Negro. 
He can feel sorrier and express more regret over the 
illness of a white man's dog than the same white man 
could feel over the death of his own mother. The way 
the average Negro coddles and cons a white man and 
the way the average white man eats it up is a Ripley. 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 


Trenton State Prison - 12/31/78 
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THE BLACK FAMILY IN SLAVERY AND FREEDOM 
1750-1925 


By H.G. Gutman. Publisher: Vintage Books, a 
Division of Random House, New York, New York. 
Copyright 1977, 664 pages. $6.95. 


The book successfully refutes an erroneous popular 
(and often racist) theory of numerous earlier historians/soci- 
ologists, etc., both black and white alike. It destroys the 
racist theories pushed by the Daniel P. Moynihan Report. It 
also soundly refutes the position of E. Franklin Frazier, 
Elkins, Stampp, Genovese and others it holds responsible for 
spreading the view that slavery virtually destroyed the black 
family. The author shows that black families existed at all 
times during slavery and beyond. He also shows that most 
slave families were two-parent families with both a father 
and mother present and with all children by the same father, 
that Afrikan influence was the dominant factor in shaping 
and maintaining black families, that extended kinships (i.e., 
extended families) were the fundamental structure and 
prime weapon used to combat the family-disrupting effects 
of slavery—and that these cultural traits reinforced and 
propagated mostly two-parent black families down through 
emancipation and through 1925, at which point the book 
ends. 


The best feature of the book is the author's method of 
approach. He examines the black family, oftentimes the 
same family descendents, over several generations. This 
enables one to analyze the families’ trend of development, 
their origin, evolution, methods and effects of coping with 
the brutal racism of slavery and of the two generations after 
the Civil War. The book has faults but they are not fatal. 
Some are probably inevitable due to cultural differences of 
the author. Black Family is written from a "quantitative" 
historical viewpoint—that is, the author presents a large 
"quantity" of supporting statistics, charts and tables 
throughout the book and in the Appendix. This makes the 
book harder to read; the tables are distracting and the book 
8 much too long. The author's several lapses into 
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preoccupation with the sexual attitudes and practices of 
slaves, slavemasters and rapes of black women may 
suspect, but there is no question he displays an extraordingp 
amount of zeal in his mission of combatting previous racist 
Slander of the black family. Basically it is a good book ang 
contains a lot of interesting/useful information on the blaek 
family during the period covered. 


Frantz Fanon said, "Each generation must, out of 
relative obscurity, discover its mission, fulfill it or betrg 
it." Combatting racist slander and healing the nationgj 
psyche is/was a fitting and necessary task for the previous 
generation. That is what "Black Is Beautiful" is/was aj 
about. The situation has radically changed from slavery ang 
beyond, when we were a necessary workforce. Today we are 
looked upon as a liability—and a dangerous liability at that, 
So the present generation has a different task. This 
becomes more urgent in the face of massive measures being 
pushed by U.S. imperialism that contain traces of genocide 
within them. 


One such measure is the widespread dissemination of 
U.S. population control programs disguised as birth control 
and behavior control programs. They have racist implica- 
tions from beginning to end, besides being founded on a lie, 
The latest population "mania" was started by ruling-class 
arch-racist John D. Rockefeller III in the early '50's. He 
created the Population Council by donating its first year's 
budget of $250,000. It made grants to universities and 
scientists to co-opt a handful of scholars into flooding the 
media with scary statistics of "doubling" and "exploding" 
populations. They were so successful that in 10 short years 
the population question was on everyone's lips. The U.S. 
had made it part of their foreign and domestic operations 
and the U.S. government and private sources, namely the 
Ford and Rockefeller Foundations, were financing almost all 
the Population Council's $15 million yearly budget. There is 
no population problem. The world's total present population 
can all fit—standing up, non-stacked—on Long Island, New 
York with much room to spare. Population control is being 
used by U.S. imperialism to aid its plunder of Third World 
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tural resources. It helps drain a population of the "people- 
eae" necessary to wage war for total control of their own 
resources for their own use. 


Che Guevarro said, "It's easier to kill a guerrilla in the 
womb than in the mountains." Or in the black ghetto colony, 
one might add. That is the additional ingredient that all 
eolonized/neo-colonized nations must consider when faced 
with U.S.-sponsored birth control programs, because the 
figures are dramatic. In 1972 New York State had more 
abortions than births. In 1975 there were more abortions 
than births in Washington, D.C. and, since 87% of the D.C. 
pirths were black, it is most probable that most of the 
abortions in D.C. that year were performed on black women. 


Some people have justified increased abortions among 
black women as a way to reduce the number of 
"ijlegitimate" children. Although approximately half of all 
births by unwed mothers are by black women, it is 
significant to note that in 1976 the increase in births by 


unwed black mothers rose only 5% while the increase of 


births by unwed white mothers rose 11%. 


And abortions are not decreasing. In 1978, Bridgeport, 
the largest city in Connecticut, had more abortions than 
births. But abortions are not the only form of genocide used 
in the population control campaign: 


"One couple in five of child-bearing age, more than 
10 million people, have some kind of infertility 
problem. Doctors cite a variety of reasons, including 
the increasing incidence of veneral disease and 
abortions, both of which can cause damage to the 
reproductive system. Such contraceptive methods as 
the pill and IUD can also interfere with sterility." 
(N.Y. Times, 12/26/78) 


A 1969 Nobel Prize winner speaking to the Association 
of Medical Colleges stated, "The dangers of over-populations 
are so great that we may have to use certain techniques of 
Conception control that may entail considerable risk to the 
individual woman." (Black News, 1/79) 
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Depo Provera, by Upjohn, has proven to be 4 
dangerous, long-lasting (sometimes permanent) contracep. 
tive that can cause serious medical complications in women 
and babies. It is banned by the FDA, yet a U.S. population 
control program exports it to 69 foreign countries. The 
University of California at Santa Cruz trains many nurse- 
midwives from Africa and Asia before returning them home 
and it provides them with blatantly misleading information 
while recommending the use of this drug. (Dollars and Senge 


Magazine, 1/79) 


Population Service International with funding from the 
U.S. Agency for International Development (AID) has 
launched a major new $3.5 million birth control program in 
Mexico through a Mexican agency known as PROFAM, 
Using selling techniques proven successful in Bangladesh, it 
is designed to sell contraceptives at extremely low prices to 
poor families for whom contraceptives have previously been 
unavailable or too expensive. It should help revise the 
forecast of Mexico's population doubling in 20 years, 
(Encore, 1/79) 


The list could go on....but with 35% of Puerto Rico's 
women already sterilized and with unofficial estimates that 
20% of U.S. black women have already been sterilized, it is 
obvious that the U.S. has launched a world wide "search and 
destroy" mission on the black and Third World "guerrilla in 
the womb." And it behooves us to develop our own standards 
on birth control that give proper consideration to our own 
concrete conditions. 


The other arm of U.S. population control strikes at 
those black and Third World children missed by birth control 
programs. The primary method is behavior control through 
medication. These programs originated in mental 
institutions, were refined in the prisons and are now applied 
to black and Third World youths in school by labeling them 
"hyperactive," then using racist doctors and psychiatrists to 
prescribe medication as the remedy. The figures are equally 
dramatic. 


There are two million black children currently on 
pehavior modification medication in schools. Ciba-Geigy, a 
swiss company making the drug Ritalin, states that 10% of 
all school children and 20% of all ghetto children should 
have medication for their behavior. A school in Virginia 
mixes Thorazin in its desserts to keep its children quiet. All 
mental patients and prisoners know that Thorazin is one of 
the strongest mind-altering drugs—and that almost all anti- 
hyperactive drugs are addictive. Some users confirm, and 
doctors concur, that these drugs can cause impotence in 
males besides other serious permanent damages. 


In the last decade, educational institutions have 
created another malady: hyperactivity. Some 
authorities estimated hyperactivity to be nine times 
more prevalent among boys than girls. Studies have 
shown that most "hyperactive" children are not 
unusually active. Yet physicians accept a diagnosis 
of "hyperactivity" based solely on complaints that 
these children are a "nuisance." Thousands of normal 
boys, about 10% of all school children, have been put 
on Ritalin to reduce their behavior to docility. 
—Dianne McGuinness, Stanford University 
Neuropsychology Laboratory 


Maggie Houston, I16-years-old, from Bedford- 
Stuyvesant Boys and Girls High, was sent to Bed-Sty Street 
Academy, a behavorial control program affiliated with her 
school. Thom M. Turner, the black Ph.D. director of the 
Academy, calls it "boot camp" for High School. 


It can be rough. In "the line" (a behavior control 
exercise), for example, two students stand toe-to-toe 
looking each other in the eyes. They dare not move 
or even flinch while they are taunted by classmates 
and Academy staff members who can poke, pull and 
insult. It is aimed at teaching youngsters self-control 
and how to keep their eyes on their goal. The first 
six weeks are devoted entirely to behavior training. 
Much of this is done through role-playing that is 
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brutal. ‘In one routine that pairs teenages into boy- 
girl couples, a boy is first told to humiliate the girl in 
front of the whole group. And then to turn around 
and "rap to" or court her. The young people comply 
in the no-holds-barred language of the streets. After 
six months of intensive work, they are "spun back" to 
become regular students again. The present program 
began in 1976 as an affiliate of the Board of 
Education with additional financial support from 
several private sources." 
—New York Times, 1/9/79 


Suffice it to say that Uncle Thom Turner should be 
shot in his Ph.D. along with his rich white ruling clasg 
financiers and the racist Board of Education. 


The U.S. government is sterilizing our women and 
drugging our school children into submissive zombies, 4 
generation of black men have already been hooked on heroin 
and methadone with no end in sight. Pigs are daily 
executing our black young men in the streets and the prisons 
are filled to the brim with the rest of us. This is the: 
situation facing the black family/nation in 1979. The urgent 
task of our generation is to ward off this genocidal attack 
and to instill in our people both the will and means to wrest 
total control of our lives, our families, and our nation from 
decadent, death-oriented U.S. imperialism—forever. We can 
fulfill it or betray it. 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 


Trenton State Prison — 2/ 2/79 
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| FOUNDATIONS OF THE BLACK NATION 


By Imari Obadele I. Published by Julian Richardson 
Associates/Marcus Books, 540 McAllister St., San 
Francisco, CA 94102 and The House of Songhay, P.O. 
Box 7227, Detroit, MI 48202. Copyright 1975. 153 


pages. $4.95. 


Foundations is the flagship of The Republic of New 
Africa (RNA). Written from prison, it is a collection of 
essays and prison writings/letters of Bro. Imari, a close 
comrade of mine and second President of RNA. The main 
theme is that our struggle is for LAND, a black independent 
socialist nation-state in the five southern states of Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, Louisana, Georgia and South Carolina. Its 
cornerstone rests on the Malcolm X doctrine that "We must 
organize upon this land, and hold a plebescite to tell the 
world by vote that we are free and our land independent, and 
that, after the vote, we must stand ready to defend 
ourselves establishing the nation beyond contradiction." The 
book is divided into three sections: Theory, Practice and an 
Appendix containing the RNA Declaration of Independence, 
Creed and Oath. 


Foundations traces the struggle of blacks in the 
Americas for land from 1517 through slavery, emancipation, 
migration, the 1968 establishment of RNA in Detroit, the 
1971 FBI/COINTELPRO armed assault on the Jackson, 
Mississippi office that left one swine dead and two swines 
wounded, the arrest, conviction and imprisonment of Presi- 
dent Imari and the rest of the RNA 11 for successfully 
defending themselves and extends down to the present 
continuing struggle to FREE THE LAND! The book outlines 
the international laws of land possession, stresses the fact 
that the 13th Amendment set the black nation free but the 
14th Amendment did not make us U.S. citizens because we 
did not give our informed consent. So at best, it was only an 
offer of citizenship. For us to have given informed consent, 
Bro. Imari states that other additional offers should have 
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been included, namely, the choice of returning to Afrika, gp 
emigrating to whichever country would accept us, or the 
choice of setting up an independent black nation on Us, 
territory. 


Supporting strategies for winning independence are 
listed as : 


(1) limiting the objective to independence instead of 
U.S. overthrow; 


(2) winning foreign support and alliances; 
(3) winning internal domestic support; 


(4) developing an overland (regular) black army in the 
contested southern territory; and 


(5) developing second strike capability in the urban 
north through a black guerrilla army. 


Imari calls for $300 billion in reparation to blacks, polygamy 
as a solution to the shortage of black men, a Ujamaa 
cooperative economic system for the New African Nation 
and defines the purpose of life as "to solve the mysteries of 
life and death," and the further evolution of the human 
species. 


Throughout the book Bro. Imari reiterates his call fora 
reparation election, Reparation Commission, organizing a 
black plebescite vote on independence and he outlines the 
RNA Anti-Depression Program to build New Communities as 
a means of gaining power for blacks. He defines the 
problem of blacks as powerlessness and the solution as 
power. In a letter to a Louisville Rally, additional winning 
strategies are stated as: (1) relentlessly insisting on our 
right to self-defense, (2) relentlessly organizing to achieve 
economic power, (3) relentlessly pursuing black unity and 
support, and (4) relentlessly pursuing U.N. presence and 
observers. There are appeals to black leaders and people for 


100 


support and to buy $5.00 New Communities certificates. He 
also calls on U.S. Congress to support the New Communities 
rogram—and last there is an appeal to the Wall Street 
pusinessmen for support of the black independence struggle. 


The unquestionable strong point of the book is its 
demand and definition of freedom in concrete terms—land 
and independence. Land is a conerete and unmistakably 
elear definition of freedom whereas most other black 
demands have been twisted, corrupted and diluted to 
meaningless abstractions, tokenisms and lost in wheelspin- 
ning debates—or their ultimate fulfillment rests on faith in 
the good will of others to be fair to blacks in a new society. 
Faith is good, but a concrete material foundation is better. 
Independence is a direct assault on black people's major 
problem—control by others, imperialism. The fundamental 
issue is, and always has been, CONTROL. We are controlled 
because we are weak and powerless and our enemy is strong. 
So the solution to our problem is indeed power. We must 
gain the political power to break others' CONTROL over us 
so that we can CONTROL our own lives and destiny. And it 
is still true today that "political power grows out of the 
barrel of a gun." 


Another strong point of the book is its unwaivering 
stand on the right of blacks to self-defense, the necessity 
for an overland black army (regular army/armed masses), 
the necessity for a black guerrilla army and the necessity 
for black armed struggle. 


Foundations is basically socialist in concept as defined 
by the Ujamaa economic system—collective ownership of 
the nation's land and wealth by the whole people in the form 
of the state, production for need/use instead of primarily for 
profit. Under this system the basic necessities of life—food, 
clothing, housing, education and medical care—are provided 
to all free. 


An additional strong point is that Foundations does 
present a basic plan and a concrete goal for freedom, and it 
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is laid out on the table for all to examine for themselveg 
Last, also a strong point, is that it is written from actual 
experience by a brother who practices what he preaches, ag 
witnessed by Bro. Imari transferring the RNA headquarters 
to the contested area in the South and actually beginning to 
put the theory of FREE THE LAND into practice. Anothep 
example is his continued definition of himself as a politica) 
PRISONER OF WAR, despite the attempts by ruling clag. 
forces (disguised as pacifist) to moderate his political ling 
through token support. 


The main weakness of Foundations is, after having 
taken a strong, bold and basically correct stance, and having 
made appeals to various sectors of the black community fop 
support, the last chapter then turns around and makes g 
similar appeal to the super-capitalists of Wall Street. That 
is akin to inviting the wolf into the chicken coop. The 
enemy cannot be conned, bluffed, nor "reasoned with" to 
support anything not consistent with his maintaining the 
dominant hand in CONTROL over the domestic black nation, 
So it is utterly useless at this stage to make appeals to US, 
Congress, presidential candidates and especially the Wall 
Street super-capitalists. 


Bro. Imari is extremely lucky the independence forces 
are so weak the super-capitalists would not accept the offer, 
The imperialists are not above financing a few Floyd 
McKissiek-type "Soul City" schemes to gain a foothold in 
any strong vibrant independence movement, and that would 
surely spell its death knell. This government is strong 
enough to undermine powerful independent socialist govern- 
ments almost solely through foreign investments and techno- 
logical sales alone. So it would have no problem using the 
same techniques to ultimately destroy any weak domestic 
independence movement, especially if invited in. 


The appeal for domestic support would have been much 
more productive had it been made to our natural allies, the 
other domestic independence forces. These forces are the 
Native Americans, who have always fought to maintain their 
Nationhood, land and independence; the Puerto Ricans, who 
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are currently in the advanced stages of their fight for 
independence and have well-developed second strike capabil- 
ities in the U.S. urban cities; the Chicano/Mexicans, whose 
struggle will ultimately develop into a struggle for land 
stolen from them in the Southwestern U.S.; the Asian 
Americans, whose similar history of oppression and struggle 
for domestic rights in the U.S. gives them a natural 
inclination to identify with and support domestic indepen- 
dence movements; and all other true anti-imperialist move- 


ments. 


Another weakness of Foundations is its silence on the 
Native American issue. The U.S. government murdered 
millions of Native Americans to take their land. The Native 
Americans fought tooth and nail, and are still fighting today, 
to hold on to their land, nationhood and independence. A 
respect for justice and respect for another oppressed nation 
demands that the black struggle for land acknowledge the 
Native Americans' heroic struggle, sacrifice and 
sovereignty. Eventually a discussion must be entered into 
with them to seek their consent to that particular piece of 
land in Kush and the surrounding five southern states. Due 
to historical similarities of both black and Native American 
oppression, present day realities and our historical coopera- 
tion in combatting this oppression, including the FREE WILL 
merging of blood lines in our foreparents to a significant 
extent, then in all probability they would give consent if 
asked. But it is up to blacks to ask, and as far as I know, the 
land/independence movement has failed to ask or seek a 
discussion with the Native Americans on this issue. 


Foundations' other weakness is somewhat complex. It 
is also a weakness that is widespread throughout the 
revolutionary movement and it is difficult for me to define 
precisely, but it is real and it does exist. It stems from our 
forces being so weak/disorganized/fragmented that we have 
a tendency to bypass the masses and attempt to impose 
programs on them from above. An indication of this is seen 
in the handling of the Reparation Program to fund New 
Communities. Bro. Imari obviously feels that the reparation 
issue is a powerful incentive, a strong organizing tool, anda 
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way to do widespread education/agitation (and a test run) 
for the follow-up plebescite vote on black independence, In 
other words, the real aim is/should be an affirmative 
plebescite vote, not reparations in itself, because a people 
do not make revolution for reparations, but for totgj 
liberation. Also Bro. Imari himself implies that the regj 
monies for New Communities must come from the black 
masses. That is profoundly true. But, instead of waiting on 
the New Communities program to take root (or not) in the 
black community, he goes ahead and puts tremendous energy 
into appeals to the U.S. Congress and ultimately to the 
super-capitalists so that perhaps the program can be 
implemented from above. 


Well, it is better to wait on the people (while working 
diligently to persuade them) than to go over their heads to 
get a program implemented that they haven't yet grasped or 
embraced, no matter how important that program may seem 
to one personally. Revolutions by nature are extremely 
difficult processes precisely because they require the sup- 
port of the masses. But all true revolutions are made from 
the bottom up; there are no short-cuts and even successful 
programs mean nothing unless they are embraced by the 
masses first. Once it takes root and is firmly embraced by 
the masses, EVERYTHING else falls in line. 


The independence movement is a correct movement 
but it must be sold to the black masses first. If the black 
masses are slow in buying independence, then it simply 
means that the time is not yet right—or the independence 
forces are still too unorganized/weak to sell their ideas 
widely—or are using the wrong tactics. Whichever the 
reason, the answer does not lie in selling independence from 
above. The history of every strong black movement— 
Garvey, Equal Rights, Malcolm and the Nation of Islam, The 
Black Panthers—all started with a strong grass-roots base 
among the masses and came from the bottom up. Each had 
long-range goals for freedom but each also had programs 
that dealth with concrete day-to-day needs/oppressions of 
the black masses. And so it must be with the independence 
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movement if it is to be a strong, vibrant, deep-felt 
movement. By necessity, it must be an armed movement in 


order to win. 


During the last several years there are distinct signs 
that the independence movement is gaining the ascendant 
osition in the black revolutionary struggle. Foundations is 
definitely a contributing factor in this rise of independence 
consciousness. The book is not perfect, but it does point the 
way and lays a foundation for REAL black freedom. That in 
itself makes it an extremely powerful work that needs to be 
widely read. As Bro. Waller asked in a recent editorial on 
the Black Liberation Army, "But then, where has there ever 
been a perfect army except in the minds of our faint- 
hearted idealistic friends who use the absence of perfection 
to justify non-support of Afrikan struggle?" The exact same 
concept holds true for Foundations. Freedom does not mean 
perfection, nor does a struggle for land and independence 
mean that we cannot see the higher goal of a stateless 
society, nor does it mean we cannot perceive that true 
independence will require the total destruction of imperial- 
ism. But it does mean we do understand that freedom is the 
unrestricted right of a people to control their own destiny 
for better or worse, right or wrong, to make their own 
mistakes, marks or whatever and to be held accountable for 
them. 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 


Trenton State Prison - 3/4/79 


TOWARD PEOPLE'S WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE AND 
SOCIALISM IN PUERTO RICO: In Defense of 
SS ne 


Armed Struggle 


By the Movement for National Liberation. Publisheg 
and distributed by several organizations: May 19 
Organization, P.O. Box 613, Van Brunt Station, Brook. 
lyn, NY 11215; also the Committee in Solidarity witp 
Puerto Rican Independence, October 30 Organization 
Prairie Fire Organizing Committee, and Sojourner 
Pai Organization. Printed January 1979. 97 pages, 
$2.50. 


As the title denotes, Toward People's War is , 
description of the Puerto Rican Independence Movements 
advance toward people's war. It contains brief speeches by 
its leading spokespersons, numerous photos of events anq 
communiques (press releases) by its various armed clandes- 
tine (secret) units. Several speeches are by Don Juan 
Antonio Corretjer, Secretary-General of the Puerto Rican 
Socialist League and a Marxist-Leninist ideologist. 


Corretjer's speeches are both enlightening and invigo- 
rating. His method of delivery easily moves the listeners to 
frequent applause. Corretjer never leaves any doubt that he 
is a fervent supporter of all anti-imperialist armed actions 
for independence. A Sandinista during his youth, he warmly 
embraces all of the Puerto Rican armed clandestine organi- 
zations and all its P.O.W's, especially the four Nationalists 
and Marcano, Cuevas and Morales. 


Corretjer puts much stress on both the clandestine and 
conspiratorial aspect of revolutionary struggle, on material 
strength of the masses’ arms instead of moral persuasion of 
the oppressor, on bold actions, and on iron unity between 
political parties, armed clandestine movements and the 
revolutionary struggle of the masses. He calls attention toa 
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int overlooked by most students of Marxism-Leninism 
key Lenin was describing a clandestine party, a secret 
‘of the new type, when he laid its foundation in his 
party work, What Is to Be Done? Corretjer goes on to 
" that the Marxist-Leninist party of the Puerto Rican 
“a er willbe born and will grow in clandestiny and will 
a e from clandestiny for the seizure of revolutionary 
er. NOT BEFORE. His speeches cast a jaundiced eye at 
1# t legal/public political parties, even saying that indepen- 
- action can do without them. He states that in 
yolutionary struggle of the masses and clandestine direc- 
Eo lies the key to the defeat of imperialism. 


The FALN commandos bombed Fraunces Tavern in the 

Wall Street district of New York and released a communique 
stating it was in retaliation for the ClA-ordered bombing of 
4 dining place in Mayaguez on January 11, 1975 which 
murdered two Puerto Rican workers and maimed ten, 
including a six-year-old child. Brother Corretjer released an 
additional document on which his name was the leading 
ature. It stated that Fraunces Tavern was bombed on 
the following basis: The scene was the center of yankee 
finance capital, the bombing followed the same principle of 
surprise attack as the U.S.-motivated bombing of the Puerto 
Rican capital in 1899 which began U.S. military occupation 
of their territory from that day forth. Imperialist General 
Sherman once said, "War is hell," and this is good testimony. 
No worker ever sat in Fraunces Tavern; the four dead were 
executives of financial empires. It is a death blow to U.S.- 
planned Puerto Rican statehood. It follows the essence of 
Albizo Campos' (patriotic nationalist leader) great career 
which is summed up as identify the enemy of your people. It 
makes their independence movement leaders. more 
responsible in what they say to the public. Empty threats 
without content is a negative part of the revolution—the 
thetoric of self-satisfaction. It in no way hurts Puerto 
Ricans living in the U.S. And last, the communique states 
that the bombing could not make the yankees' hate for them 
iy greater since they are hated even before they leave the 
womb of a Puerto Rican woman. 


Toward People's War also contains a very pefceptiy 
speech titled "Grito de Lares/Definition of a Nationn be 


Julio Rosado, West Coast Coordinator of the Movement fo 
National Liberation. The speech provides a key insight into 
the concept of nationhood, namely that it is not a static or 


fixed thing, but a political development process which he 
describes as follows: 


"The emergence of nations is an agonizing revolution- 
ary process, which of necessity is born of human 
political and economic evolution, and _ erupts, 
suddenly, upon the face of history. This national 
emergence is, in turn, the result of a long process of 
racial and ethnic fusions, psychological and cultural 
molding, and transformations in the political and 
economic relations of humanity." (p. 25) 


Rosado's speech also gives a penetrating and viyiq 
history of the Puerto Rican nation and outlines the connect- 
ing thread of armed struggle down to today. He places the 
birth of the nation at the "Battle of Lares" on September 23, 
1868. Among the ingredients contributing to its birth, he 
states, were three races: the Afrikan slaves who gave them 
the genius for conspiracy, the native Taino people who gave 
them an unconquerable rebelliousness, and the Spanish who 
gave them the genius for organizational methods. Addi- 
tional ingredients were massive alienations/oppressions 
caused by Spanish colonial exploitation of Puerto Rico, 
opposition to slavery and the emergence of leaders like 
Emeterio Betances (Father of the Nation) who realized their 
collective ills, including slavery, could not be abolished 
without the overthrow of Spanish colonialism. Others 
agreed—the masses, slaves, freedmen, mulattos, whites, and 
mestizos—on the need to expel-Spain, and that was their 
definition of nationality. He goes on to describe the "Red 
Flag of Lares," black and white with a red star, representing 
‘the unity between blacks and whites with the red stat 
perhaps inspired by the Paris Commune of 1848. These, and 
others, were the forces that combined to erupt into 
nationhood at the "Battle of Lares." This began the 
continuing 110 years of armed struggle for independence 
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own to today. Brother Rosado sums up his speech in the 


following manner: 


wand after all this experience—these 110 years of 
continuous armed struggle—what have we learned? 


It is essential to recognize that military actions are 
the result of preparation, in the area of organized 
politics. It is the result of a strategy formulated 
peforehand, and it is a tactical expression, that is, a 
means to reach a political objective. And because 
this is the reality of things, anyone who would 
attempt to launch a small group, an armed elite, 
against the empire, will surely crash against the stone 
wall of failure. 


But it is also true, that armed struggle begins with 
the launching of small units, whose tactical objective 
within a strategic revolutionary plan for indepen- 
dence is to harass the enemy, strengthen the military 
cadres, grow in practice and experience, in order, 
finally, whenever the independence movement deems 
it correct to go beyond the sporadic actions, to have 
gained the tried and experienced commanders, the 
capable cadres who will direct new units, and the 
political leadership proved and tried in armed 
struggle, which is not the same as political leadership 
tried and proved in rhetoric. 


Sure there will be losses. Certainly there will be 
tragedies. Of course, some, or many, will die, and 
others will be made prisoners. But there will also be 
victories. There will be growth. And there will be 
the Armed Forces of National Liberation. 


And within this process there will be periods of 
Silence. And the people will ask: Where are they? 
What are they doing? Have they broken up? And 
Suddenly there will be an armed response to these 
questions, in its own due time, in accord not with the 
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wishes of the enemy, but in accord with the needs of 
the people. Today the attack is here. Tomorrow, 
there in Puerto Rico. One day in both at the same 
time. But certainly, where the enemy expects it 
least....And the armed struggle will continue." (p, 29) 


The last half of the booklet consists of armed action 
communiques released over the last 10 years. They are 
stirring testament to the determination of the Puerto Rican 
nation to be free, independent and socialist. They are algo 
used as a means of announcing solidarity with other peoples 
and for projecting the various shades of politics of the 
armed units. The FALN December '74 communique stateg 
that the bomb attack on the New York Police Department 
was in retaliation for their racist murders ot "Tito" Pere, 
and black youths, Clifford Glover and Claude Reese, ang 
U.S. mass sterilizations of thousands of Puerto Rican 
women. That was a warm act of solidarity. The FALN 
October '75 communique stated that the simultaneous armed 
attacks against yankee governments in New York, Washing 
ton, D.C., Chicago and Puerto Rico commemorated their 
anniversary, demanded independence for Puerto Rico and 
freedom for the five Nationalists. It expressed solidarity 
with all organizations waging armed struggle in the US, 
against imperialism and its exploitation of the U.S. working 
class and said that the FALN "support the definition of a 
single working class to which everyone living in the U.S. and 
working within it belongs, despite cultural and ethnic 
differences which actually enrich your country." This was 
also a warm act of solidarity but the definition of a single 
U.S. working class doesn't seem to take into account that 
the U.S. is made up of both an oppressor nation and 
oppressed nations (not simply one nation with several 
minorities in it). 


Collectively, the communiques also serve as a brief 
history of their armed clandestine movement's past 10 years. 
It is refreshing to see the Puerto Rican Independence 
Movement apply Marxism-Leninism to their concrete condi- 
tions as a true guide to action. Over the last number of 
years, many of the white "Marxists" in the U.S., including 
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many of their black counterparts, have almost bankrupted 
ne term Marxism-Leninism. Most of them use it as a guide 
0 tyon-action," engaging in sterile ideological debates 
instead of engaging their _own white working class and 
organizing it for proletarian (working class) revolution. 
and/or, using it as a veiled cover for pushing racism, 
aternalistic integration, nonviolence and pure economism. 
Armed struggle is a curse word to them, some even going so 
far as to call urban guerrillas "terrorist" and other sinister 
words which consciously or unconsciously aid and abet the 
ruling class in stifling national liberation movements and 
proletarian revolution itself, inside the U.S. In such an 
atmosphere, Toward People's War is like a breath of fresh 
air. It is not only a successful defense of armed struggle, 
put a call to arms as well. 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 


Trenton State Prison - 4/27/79 
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NOTES FROM AN AFRIKAN P.O.W. JOURNAL: 
BOOK ONE 


By New Afrikan's Prisoners Organization (formerly 
S.P.0.). Published by N.A.P.O., P.O. Box 6020, 
Chicago, IL 60680. Printed 1978, 31 pages. $1.50. 


This small Afrikan P.O.W. Journal represents the 
definitive work on the prison movement. It is the mog 
authoritative on the subject to date. It is written by Afrikan 
prisoners of war, with major contributions by Bro. Atiba, a 
close comrade of mine. Speaking from their own expeyj- 
ences, research, discussions and public debates, they haye 
come up with a deep scientific analysis of the history of the 
U.S. prison movement. In the process, Afrikan P.O.W, 
Journal successfully overturns outdated political concepts 
about the U.S. prison movement and brings political theory 
up-to-date with today's concrete conditions, not only in 
prisons, but also in amerikan society itself. The Journal is 
composed of four brief papers; two of them are basically 
discussion papers. Throughout there are numerous photos, 
graphics and quotes of past and present revolutionaries and 
current political prisoners of war. 


The first paper, "On Transforming the Colonial/Crimi- 
nal Mentality," uses an analysis of the revolutionary movie, 
"The Battle of Algiers," to point out the changes necessary 
to transform the black "lumpen" or "common criminal" 
mentality into a black revolutionary mentality. It points out 
that, although all "crimes" can be traced to economic-social 
injustices in society, this analysis must be taken further. 
Otherwise one can end up legitimizing dope pushers, pimps, 
rapists, gangsters, misdirected assaults, and other backward 
elements/acts that prey on our people. It shows how the 
previous "bandit" status of Ali "La Pointe" (the central 
character in the movie) involved violations of colonialist 
state laws by an individual for personal gain. But more 
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important, they were seen by him at that stage as true 
iyiolations of the law" because the "law" and the state that 
it upheld were still recognized by him as legitimate. He was 

"teriminal" because he still saw himself as a "criminal," 
which is part of the "criminal" or colonial mentality. It 
states that to transform the "criminal mentality" into a 
revolutionary mentality, it is necessary first of all to 
destroy within the minds of "criminal"/colonial subjects the 
sense of legitimacy and awe they hold for the oppressive 
colonial state. Objective economic conditions, unjust 
economic systems, alone, are not necessarily factors which 
inspire conscious activity in revolutionary people's war. For 
a prisoner to become politicized, a political prisoner or a 
risoner of war, that person must move beyond mere 
understanding of objective economic laws and its relation- | 
ship to "crime." It is necessary to begin applying this | 
knowledge in revolutionary activity aimed toward changing | 
the world, changing the objective economic injustices and | 
eradicating their effect upon the people. 


In other words, there is a need for conscious awareness 
AND conscious activity on the part of the individual for | 
there to be a transformation of the "criminal" mentality into , 
arevolutionary mentality. Otherwise one remains a simple | 
"bandit" who is just as destructive towards one's own 
people's liberation as one is to the colonial state. 


The paper goes on to define precisely "the people" and 
the necessity for us as black people to establish our own 
concept of legitimacy while destroying the "legitimacy" of 
the colonial state's control over us—in other words, 
INDEPENCENCE. It states that the allegiance of’ black 
people must pass from the enemy colonial state to our own 
"New Afrikan People's Republic." 


To achieve all this requires political education, organi- 
zation, discipline, training and implementing proper revolu- 
tionary actions. The nature of the struggle at this stage 
requires that we transform the prisons into recruiting and 
training schools for revolutionaries. Many black prisoners 
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have "lumpen" or "common criminal" mentalities ang th 
presents special problems that revolutionary organizers Must 
concentrate on. Three of these problems are discipline 
emotionalism and implanting prison cadre with a thorough 
understanding of the importance of building y 
infrastructure (organized underground networks and SUDort 
systems). The paper draws a vivid example from the Movie 
to highlight a common trait among many "lumpen" prisoners. 
-lack of discipline and emotionalism—when it describeg the 
following scene in "The Battle of Algiers:" 


"Ali 'La Pointe,' ex-bandit, aspiring revolutionary, 
was formally politicized in prison, made a genera] 
commitment to the people and a particular commit- 
ment to the F.L.N....We come to the scene in the film 
where we see Ali after his release from prison, about 
to carry out an order, using a gun for the first time in 
the conscious commission of a revolutionary rather 
than a "criminal"/personal act. In brief: he's been 
told to walk where he'll be met by a Sister, take the 
piece, and approach a pig from behind, correct him, 
return the piece to the Sister's basket, and then 
space. Rather than follow these instructions, Ali 
takes the piece and jumps in front of the pig, waving 
the piece and running off at the mouth. When his 
lungs are tired and his ego satisfied, he pulls the 
trigger only to learn that the piece is empty. Ali has 
been put through a test which revealed more than it 
was designed to... 


"Of course, in a general sense, any failure to follow 
instructions demonstrates a lack of one or a 
combination of several things. In this case, we think 
Ali demonstrated that his commitment to himself, 
the people and the organization was at that point still 
primarily emotional. When he jumped in front of the 
pig, he did so because he wanted to be seen. For 
him, at that point, his commitments were based 
heavily on the fact that the colonialist wouldn't 'see 
him as a man, as a human being,’ etc. He wanted to 
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be heard, to be recognized—BY THE OPPRESSOR! As 
slaves, colonial subjects, we tend not to feel worthy 
unless the oppressor in some way acknowledges our 
existence. When Ali jumped in front of the pig, he 
demonstrated that emotionalism in commitment is 
one of the major hindrances in the degree of 
sophistication we need for success. He demonstrated 
that at that point the struggle for him was not yet a 
struggle for power, a struggle for self-government 
and for seizure of power." 


The paper goes on to point out the importance of 
infrastructure in the ultimate aim of the prison movement 
with the following quote by Comrade George Jackson: "The 
‘prison Movement," the August 7th movement and all similar 
efforts educate the people in the illegitimacy of establish- 
ment power and hint at the ultimate goal of revolutionary 
consciousness at every level of struggle. The goal is always 
the same: the creation of an infrastructure capable of 
fielding a people's army." 


The second paper deals with Afrikan P.O.W.'s and the 
U.N., stating that "To recognize Prisoners of War is to 
recognize them as members of NATIONS, nations which 
have, or should have, sovereign rights to independent 
existence, self-government, and self-controlled national 
economy." 


The third paper, "Contributions toward the National 
Prison Movement," is basically a discussion paper (#1). It 
does an excellent job of defining the actual transition point 
at which "prison struggles" in the U.S. changed into a full- 
fledged "prison movement" and the central role oppressed 
nations played in this transition. And it points out that 


"It could no longer be held that prisons were simply 
instruments of 'class' rule; that prisons were simply 
places where the '‘surplus labor/surplus value! of 
prisoners was exploited/appropriated by those who 
rule; it could no longer be accepted that prisons were 
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simply places used by the state to intimidate, coerce 
and control the 'working class' of capitalist society, 
None of these could remain the basis of our theory 
and practice, because it was more clearly understoog 
that america is an imperialist society; it dominates 
and exploits oppressed nations....and these dominateq 
nations exist not only externally, but within U.,s, 
borders as well. From our analysis and understanding 
of the nature of imperialism, and from our under- 
standing of the relationships which exists between the 
oppressor nations and oppressed nations, we slowly 
come to see that it is the struggle of oppressed 
nations for liberation which play the ‘leading role' in 
the world struggle and in the struggle now taking 
place in america. By the same token, what charac- 
terizes struggles in and around prisons in america 
today is the fact that they are primarily used to 
destroy, suppress, and contain struggles for national 
liberation; they are used to commit genocide against 
oppressed peoples (Blacks, Puerto Ricans, Native 
Americans, Chicanos, Mexicanos, etc.)." 


The paper goes on to give an excellent analysis of the 
relationship between the prison movement and the overall 
struggle in the U.S., between prisoners and people outside 
the walls, between the prison movement and the mass 
movement, concluding that 


"We believe that we're approaching (have approached) 
another phase or level (actually, another stage in the 
whole movement), where the influence again flows 
from the inside to the outside. The difference is that 
prisoners will now be more involved in the direction 
and control of this influence and the things which this 
influence gives birth to. In particular, we mean to 
say that prisoners are/will be the impetus for the 
formation of a national prisoners movement and will 
exercise significant control and direction over this 
national prisoners movement. And, on a more general 
level, we believe that prisoners will play a significant 


role in the formation of a national, revolutionary, 
plack united front.” 


The last paper, "The Prison Movement and National 
piberation," is also basically a position paper (#2) and an in- 
depth, scientific analysis and response to the uproar and 
questions raised around the previous discussion paper (#1) 
above. The four basic questions/points of contention raised 


were: 


1. The the papers tend to subordinate class struggle 
to national liberation struggles. 


9. That there are questions whether black people in 
america—New Afrikan People—actually comprise a 
"nation." 


3. The assertion that the "prison movement" arose 
around Comrade George Jackson would be negating 
the struggle that has been occurring in prisons since 
the 1800's. 


4, The assertion that a level is being approached 
where "direction" will be flowing from the inside/out 
ean only come from those who are in contact with the 
people on a day-to-day basis.... 


Briefly, the response given to each of the above 
questions was as follows: 


1. The response to the charge of subordinating class 
struggle to national liberation struggle stated that: 


"Slave, feudal, and capitalist societies are particular 
forms of ‘class society,’ and the struggle between 
classes within each of these societies are simply 
particular forms of 'class struggle.' We recognize 
imperialism as a form of ‘class society,’ and the 
struggle between the 'classes' under imperialism as a 
particular form of ‘class struggle.' We recognize the 
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under imperialism, the fundamental contradiction, as 
expressed by 'class' relations, is that between the 
colonized and the colonizer, or that between the 
oppressed nation and the oppressor nation. Under 
imperialism, it is not the struggle between "the 
proletariat and the bourgeoisie," but the struggle 
between the oppressed and oppressor nations— 
national liberation struggle—which expresses the fun- 
damental contradiction of imperialism, and which 
therefore characterizes ‘class struggle' under imperi- 
alism. (a) Wars for revolutionary national liberation 
are anti-imperialistic. (b) The determining and 
fundamental contradiction of imperialism is national 
oppression. (¢) To say that imperialism is 'class 
oppression manifesting itself on a national level! is 
nothing but saying that entire nations become 
classes." 


2. The validation that black people in america 
comprise a nation used the following quote from a RNA 
document: 


"Colonial laws and the practices of oppression by 
whites created a New Afrikan Nation in the English 
colonies one hundred years before the U.S. 
Declaration of Independence. It was a nation founded 
upon and cemented by the essentially homogeneous 
Afrikan cultural background and an essentially similar 
interaction of all the Afrikan peoples here with an 
essentially homogeneous oppression." 


3. The validation that the "prison movement" arose 
around the events connected with Comrade George Jackson 
(and the Soledad Brothers) followed an in-depth history and 
analysis of the prison struggles from the 1800's to 1970's and 
arrived at the following conclusions: 


"By their nature, the defense activities surrounding 
the Soledad Brothers served to reach out across the 
country and form a heretofore non-existing, concrete, 
conscious bond between prisoners. It was at this 
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gint that more, significantly more, prisoners and 
people outside began to form more organizations, 
inside and out. Definite, conscious, organized 
activity, on a mass, national scale, began to take 
lace around prisons....Also, by this time (1970), the 
ieivil rights movement' which had now become to us a 
more genuine movement toward national liberation 
was under heavy attack from the enemy. The number 
of prisoners of war had increased due to arrest, 
frame-up and railroading. Armed actions were being 
carried out. There were underground formations. 
The number of political (politicized) prisoners had 
increased; there were more prisoners who by now 
possessed a 'revolutionary mentality.'’ What began in 
1970 was that the emphasis of prison struggles ceased 
to be characterized as struggles for mere reform and 
became consciously part of the total revolutionary 
process." 


4. The response to the contention that "direction" 
cannot flow from the inside/out goes into a very thorough 
and clear explanation of the "law of contradictions, unity of 


opposites, etc." to draw the following conclusions: 


"Consequently, if we have a contradiction within the 
‘prison movement,' represented by the 'inside' and the 
‘outside,’ it stands that one of these aspects will be 
the principal one, and the other the non-principal 
one....But this situation is not static....In other words, 
if outside forces represented the principal aspect and 
exercised real direction and control, their position is 
not static. Given certain conditions, at a given state 
in the development of the contradiction, they become 
the non-principal aspect. The reversal is determined 
by, say, an increase in the force of prisoners and a 
decrease in the force of those outside the walls. 
Once the inside forces become the principal aspect, 
the nature of the contradiction, the nature of the 
‘prison movement,' changes accordingly,....To this 
must be added a certain decrease in the ranks of 
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revolutionaries on the outside, a decrease measured 
not only in the numbers of active people, but 
measured also by the decrease in the number of 
‘active’ people who are still struggling to bring about 
revolutionary change and not mere reform. Many 
‘active’ people have found for themselves comfortable 
positions, many times gaining these comfortable 
positions at the expense of prisoners. Many folks 
have become so concerned with the ‘survival’ of 
themselves and the group to which they belong that 
their vision has been hampered, their growth has been 
retarded....For a number of reasons, outside forces 
were not able to engage themselves in various types 
of action necessary for the further development of 
the struggle. George Jackson rightly believed that 
the ‘prison movement' could provide an example, 
provide the impetus for such development. He was 
not calling for the 'prsion movement' to merely ‘point 
up contradictions in prison;' not merely calling for it 
to 'point up contradictions in the system of justice.’ 
He was ealling upon the 'prison movement' to 'begin 
to break the old behavioral patterns that have 
repeatedly allowed bourgeois capitalism, its 
imperialism and fascism, to triumph over the last 
several decades.' Further, and most important, he 
was calling upon the ‘prison movement' to play a 
specific role in 'the creation of an infrastructure 
capable of fielding a people's army,' and asking that 
this be done under ‘disciplined and principled 
leadership.... One simply cannot act without a head.' 
But where was this 'head' to be found, if not in the 
‘prison movement' itself? Subsequent developments 
have shown that, if this 'head' is to be found within 
the 'prison movement,' then it will, further, be found 
in prisons, among/represented by prisoners, rather 
than those outside the walls at this particular stage. 
We understand, for instance, that those behind the 
walls have limited mobility, that they don't have 'day- 
to-day' contact with the people. But it is not this 
daily contact with the people alone that is needed at 
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this stage. Those ‘anti-establishment forces! George 
Jackson spoke of had/have this daily contact, but the 
barricades remain‘!!! What is needed are ‘particular 
responses from the nervous systems! of those having 
this contact; what is needed is/are particular forms 
of practice, guided by particular theory." 


Build to Win Independence in Our Lifetime! 


Trenton State Prison - 6/28/79 


OVERVIEW 


After more than a year of writing monthly book 
reviews for the Burning Spear newspaper, Sundiata felt it 
was time to wind up the column. Around this time, Althea 
Watson of Plainfield, N.J. wrote the readers column of the 
Burning Spear and asked Sundiata for "some solutions—or 
things to do for those not ready for guerrilla activities." 
Sundiata replied that he would write a brief series to that 
effect, then close out his column in the newspaper. The 
resulting series sought to pull out the relevant parts of each 
past book review, tie them together in some coherent 
fashion so as to provide answers to her question—and also to 
provide a basic foundation for the theory, strategy and 
tactics of the Black Independence and Socialism Movement. 


After sending his second installment of the series to 
Burning Spear, and after almost five years of confinement in 
the MCU Behavior Modification Unit, Sundiata was secretely 
transferred in the middle of the night to the federal prison 
system. Shortly afterwards he was rapidly transferred over 
a thousand miles through a series of federal prisons to the 
harshest and most maximum security prison in the U.S., the 
infamous federal koncentration kamp at Marion, Illinois. 
There he has been allowed no visits from friends or 
associates and only a rare occasional visit from family 
through a glass window telephone booth. All mail and other 
forms of correspondence or contact with the outside world 
are heavily censored, blocked or sabotaged. He never 
completed the series in the Burning Spear. 


In September, 1980, a year after his transfer, he was 
contacted by Akbar Muhammad of the Afrikan People's 
Party (APP) and asked to complete the series so that it 
could be made into a pamphlet. It was completed shortly 
afterwards and forwarded to APP. The complete series 
appears in the following pages. 


SOME SOLUTIONS: OR THINGS TO DO 


This is the first of a brief series in response to Sister 
Althea's request for "some solutions—or things to do for 
those not yet ready for guerrilla activities." First, it should 
be clearly understood that it is the masses of Black people— 
and them alone, who will ultimately provide the solution to 
Black people's problems. The Black masses are fully 
qualified to define their own solution, to organize 
themselves, and to liberate themselves—and they will do so. 
But it is also the duty of revolutionary forces to: 


",..g0 to the masses and learn from them, synthesize 
their experience into better, articulated principles 
and methods, then do propaganda among the masses, 
and call upon them to put these principles and 
methods into practice so as to solve their problems 
and help them achieve liberation and happiness." 


—Mao Tse Tung, Get Organized! 


This paper is a small attempt in that direction. The 
solution to Black people's problems lies in people's war for 
national liberation. There is no way around this fact. But a 
people's war is a process of development, stage by stage, 
until a whole people take part in it, and then they almost 
always win their freedom. “At each stage of the struggle, 
there are indeed many things that people can do that are not 
necessarily guerrilla activities in themselves. But it must be 
firmly kept in mind that the ultimate purpose of all these 
activities is to contribute to the general mass movement 
toward people's war. As the old Afrikan proverb says: 
"Small creeks make a river." The many non-guerrilla 
activities of the people act as small creeks; the resulting 
river is people's war. 


WHAT TO DO 


The first thing we should do is to define ourselves 
concretely, then to define our objectives concretely, and we. 
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should also define our enemy (and friends) concretely. Then 
we should lay out a general strategy (plan) to obtain our 
objectives. Within that strategy we should lay out the 
tactics (things to do) to accomplish our stragetic goal —then 
we should do it. This means that our tactics (things to do) 
are determined by our strategy. Our strategy is determined 
by our objectives and by the actual conditions, time, place 
and circumstances we are operating under. The process 
boils down to a matter of analyzing our conditions correctly,. 
defining our situation concretely, drawing up our plans 
(strategy) accordingly, then determining the "flexible 
application of the plans" (tactics) to achieve our objectives, 
And these objectives must be defined concretely: 


"Always bear in mind that the people are not fighting 
for ideas, for the things in anyone's head. They are 
fighting to win material benefits, to live better and in 
peace, to see their lives go forward, to guarantee the 
future for their children..." 

--Amilear Cabral 


Concrete definitions mean we define things in 
tangible, material terms—something you can see, feel, and 
touch: matter, mass that takes up space and has weight, 
numbers, percentages, and quantities that can be counted or 
measured—and not just in terms of philosophical concepts. 


In laying out our strategies and tactics, we must 
always remember that the main issue is, and always has 
been, CONTROL. We are controlled; our enemy is the 
controller. The exact way we are controlled has been 
defined in many ways—as slavery, as apartheid, caste, 
segregation, discrimination, racism, class, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism and ultimately as imperialism. But the main 
issue remains that we are controlled. That control, no 
matter what form it takes, must be resolutely broken—and 
we must control our own lives before we can ever call 
ourselves "free." Our strategy must be designed to resolve 
this main issue of control to our satisfaction and on our own 
terms. 
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So, before we can talk about tactics (things to do), it is 
necessary to backtrack somewhat and make a brief analysis 
of our situation, make some concrete definitions, draw up a 
general strategy—and then talk about tactics in relation to 
that strategy. In that way the tactics (things to do) won't 
seem suspended in mid-aid or unconnected to the real world. 


BRIEF ANALYSIS OF OUR SITUATION 


In the last 30 years we have seen the steadily rising 
currents of Third World national liberation movements and 
socialist revolutions throughout the world. We have 
witnessed one Third World nation after another break free of 
imperialism and regain control over its own life and destiny. 
Imperialism is the international system of colonizing and 
neo-colonizing nations; it is capitalism operating on the 
international level. Colonized nations are controlled 
directly by foreigners inside the nation; neo-colonized 
nations are controlled indirectly by foreigners through the 
nation's own Uncle Tom's, puppets and agents. To put it 
simply, imperialism is international capitalism's system of 
controlling nations in order to exploit them. This is the age 
of declining imperialism, declining colonialism/neo- 
colonialism—and the rise of Third World liberation and 
socialist revolution. 


"Of all our studies, history is best qualified to reward 
our research. And when you see that you've got 
problems, all you have to do is examine the historic 
method used all over the world by others who have 
problems similar to yours. Once you see how they got 
theirs straight, then you know how you can get yours 
straight." 


—Maleolm X: Maleolm X Speaks 


We study history, using the historical materialist 
method, politics, war, dialectics and current events in order 
to understand the trends of development in society, to . 
discern those trends that are on the rise or coming into 


being, those trends that are dying or decaying. This enables 
us to apply this knowledge to change our concrete conditions 
for the better. So, if this is the age of declining imperialism 
and the rise of Third World liberation and socialist 
revolution, then we Blacks in the U.S. had better put our 
struggle in that context and get in step with the rest of the 
progressive new world that is coming if we want to solve our 
problems. 


DEFINING OURSELVES CONCRETELY 


We get in step with the rising currents of Third World 
national liberation by first defining ourselves concretely as a 
BLACK NATION, a domestic, oppressed Black/Afrikan 
nation that is neo-colonialized by U.S. imperialism. That, in 
itself, immediately puts our struggle for freedom in the 
world context. It makes us part of the great majority of the 
rest of the world—the Third World nations of Afrika, Latin 
America and Asia. It opens the door for us to receive 
material and political support from progressive Third World 
nations, socialist nations, other independent nations, the 
O.A.U., the U.N., national liberation movements and social- 
ist movements. 


To continue being defined as a "minority" in U.S. 
society is to shut the door to this outside aid from our 
international brothers and comrades. As a "minority," their 
assistance would be looked upon as "interfering in the 
internal affairs of another nation"—the U.S. nation. The 
term "minority" is used to perpetuate the image of us as 
"minors," whereas our self-definition of Black Nation defines 
us as adults in world society. Adults see themselves as equal 
to others in society and demand to be treated accordingly— 
or else. Minors permit certain restrictions on their freedom 
because they feel adults know and will do what is best for 
them. An adult walking around in society wearing diapers is 
a fair representation of Black people in the U.S.—and how 
we look to the rest of the world. We don't even know who 


we are. 
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ARE WE A BLACK NATION? 


To concretely answer this question, it is necessary to 
examine the origin of nations and how they arise. 


"The emergence of nations is an agonizing revolution- 
ary process, which of necessity is born of human 
political and economic evolution—and erupts, sudden- 
ly, upon the face of history. This national emergence 
is, in turn, the result of a long process of racial and 
ethnic fusions, psychological and cultural molding, 
and transformation in the political and economic 
relations of humanity." 
--Julio Rosado: "Grito de Lares: Definition 
of a Nation" 


The above is particularly true of oppressed nations. 
And, like any other process of development, nations are 
conceived, given birth, develop and live. They can also 
decay or change into other forms—including their opposites. 
But nations do not spring from, nor develop in, a vacuum. 
Oppressed nations are formed in response to some form of 
widespread oppression—you might call it "a national oppres- 
sion." This is a widespread, usually long-term, oppression of 
a particular people until, although they may be dissimilar in 
the beginning, the intense general oppression becomes the 
dominant factor in shaping their similarity and it literally 
fuses them together into one people—a unique people. Thus 
a nation is born irrespective of the will of men, regardless of 
whether it is conscious of itself or not, and notwithstanding 
whether it has the power to define itself as a nation at the 
time and make it stick. 


"Afrikans forcibly kidnapped and brought to the 
shores of North America came from distinct tribes 
with varying customs and tribal traditions, as well as 
different continental regions of Afrika. The real 
fusions of these Afrikan distinctions into one people 
or historical personality occurred in North America 
under the harsh racist conditions of American 
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colonial and post-colonial chattel slavery. Today's 
descendents of these "fused" Afrikans are a unique 
people." 

—Richard Dhoruba Moore, BLA: The Connection 


The actual birth of the domestic Black Nation is 
pinpointed more closely in the following document: 


",..Thus, law and custom in North America by 1660 
had forced the emergence of a new Afrikan nation 
here. That nation was composed of Afrikans from 
many different nations and tribes in Afrika, with 
white genes injected by the slavemasters, who almost 
invariably left their children with the Afrikan 
mothers and Afrikan group, and with Indian genes. 
Colonial laws and practices of oppression by whites 
facilitated the emergence of a New Afrikan nation in 
the English colonies one hundred years before the 
U.S. Declaration of Independence....It was a nation 
cemented by the essentially homogeneous Afrikan 
cultural background and the essentially similar inter- 
action of all Afrikan peoples here with an essentially 
homogeneous oppression." 
—Imari Obadele I, RNA: Memorandum of Law 


So, we are indeed a Black Nation and have been so for 
319 years. It is time to raise the RED, BLACK and GREEN 
flag of Black Liberation and strike for our national libera- 
tion and for real freedom. 


DEFINING OUR OBJECTIVES CONCRETELY 


We strike for real freedom by first defining that 
freedom concretely. We do that by defining our objectives 


as independence, land, autonomous (self-governing) districts 


and socialist revolution. 


Independence as an Objective 


"A better word to use than separation is 
independence. This word separation is misused. The 
thirteen colonies separated from England but they 
called it the Declaration of Independence; they don't 
call it the Declaration of Separation....When you're 
independent of someone, you can separate from them. 
If you can't separate from them, it means you're not 
independent of them." 

—Maleolm X 


The historical route to freedom by any people 
suffering long-term oppression by a government and people 
is to break the bonds with that government and set up 
whatever new foundation is "most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness." This is universal law, natural law and 
just law, recognized by people all over the world since time 
immemorial. Whenever an oppressed people's national 
consciousness and political consciousness reaches the stage 
where they collectively become aware of themselves as 
equal to others in society, yet are not treated equally, the 
usual response is to break allegiance with that oppressive 
government by defining themselves as a new nation, declar- 
ing their independence and fighting a people's war to win 
that independence. For real freedom, for real self- 
determination, we must first gain a complete break from 
this present government, so that we can determine of our 
own free will which future arrangement is "most likely to 
effect our safety and happiness." A break from this present 
government necessitates that our first objective be con- 
cretely defined as independence. 


Land as an Objective 


Land is a concrete definition of freedom and 
independence. And land means land. Land is territory, turf, 
earth, ground; it's the stuff that states, provinces, regions, 
boroughs and districts are made of. Many Whites (and 
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Blacks) profess ignorance of Black demands for land, 
claiming that Blacks do not predominate or form a clear 
majority in any particular state in the U.S. That is an 
attempt to skirt the main issue. Blacks were forcefully 
brought to the Black Belt South where we once predomi- 
nated. We were forcefully dispersed and scattered from the 
Black Belt by terror, acute premeditated poverty, the Klan, 
starvation and genocidal governmental campaigns similar to 
those that almost dispatched the Native American from this 
entire continent. 


Revolutions are not dinner parties, or any other such 
neat and tidy affair. As Mao said, "A revolution is an 
insurrection, an act of violence by which one class 
overthrows another." By similar analogy, national liberation 
is an insurrection, an act of violence by which one nation 
breaks free of another. National liberation/Black Liberation 
of an oppressed nation is in itself a revolutionary struggle. 
And if revolution is anything, it is the expropriation of the 
wealth and land of the ruling class and government and 
redistributing it among the masses of oppressed peoples and 
oppressed nationalities. 


It is estimated that 70% of the land in the U.S. lies in 
the hands of the ruling class and government. Blacks are 
completely within their/our rights, with Native American 
consent, to claim the Black Belt South as our domestic 
national homeland—and to take the land from the ruling 
class and government. 


Although Blacks do not predominate throughout the 
entire Black Belt, there are still distinct regions where 
Blacks do predominate: the Black Belt delta region running 
along the Mississippi River from the state of Mississippi 
down through Louisiana, other vast regions in Alabama, 
SouthCarolina, the Sea Island region in Georgia. Also Black 
people make up most of the population of large districts of 
various urban cities: Bedford-Stuyvesant in Brooklyn, 
Harlem in Manhattan, South Philadelphia, Roxbury in Bos- 
ton, Central Ward in Newark, Southside in Chicago, 
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Washington, D.C., Detroit, 5th and 3rd Wards in Houston, 
Watts in Los Angeles, and other Black urban districts. 


Land means defining freedom in terms of concrete 
space and concrete numbers. It means a Black Independent 
Nation-State defined in terms of concrete space: the Black 
Belt region in the South, for instance. It also means 
autonomous (self governing) districts defined in terms of 
concrete numbers: the Black urban districts in the cities, 
for instance. 


Autonomous Districts as an Objective 


Autonomous (self-governing) districts means defining 
freedom in terms of concrete numbers (and space). It means 
that whenever a concrete number of Blacks—say, two 
hundred thousand (200,000) or more—congregate in a partic- 
ular district, they then automatically have the right to 
autonomous self-government of that district if they so 
choose. Autonomous self-government means having com- 
plete control of one's economic, political, social and cultural 
life throughout the district with the unrestricted right to 
form economic, political, social and cultural relationships, 
links, agreements, treaties and federations with whatever 
other nations or peoples that one sees fit. This would 
provide a means of political autonomy/independence to the 
large Black urban districts of Harlem, Bed-Sty, Watts, etc., 
and to vast Black regions elsewhere, too. Obviously, this 
would also provide autonomy/independence to large numbers 
of Native Americans, Chicano-Mexicanos, Puerto Ricans, 
Asian-Americans, and any other oppressed nationality/class 
in whatever territories they occupy, if they so choose. 
Control, space, numbers and material basis are concrete 
definitions of freedom; without them, "freedom" only means 
faith, hopes and maybe's. 


Socialist Revolution as an Objective 


"We have to keep in mind at all times that we are not 
fighting for integration, nor are we fighting for 
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separation. We are fighting for recognition as human 
beings. We are fighting for the right to live as free 
human beings in this society. In fact, we are actually 
fighting for rights that are even greater than civil 
rights and that is human rights." 

—Maleolm X 


We should also define our freedom concretely as 
socialist revolution so as to equally stress the necessity for 
reedom from capitalism and class oppression. Our main 
form of oppression is national oppression—that is, across the 
board oppression of all people of Afrikan descent in amerika, 
the oppression of our Black Nation. Our main weapon for 
combatting this national oppression is our national liberation 
struggle for Independence, Land, Autonomous Districts (and 
Pan-Afrikanism to be discussed later). But national 
liberation alone won't solve all our problems. There is a 
dual, even multiple, nature to our problems. As long as U.S. 
imperialism exists, it must have nations to dominate and 
exploit. No independent nation will be safe, especially a 
weak, new independent Black Nation. 


The seeds of imperialism are rooted in capitalism, an 
economic system based upon private ownership of the means 
of production and distribution, which are operated for 
profits. Capitalism fosters a class society. It locks the real 
power in the hands of an elite ruling class, thereby enabling 
them to exploit the working class, oppressed nationalities 
and other oppressed classes. Class, stated simply, is 
determined by the type of work (or non-work) one does for a 
living. Even when U.S. imperialism is destroyed, unless 
capitalism and class oppression are uprooted in each nation, 
imperialism will eventually resurface. Some other capitalist 
nation would simply take the place of U.S. imperialism and 
continue business as usual. Or, there are those within our 
own nation who would take the place of our foreign 
oppressors and continue as usual. Oppression of whatever 
form is still oppression and we want no part of it. 


The Black Nation is oppressed on the basis of both 
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nationality and class. To gain true liberation, we must wage 
a dual or two-front struggle simultaneously. One is a 
national liberation struggle to free us from U.S. imperialism; 
the second is a class struggle to free us from capitalism and 
all its manifestations, internally and externally. Class 
struggle, or socialist revolution is the main weapon for 
combatting capitalism. Socialist revolution, as a concrete 
definition of our freedom, covers the other front in our 
struggle: freedom from capitalism and class oppression. 


"All nations will arrive at socialism, that in inevita- 
ble, but all will do so in not exactly the same way, 
each will contribute something of its own to some 
form of democracy, to some variety of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, to the varying rate of 
socialist transformation in the different aspects of 
social life." 
—V.I. Lenin: A Caricature of Marxism 


The U.S. will arrive at socialism, the Black Nation, 
too, but not necessarily in exactly the same way. Any 
serious analysis of socialism's future in amerika must also 
take into consideration its opposing tendency: fascism. The 
Black Nation may arrive at socialism after breaking free and 
independent of a weakened U.S. imperialism—or at the 
climax of a multi-nationalist socialist revolution that de- 
stroys U.S. imperialism and results in self-deter mination for 
the Black Nation—or perhaps by some route between the 
two. The path taken by the Black Nation depends upon 
several conditions, one being the attitudes and actions of 
oppressed Whites toward socialist revolution and self- 
determination for oppressed domestic nations during further 
U.S. declines. 


The common point for revolutionary unity between 
Blacks and other domestic oppressed nations revolves around 
joining in common struggle against U.S. imperialism for 
national liberation and self-determination for all oppressed 
nations. The common point for revolutionary unity between 
Blacks and oppressed Whites revolves around joining in 
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common struggle against U.S. imperialism for socialist 
revolution concurrent with self-determination for domestic 
oppressed nations and all oppressed nations. The funda- 
mental issue of a principled Black/White alliance rests upon 
whether oppressed Whites concretely support self-deter- 
mination for the Black Nation or not. 


A Black (and/or Third World) struggle for self- 
determination can itself set off a struggle for socialist 
revolution in amerika, and is one reason why it is in itself a 
revolutionary struggle. It is almost certain that the U.S. 
government will turn increasingly toward "open" fascism in 
attempting to stem the tide of its decline. It has always 
used naked terror, the threat of race war and genocide in 
attempting to keep Blacks and other Third World nations in 
line in this country. 


It can be counted on to accelerate these same 
measures in attempting to stem the Black Nation's move 
toward independence and self-determination. There is no 
guarantee that oppressed Whites will not turn fascist along 
with the U.S. government. It seems unnecessary to state 
that Blacks have never wanted a race war in this country, 
have always struggled to avoid it, and will continue as long 
as possible to do so. But at the same time, it seems 
necessary to make clear that Blacks are no longer 
intimidated by the spectre of race war either. World 
conditions are not the same today as they were even a mere 
40 years ago. No longer can an attempt be made to 
exterminate Blacks or any other oppressed nation in this 
country without the outside world so much as raising a 
whimper, not even considering Black, Third World and 
progressive peoples' reaction inside this country. Today, a 
race war in the U.S. will indeed touch off a war (with 
political and racial overtones) around the world—and nobody 
or very few will be left. In particular, no racist will be left, 
and probably very few capitalists either. 


The main task of conscious Blacks, at present, is to 
unite the Black Nation around the goal of self-determination 
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and independence. The duty of conscious Whites is to break 
out of their complacency and seriously begin the task of 
educating the masses of oppressed Whites that the real 
solution to U.S. decline lies in socialist revolution with self- 
determination for domestic oppressed nations. Before there 
can be any Black/White unity, there must first be some 
Black unity. Once Black unity around independence is 
attained (and it will be), then the Black Independence 
Movement can look around for unity with other Third World 
movements on self-determination, and with progressive 
Whites around self-determination for all oppressed nations 
and socialist revolution in the U.S. 


PART II 
DEFINING THE ENEMY CONCRETELY 


"Who are our enemies? Who are our friends? This is 
a question of the first importance in the revolution. 
The basic reason why all previous revolutionary 
struggles in China achieved so little was their failure 
to unite with real friends in order to attack real 
enemies....To distinguish real friends from real 
enemies, we must make a general analysis of the 
economic status of various classes in Chinese society 
and their respective attitudes toward revolution." 


—Mao Tse Tung: Analysis of the Classes 
in Chinese Society 


It is essential that the question of enemies and friends 
be answered concretely and correctly, if our struggle is to 
succeed. We are an oppressed nation, a neo-colonized 
domestic Black Nation, to be specific. Our main duty is to 
break the enemy's control of our own lives and destiny. 
Imperialism is the international system of colonizing 
nations, both foreign and domestic. 


"To say that imperialism is 'class oppression 
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manifesting itself on a national level' is nothing but 
saying that entire nations become classes." 

—Atiba: Notes from an Afrikan P.O.W. 
Journal 


In other words, imperialism turns whole nations into an 
Oppressed class. Our main enemy is the system of 
imperialism/capitalism that has us colonized. The head of 
imperialism/colonialism/capitalism is the U.S.A., represent- 
ed by the U.S. government. Then our main enemy is the U.S. 
government. But governments and systems are created and 
maintained by people, in particular, a certain class of 
people. The system of imperialism/colonialism/capitalism 
and the U.S. government are all maintained by the U.S. 
ruling class—the super-rich. To be more precise, our main 
enemy is the system of imperialism, colonialism, capitalism 
and the U.S. government, all of which are represented in the 
flesh by the U.S. ruling class: the super-rich and all those 
who aid and abet this ruling class in maintaining dominance 
over our nation and throughout the world. That is our main 
enemy, and primarily, this enemy is an external enemy. 
Simply knowing our enemy is not enough. We learn our 
enemies in order to attack them. 


The Black Nation is also made up of various classes. It 
is necessary to understand class divisions within the Black 
Nation so we can determine which class of Blacks are 
enemies and which are friends. 


There is no true bourgeoisie (ruling) class of Blacks, 
but there is a "national" Black bourgeoisie. Many act as the 
representatives, spokepersons, and agents of the U.S. ruling 
class (the true bourgeoisie) in the Black colony. Maleolm X 
referred to them as "house niggers," "Uncle Toms" and 
"Negro" leaders against the Black revolution. He identified 
them as the "Big Six," the heads of the six biggest civil 
rights organizations, all of which are financed, controlled 
and directed by super-rich Whites in the background with 
Black faces up front. Today some of them have been 
advanced to "token" representation on the Boards of 


Directors of the giant ruling class corporations of General 
Motors, Monsanto Chemicals, the Ford Foundation and other 
ruling class industries, organizations, federal appointments 
and fronts as rewards for keeping the Black masses ignorant 
and passive while U.S. imperialism props up racist Southern 
Africa, rapes Northern Afrika and the Mid-East for oil, 
plunders the entire Third World and implements massive 
genocidal poverty, police murder, drugs, behavior and birth 
control campaigns on domestic Blacks. Others head up 
government-financed "nationalistic" organizations, some 
even going so far as to wrap themselves in the "patriotic" 
red, white and blue flag of capitalism in return for a free 
hand to push massive amounts of CIA heroin in the Black 
colony. All of these traitorous Black "bourgeoisie" are the 
main internal enemies of the Black colony. Those "national" 
bourgeoisie Blacks who aid Black self-determination and 
socialist revolution are friends. 


The Black petit-bourgeoisie (middle) class is mostly 
made up of Black professionals. These are the doctors, 
lawyers, professors, intellectuals, politicians, judges, busi- 
ness persons, office workers, shopkeepers, scientists, super- 
star athletes, entertainers, etc., who work mainly with their 
heads or talents to make a living. Those petit-beurgeoisie 
Blacks who aid the enemy—athletes/entertainers going to 
South Africa, Uncle Toms supporting the White-controlled 
Rhodesian government, Black capitalists, paternalistic inte- 
grationists, "turn-the-cheek" advocators of non-violence— 
are enemies. Those who side with the oppressed Black 
masses are friends. 


The majority of Blacks are working class (proletariat). 
They represent the most powerful class for liberation and 
self-determination in the Black colony. Most are friends. 
Those aiding the enemy are enemies. 


The Black semi-proletariat is a phenomena of the last 
half 20th Century amerika. They make up an increasing 
proportion of the Black Nation, especially in the large cities. 
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They are a direct result of imperialism's strangle-hold on the 
Black colony's economics and other vital institutions, the 
technical displacement of masses of Black workers and 
imperialism's past ability to provide even its most exploited 
segment with minimal subsistance such as_ welfare, 
unemployment, social security, veteran benefits, poverty 
programs, etc., to keep the Black Nation totally dependent 
and just below the flash point. As a result, there are now 
whole generations of Black youth growing up who have never 
held a job, nor were/are they able to find one. They can't be 
classified as workers because they have never worked (one 
or two part-time jobs in a lifetime doesn't make one a 
worker) and they come from households where the head of 
the house has never worked in the classical sense, although 
raising a family is work indeed. This semi-proletariat is 
young, has consciousness, is basically friendly and a potent 
force for national liberation and revolution if organized for 
such. Those who aid the enemy are enemies. 


The other phenomena of the last half of the 20th 
Century in amerika is the flooding of the Black colony with 
heroin. Together with technological displacement of 
workers, heroin trafficking greatly accelerated the increase 
of the Black lumpen-proletariat (bottom) class in the urban 
centers. This Black "lumpen" represents the bottom half of 
the semi-proletariat and many have a predator conscious- 
ness. Some White amerikan "Marxists" use this class as a 
scapegoat to make all types of veiled racist remarks about 
the Black colony, blaming the victim instead of the real 
criminal. They also use it as a cover for denouncing all 
violence, including Black revolutionary violence, in a brazen 
attempt to defang, castrate and control the Black Liberation 
Movement. Predators are a valuable and necessary element 
in any violent confrontation with the enemy. The "lumpen" 
must be politically educated and made conscious of who the 
real enemy is—in other words, "WHO" to attack. They must 
(and can) be organized into a conscious force for Black 
Liberation, otherwise the enemy will organize them against 
the movement. Those "lumpen" who aid the enemy and prey 
upon Black and oppressed people are the enemy indeed. 
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Those aiding and fighting for national liberation and socialist 
revolution are friends, indeed. 


The Black farmers and farmworkers are becoming a 
vanishing breed/class in amerika due to automation of large 
farms. Masses of Black farmworkers are no longer needed. 
They were/are driven from the land through bankruptcy, 
back taxes, fraud, government and industrial land grabs and 
other similar schemes. Most wound up in the cities, but the 
flow is now reversing itself southward and westward. Black 
migratory farmworkers have mostly been substituted for by 
Chicano/Mexican/Puerto Ricans who did work that Blacks 
would not do, worked cheaper and were less likely to 
complain. The Chicano/Mexican/Puerto Rican farmworkers 
are now organizing themselves into a powerful farmworkers 
movement with strong revolutionary implications for the 
coming self-determination struggles. Black farmers/farm- 
workers are basically friends; all have a natural interest in 
struggling for land, in particular. Those who aid the 
liberation struggle are friends; those aiding the enemy are 
enemies. Again, simply knowing the enemy is not enough. 
We learn our enemies in order to attack them. We learn our 
friends in order to unite with them. 


DEFINING OUR FRIENDS CONCRETELY 


"The enemy of my enemy is my friend." 
—Old Afrikan proverb 


We are an Afrikan people, a domestic neo-colonized 
Afrikan nation. All Afrikan people are our brothers and 
sisters. That does not necessarily mean all Afrikans are our 
friends and comrades, but it does mean we are one people. 
We are transplanted Afrikans who have been fused into a 
unique Afrikan nation by the harsh conditions of common 
long-term national oppression in amerika—the same way the 
continent of Afrika is internationally oppressed and Afrikans 
are oppressed throughout the world. Our liberation is 
intrically bound up in the liberation of Afrika, and we can 
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never be truly free until all Afrika (and Afrikans) is free, 
independent and socialist, which is the essence of revolu- 
tionary Pan-Afrikanism. But the best contribution we can 
presently make to the liberation of Afrika and Pan- 
Afrikanism is to support it concretely while resolutely 
fighting for our own liberation right here in the belly of the 
main beast that we know well. 


Our main enemy is imperialism, our main friends then 
are anti-imperialist—those who fight against U.S. imperial- 
ism and/or give concrete aid and support to our national 
liberation struggle or aid national liberation and socialist 
revolutionary struggles in general. Our main enemy is also 
capitalism, the U.S. government and the ruling class. 
Likewise, our friends are those who fight against capitalism, 
the U.S. government and the ruling class or give concrete 
aid and support to these struggles. 


On the international level our friends are the 
progressive independent Afrikan, Third World and socialist 
nations, all the colonized and neo-colonized nations and 
national liberation movements, the socialist revolutionary 
movements and the whole of the international proletariat or 
world's working class struggle against the world's ruling 
class. 


On the national level our friends are the other 
domestic oppressed nations, national minorities and national 
liberation movements, in particular, those waging armed 
struggle against U.S. imperialism: the Native Americans, 
the Puerto Ricans, the Chicano/Mexicanos, the Asian- 
Americans. Our friends are those oppressed White classes 
waging revolutionary struggles against U.S. imperialism, 
capitalism and colonialism, those who concretely support 
self-determination for all domestic oppressed nations—in 
particular, those who wage armed struggle. Our friends are 
all those: the anti-imperialist, anti-capitalist, nationalist, 
socialist, communist, anarchist and any others who fight 
imperialism/capitalism/colonialism and concretely support 
self-determination for oppressed nations. 
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Inside the Black Nation, our friends are the Black 
working class, the semi-proletariat and the farmers/farm- 
workers—and those Black petit-bourgeoisie, "lumpen," and 
"national" bourgeoisie who side with the struggle for Black 
self-determination, national liberation and socialist revolu- 
tion. Again, knowing is not enough, we learn our real friends 
in order to unite with them to attack our real enemies. 


PART Il 
SOME SOLUTIONS OR THINGS TO DO 


"It is sufficient to estimate the enemy's situation 
correctly and to concentrate your strength to capture 
him. There is no more to it than this. He who lacks 
foresight and underestimates his enemy will surely be 
captured by him." 

—Sun Tzu: The Art of War 


The following 10-point strategy is basically the core of 
a 1977 position paper presented by the African Peoples 
Socialist Party. I've modified it and fused it with selected 
political objectives of the Republic of New Afrika, the 
African Peoples Party, various black nationalists, and the 
Black Liberation Army to arrive at the following: 


10-Point strategy 
1. Win Blacks to independence. 


2. Build Black independent institutions and political 
formations. 


4. Create a National Black United Front. 
5. Win domestic support for Black independence. 


6. Fuse independent institutions into a national Black 
support system. 


141 


tle 
powers. 


Create centers of dual or contending governmental 


8. Win international support for Black independence. 


9. Move the Black masses towards a people's war for 
independence and socialism. 


10. Fight to win! 


Organizations 


"If we must have justice, we must be strong; if we 
must be strong, we must come together; if we must 
come together, we can only do so through the system 
of oganization....Let us not waste time in breathless 
appeals to the strong while we are weak, but lend our 
time, energy and effort to the accumulation of 
strength among ourselves by which we will voluntarily 
attract the strength of others." 


—Marcus Garvey: "Philosophy and Opinions" 


The seven basic organizations, or their equivalents, 
necessary to implement the 10-point strategy are: 


1. 


2. 


3. 


6. 


7. 


Black Political Party. 

Black Mass Organizations. 

Black Army. 

National Black United Front (NBUF). 
Black Vanguard Organization. 

Black Provisional Government. 


National Black Liberation Front (NBLF). 


A Black Political Party is necessary to inject the 


science of politics into the mass struggle. Its main duty is 


to educate and organize the masses around political objec- 
tives. Primarily it uses legal means and is a public 
organization, but does not refrain from the use of extra- 
legal means when necessary, and is responsible for imple- 
menting the political line. 


Black Mass organizations are the masses organized. 


These are the various grass-root organizations that the 
people themselves organize to deal with their day-to-day 
needs and oppressions, i.e., community organizations, labor 
unions, women's, youth and student organizations, tenant 
organizations, food cooperatives, independent schools, urban 
and rural communes, health clinics, legal clinics, 
professional organizations, child care centers, block associa- 
tions, religious organizations, etc. These organizations are 
the foundation of the mass movement and the implementa- 
tion of the mass line. 


The Black Army is a People's Army whose primary 
duty is to defend Black people, fight the enemy and educate 
and organize the people militarily. It is an underground 
organization that primarily uses extra-legal means and 


implements the military line. 


A National Black United Front (NBUF) is necessary to 
combine the various political and mass organizations under 
one national banner. Its main duty is to build and represent 
the mass movement with one voice and to focus the force of 
this mass movement on the main link at each stage of the 
struggle. Primarily the NBUF is an above-gound organiza- 
tion, mostly uses legal means and implements the mass lines. 


A Black Vanguard Organization acts as the Command 
| Center for the Black movement. It is a secret politico- 
military organization of professional revolutionaries which 
merges the political, military and mass leadership into a 
single nucleus. Its main duty is to function as the hidden 
nerve center of the Black movement, coordinating the 
struggle and giving political and military direction to it. It 
uses extra-legal means and is responsible for formulating 
political, military and mass policies and directives. 
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The Black Provisional Government represents the New 
Afrikan People's Government in embryo. Its main duty is to 
serve as the legitimate government of the Black masses, in 
particular, those switching allegiance from U.S. imperialism 
to the Black independence movement. It is also responsible 
for creating contending centers of governmental powers in 
the contested regions and districts. Primarily it is an above- 
ground organization, uses legal means and is responsible for 
implementing the state policy of the Black working classes. 


The National Black Liberation Front (NBLF) is a later 
fusion of the above organizations with the Armed Front to 
pursue mass armed struggle as the primary strategy for 
Black independence. 


PART IV 
TACTICS: IMPLEMENTING THE 10-POINT STRATEGY 


The essence of the strategy is to set the masses of 
Black people in motion toward people's war for 
independence, land, autonomous districts and socialist 
revolution. Tactics tell us what to do or how to put “put the 
Strategy into action. Primarily, these tactics are the 
flexible application of four basic principles: Agitate, 
Educate, Organize and Fight! They are laid out in reference 
to organizations: Political, Military, Mass, Provisional 
Government and Vanguard Organizations. By defining 
tactics for organizations, that also defines what an 
individual can do as a member of a particular organization 
or in solidarity with it. 


Winning Blacks to Independence 


To win Blacks to independence, it is first necessary 
that they know and understand the independence concept. 
Malcolm X long ago explained this concept in simple terms. 
In effect, he said that our schools do not work for us, not 
because they aren't "integrated," but because we don't 
control them. They are labeled "segregated," not because 
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they are all Black, but because we don't control them. 
White schools are all White, yet they are not labeled 
"segregated" because Whites control their own schools—and 
ours, too. He applied the same reasoning to why our 
communities are Black ghetto colonies, not because they are 
all Black, but because we don't control the economic, 
political and social aspects of them. We don't control our 
communities. The businesses are controlled by outside 
finances, housing is controlled by outside landlords, polities, 
police, health and social services....every major institution is 
controlled by outside administrations. That makes us a 
colonized people. The first concern of a colonized people is 
independence. 


The fundamental tactic for winning Blacks to 
independence is waging a widespread agitation and education 
campaign throughout the Black Nation by talking up, 
discussing, debating and using every available technique to 
clarify and spread independence concepts, ideas and slogans 
that persuade Blacks to independence. Police murder and 
brutality, high unemployment, drugs, high crime, high prices, 
bad housing, bad schools, prisons, poor medical care, corrupt 
politicians, Uncle Tom leaders, etc.—all are prime issues to 
agitate around and spread the concept of Black 
independence and control of our own affairs as a concrete 
solution. 


Tacties for Black Political Parties include laying out 
the ideological foundations of Black independence as the 
first step in formulating political lines to win Blacks to 
independence. A number of "political" Blacks still labor 
under the illusion that independence as a goal is apolitical, 
bourgeoise, reactionary or even "racist." This is incorrect 
and must be thoroughly rooted out at the ideological level. 
Scientific socialism fundamentally and consistently upholds 
the right of oppressed nations to self-determination, 
including the right to secede, and these concepts must be 
thoroughly spread throughout the Black Nation. 


Black United Fronts should engage in a national 
campaign to unify around the position of independence. 
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Agitation and education should focus on the oppressive 
nature of Black life, stemming primarily from the fact that 
we do not control the economic, political and social aspects 
of our communities. 


Black Mass Organizations can win Blacks to 
independence through practicing independence and socialist- 
based polities in their organizations and Spreading these 
concepts through the community. A viable network of 
independent institutions organized on socialist principles and 
serving the concrete needs of the people is, in itself, one of 
the best means of spreading independence concepts—and a 
living example of it. 


The Black Provisional Government ean spread 
independence ideas by agitating for the secession of the 
Black urban districts from City Hall control with similar 
efforts in Black counties in the Black Belt South. It also 
educates Blacks on the necessity to switch their allegiance 
to independence politics. 


The Black Army can contribute by organizing and 
fighting. under an "Independence and Socialism" banner and 
by carrying out armed propaganda to that effect. Known 
Black Army prisoners should declare themselves P.O.W.'s 
captured in the struggle for Black independence. 


The Black Vanguard can contribute by setting priority 
in the initial stage on winning Blacks to independence and 
harnessing the full weight of the Black movement toward 
attaining this goal. 


Building Black Independent Institutions and Political 
Formations 


The basic tactie for building Black independent 
institutions is to join one or support one already existing or 
to find other people with similar needs and come together to 
organize your own. Another tactic is to take over the 
colonizer's institution already existing in the com munity. 


146 


Black Mass Organizations should set up socialist-based 
independent institutions in the areas of: independent 
schools, child care centers, food cooperatives, cooperative 
houses and farms, trade unions, health clinics, taxi services, 
cooperative industries, or wherever else there exists a 
common need. This serves to begin breaking the colonizer's 
grip on every facet of our lives. These institutions alone 
cannot serve the needs of all Black people in the early 
stages. The other side of the coin involves taking over the 
colonizer's institutions already existing in our community, 
e.g., public schools, housing, hospitals, industries, businesses, 
etc., and putting the workers and the people who use these 
institutions in control of them. 


The basic tactic for taking over an existing institution 
is to agitate, educate and organize those who inhabit and/or 
patronize the institutions (tenants, workers, students, etc.) 
to occupy it and take it over or-strike and boycott it to take 
it over. 


Tactics for the Black Army are to defend the people 
and their institutions and help to organize them into self- 
defense forces so they can defend themselves from both the 
colonizer and the Black capitalist seeking to replace the 
colonizer. The Black Army must also educate the people 
that institutions taken over may still change hands between 
them and the colonizer many times and that the best 
defense for an institution (or district) is the building of a 
strong, mobile Black Army that is constantly on the 
offensive so as to relieve pressure on the people's static 
defense of their institutions (or districts). 


Basic tactics for building independent Black politicai 
formations, i.e., Political Parties, United Fronts, Provisional 
Governments, Vanguard and Army, is unchanged. As always, 
it is to wholeheartedly serve the needs of the people and 
root one's main base of economic, political and mass support 
in the Black working classes. 


Building the Black Army and Military Formations 


"The Black...Army defines itself as....a political- 
military organization whose primary objective is to 
fight for the independence and self-determination of 
Afrikan people in the United States." 

—Dhoruba Moore: Case of Dhoruba Moore 


and Repression of the Black Movement 


The fundamental tactic for building a Black Army is 
the initial formation of a small, secret, hardcore nucleus of 
the most politically advanced, disciplined and dedicated 
comrades, having no other commitment except to fight the 
enemy, build the army and "Win or Die." Around this core is 
built the Black Army. 


Such an Army is too small, at first, to defend all Black 
people. Its initial duty is to fight the enemy and set correct 
examples how Black people can defend themselves. The 
main form of fighting at this stage is that of "retaliation" 
for injustices committed against the Black community. 
Next comes the development of a mobile capacity to strike 
distant targets, then combinations (serial or simultaneous 
strikes at separate targets) and campaigns: a sustained 
series of strikes with limited objectives and duration. After 
that, the variations are countless, depending on the rate of 
success or defeat, the support of the people and the growth 
or decay of the army. 


The Black Army is a People's Army and building it is a 
two-way process. As the Black Army builds its strength, the 
people must build their own local military formations and 
self-defense forces (with Black Army help, if needed). Local 
self-defense committees are necessary to organize the 
community for section-by-section, block-by-block defense 
and to form secret self-defense teams, community patrols, 
rifle clubs and communication and logistic networks. Rural 
areas, especially the Black Belt South, must also develop 
people's militia for self-defense and clandestine guerrilla 
units in similar fashion to complement the urban districts. 
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If a conventional army moves on its "stomach," then a 
People's Army moves on its infrastructure (i.e., its 
underground support network of personnel, armaments, safe 
houses, finance, communication and intelligence, and 
transportation and logistics) which, in turn, requires 
concrete support from the people. The most effective 
tactic for building the Black Army is to join it or to create 
one's own guerrilla unit and fight in line with the general 
strategy of the Black Army. Additional tactics involve 
concretely supporting the maintenance of the Army's 
infrastructure or becoming involved in community self- 
defense. 


Tactics for Political Parties, United Fronts, 
Provisional Governments and Mass Organizations (urban and 
rural communes, rifle clubs, trade unions, health clinics, 
veteran's organizations, etc.) are: provide consistent 
concrete support to the Black Army and armed struggle (i.e., 
funnel personnel, equipment, finance and information to it); 
educate and organize the community to do the same; and 
support its captive P.O.W.'s, 


Tacties for the Black Vanguard in this stage are to set 
priority on building the Army and to liberate its experienced 
P0.W.'s. 


Creating a National Black United Front 


A National Black United Front is needed to build the 
Black mass movement for independence. It is necessary to 
combine the various and sundry Political and Mass 
Organizations under one Front that will build and represent 
the mass movement with one voice and that will focus the 
entire force of the movement on the main link at each stage 
of the struggle. One reason Afrikan and other anti- 
imperialist countries don't give greater support to the Black 
movement in the U.S. is because no one organization exists 
that truly speaks for the majority of the Black masses. The 
creation of a Front would go a long way in solving this 
problem. 


The fundamental tactic for creating a National Black 
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United Front is to call a nationwide conference where every 
spectrum of the Black independence movement is invited, 
i.e., Political Parties, grass-roots organizations, Provisional 
Governments, trade unions, workers, women, youth, 
students, welfare recipients, unemployed, professionals, 
aged, prisoner's groups, veterans, religious, ete. Schedule 
brief speakers, discussions and workshops to arrive at a 
conference-wide agreement on what Blacks must do to gain 
independence. Put the agreement into a formal plan. 
Create the necessary organizational structure and divisions 
of labor to carry it out. Assign responsibility for each part 
to various organizations and representatives present. Then 
start carrying out the plan. 


Tactics for Political formations, Mass Organizations 
and representatives of the Black Army and Vanguard are: 
support and attend such a conference and keep the 
mainstream on a revolutionary course throughout the 
conference and the existence of the Front; work toward the 
eventual acceptance of armed struggle as the primary 
strategy for Black independence. 


Winning Domestic Support for Black Independence 


The fundamental tactic for winning domestic support 
for Black independence is to mount an intensive campaign to 
inform, educate and actively seek the support of other 
domestic nations and nationalities: the Native Americans, 
Chicano/Mexicanos, Puerto Ricans and Asian-Americans— 
and the progressive elements of the oppressed White classes. 
To get concrete support we must give concrete and resolute 
support to the domestic Third World independence, national 
liberation and human rights struggles and to the progressive 
and revolutionary movements among White oppressed 
classes. 


Black Political Parties should lay out the political 
foundations of Black independence to other domestic 
oppressed groups. Many are under the impression that Black 
independence is a rejection of them or that it is an 


apolitical, chauvinistic Black separatist move or they simply 
see it as a threat to them. These misconceptions must be 
thoroughly dispelled and it must be made clear that Black 
independence is an "affirmation of ourselves" and a rejection 
of no other nationality. We stand wholeheartedly for the 
independence of all other domestic oppressed nations, 
against oppression of any nationality, for the liberation of 
all oppressed classes and for the waging of world revolution 
until all people everywhere are free. In particular, we are 
for the free voluntary association of nations—and not for the 
domination of some nations by others, as is the present 
situation in the U.S. That is true self-determination that we 
seek; it is grounded in basic scientific socialist principles 
and is a threat to no one except the system of U.S. 
imperialism and those who wish to dominate others. These 
concepts must be thoroughly spread throughout other 
domestic oppressed forces. 


Tactics for the NBUF, Political Parties, Mass Organi- 
zations and Provisional Government are: form working 
alliances, coalitions, united fronts and combined campaigns 
with other domestic oppressed forces on all progressive and 
revolutionary issues; wage mass demonstrations, strikes and 
participate in other actions in solidarity with common goals. 


The Black Army and Vanguard should form secret 
communication and links with similar elements of other 
domestic oppressed forces to coordinate methods of recipro- 
cal support and the formation of combined political and 
military campaigns. 


Fusing Independent Institutions into a National Black 
Support System 


Any serious struggle for Black independence requires 
that there be a material support base for that struggle. 
Although domestic and international support is necessary, 
desired, to be vigorously pursued, and most likely 
forthcoming—still, the best policy is to depend primarily 
upon "self-reliance" and one's own people. Our people must 
be our mountains, otherwise our struggle for "independence" 


151 


is seriously compromised from the beginning. One method 
for building self-reliance is to fuse our network of 
independent institutions into a national Black support 
system. 


The fundamental tactic for doing this is by mounting a 
massive, nationwide educational and _ organizational 
campaign, backed up by concrete practice toward this end. 
These campaigns should stress "self-reliance" and the neces- 
sity to restore the sense of "community" that once existed in 
Black society as personified by the "extended family" 
concept. When disaster strikes a Black family or com munity, 
the remaining Black community should begin practicing self- 
reliance by also responding to the aid of that family or 
community. A Black community able to raise and deliver 
medicines, clothes and equipment to Mozambique can surely 
deliver the same to Mississippi or Motown. 


The NBUF, independent institutions and Political 
Parties should educated the Black masses on "self-reliance" 
and organize "People's Depots" (by collecting quantities of 
food, clothing, medicines, collective housing lists, home 
equipment, etc.) in each Black district for delivery to local 
families struck by calamity (fire, robbery, death, ete.) and 
to Black communities hit by disasters (hurricanes, tornadoes, 
riots, quarantines, etc.). 


Tactics for the Provisional Government are: create 
frontier communities in the Black Belt South (or urban 
districts) and solicit support of these communities by 
popularizing the concept of "Malcolm X Trails" and "Harriet 
Tubman Trails." 


The Black Army can contribute by taking the main 
responsibility for delivery or infiltration of personnel and 
equipment into Black areas hit by riots and quarantines. 


The Black Vanguard can contribute by setting a 
priority on "self-reliance," then harnessing the full weight 
of the Black independence movement, together with 
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domestic alliances, to bring successes in the transition to 
this stage. 


Creating Centers of Dual or Contending Governmental 


Powers 


Government derives its authority from the will and 
consent of the people, meaning the people themselves decide 
what will be. This is the basis of all true governments. At 
present, every major aspect of life in the Black community 
is decided and controlled by outside forces. To roll back this 
situation, we must begin taking control over every facet of 
our lives. A proper step in this direction is the creation of 
dual centers of power and contending governmental powers 
that derive their authority from the will and consent of 
Black people. 


The fundamental tactic for doing this is: in those 
areas and institutions where we are the overwhelming 
majority, organize a ‘consensus for Black control, take 
control, then stand ready to defend it. 


We already have numerical majority within the Black 
ghetto colonies, its schools, housing, hospitals, consumption 
of its business goods and social services and as workers in 
factories located therein. The same holds true for some 
Black Belt South counties and regions. 


Tactics for Mass Organizations are: organize the 
takeovers of colonized institutions existing in our communi- 
ties. Schools should be taken over through strikes, boycotts 
and occupations, demanding total control of the school, 
including budget, building, hiring and firing, course of study, 
etc. Housing should be taken over through rent strikes and 
squatters' movements in available housing and livable 
abandoned buildings. Similar methods should be used to take 
over or "nationalize" factories, businesses, hospitals and 
other colonial institutions in Black communities. Once a 
school, house, factory or other institution is taken over, an 
appropriate "People's Board," "Tenant Committee" or 
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"Workers' Committee" should be set up to administrate the 
institution and to organize "self-defense" committees to 
defend the institution. 


Tactics for the Provisional Government, NBUF and 
Political Parties are: mount a massive campaign to collect 
petitions in the Black districts of urban centers demanding 
"autonomy" and "self-rule" for the district. Political Parties 
should run candidates on a "self-rule" ticket in independent 
elections to elect a "Provisional People's Government" for 
the district. After sufficient petitions are collected, they 
should be presented to City Hall, the Black district should 
declare itself "autonomous" from the City Hall government 
and stand ready to defend its independence. Similar 
procedures should be carried out in the Black majority 
counties and regions of the Black Belt South. 


The Black Army, local military formations and self- 
defense forces should contest the authority of alien police, 
sheriffs and military forces to patrol the autonomous Black 
urban districts or rural regions and commence a systematic 
campaign to drive them out and FREE THE LAND! 


The Black Vanguard should shift top priority to armed 
struggle and create a National Black Liberation Front 
(NBLF) for this purpose. This NBLF is made up of those 
military forces actually carrying out military campaigns, 
i.e., the Black Army, independent guerrilla groups, self- 
defense forces and the Black Vanguard, merged with those 
elements of the National Black United Front, Political 
Parties, Provisional Government and Mass Organizations 
that adhere to the principle of armed struggle as the 
primary strategy for gaining Black independence. Unifying 
factors for the formation of the NBLF are: all those 
actually fighting, those with identical interest in armed 
struggle as the primary strategy, those with identical 
working class interestsand those with identical interest in 
forming a unified organization with a single command center 
under the direction of politico-military leadership that is 
technically capable to direct the struggle. The resulting 
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fusion is a National Black Liberation Front capable of 
assuming leadership of the Black independence movement. 
Its duty at this stage is to direct and coordinate the 
military, political and mass struggle and its alliances with 
other domestic forces to create victories in the contested 
areas. It also works with other domestic forces toward the 
development of a Multi-National Liberation Front for 
Independence and Socialism in the U.S. 


Winning International Support for Black Independence 


U.S. imperialism oppresses many foreign nations and 
threatens the security of other progressive countries and 
movements. All these countries and movements have a 
natural interest in contributing to the destruction of the 
system of U.S. imperialism. Independence for domestic 
oppressed nations and socialist revolution throughout the 
U.S. will surely destroy U.S. imperialism—and many foreign 
countries and movements are inclined to Support such a 
domestic movement. 


The fundamental tactic for winning international 
support for Black independence is: we speak with one voice, 
or with as much unity as possible, demonstrate our 
determination to fight against U.S. imperialism (as opposed 
to "integrating" with it) and ask for concrete international 
support for our struggle. Foreign countries, movements and 
international organizations (i.e., Organization of African 
Unity, United Nations, Non-Aligned Movement, Arab 
League, Socialist Internationals, etc.) always seek to 
determine whether a particular movement has the support of 
its people or not before aiding it. We must wage resolute 
mass demonstrations, strikes, boyeotts, political and 
military campaigns to demonstrate that we represent the 
will of the masses of Black people and that we want 


independence. 


Again the best tactic for receiving support is to give 
concrete support to those countries and movements that 
wage anti-imperialist struggle. We must wage struggle 


155 


campaigns in support of and in solidarity with their 


struggles. 


Tactics for the NBUF and Political Parties are: form 
open communications and links with progressive Afrikan, 
Carribean, Third World and Socialist nations, movements and 
international organizations and initiate dialogue around 
concrete reciprocal support for the NBLF and Black 
independence. Organize mass demonstrations, strikes and 
political campaigns toward winning international support. 
Sponsor fundraising and speaking tours in the U.S. for 
international representatives. Work toward the formation of 
an Afrikan International for the liberation of Afrikans at 
home and abroad and for the total unification of the Afrikan 
continent under scientific socialism. Concretely support 
true Socialist Internationals. 


Tactics for the Provisional Government are: seek a 
U.N. floor vote affirming that Blacks in the U.S. are indeed 
a colonized nation and that the NBLF has all the rights 
accorded movements in other colonized nations to wage a 
wer of national liberation against colonial domination and 
racist regimes—and that captured freedom fighters are not 
common criminals but P.O.W.'s as defined in the Geneva 
Convention articles. Request a U.N. supervised nationwide 
plebiscite held throughout the Black colony on the issue of 
independence, reparations and affirmation of the Black 
Provisional Government as the legitimate representative of 
the Black Nation. Other tactics for the Provisional - 
Government are: send delegates to international conven- 
tions to lobby for support of the NBLF and Black indepen- 
dence, give early recognition to new progressive Afrikan, 
Carribean, Third World and Socialist governments, form 
relations with them and negotiate for the release of Black 
Army P.O.W.'s in exchange for repatriation of captured U.S. 
spies and agents. 


Mass Organizations should engage in mass 
demonstrations and strikes to gain international support for 
the NBLF and Black independence. Create mass drives to 
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collect medicines, finance and equipment to support 
progressive struggles in Afrika, Carribean, Third World and 
Europe. 


The National Black Liberation Front should seek secret 
communication channels with international forces to open 
dialogue on international cooperation in political and 
military campaigns and in the areas of armaments, rear 
areas, training centers, interchange of personnel and 
logistics. 


Tactics for the Black Army in gaining international 
support for the NBLF and Black independence are: the 
initiation of reciprocating military campaigns against 
selected giant multi-national corporations headquartered in 
the U.S., similar campaigns against reactionary foreign 
regimes with personnel and installations in the U.S. , and 
military actions against foreign tyrants who flee to the U.S. 
for asylum. 


Moving the Black Masses towards People's War for 


Independence, Land, Autonomous Districts and Socialist 


Revolution 


A people can learn war through making war. People's 
war is the war of the weak against the strong—of the few 
against the many. It is a protracted war in which a people 
learn to make war using their own resources by turning the 
enemy's resources into their own supply depot—and 
eventually with a little help from their allies. 


The fundamental tactic for moving the Black masses 
toward People's War is: create victories for them in their 
day-to-day struggles. The masses learn, gain confidence and 
duplicate tactics when they see that it works and brings 
victory. The primary task of moving the Black masses 
toward People's War falls on the NBLF. The best means for 
it to do this is to focus the Black masses, our strongest 
weapon, on the weakest link in each engagement and at each 
stage. Then at the proper time, strike with politico-military 
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impact to create a victory for the masses. Victories are 
what galvanize the masses, build their confidence and spur 
them on to greater heights. Defeats will occur, too, but 
defeat is no stranger to Black people or to any oppressed 
people. Victory is the stranger. Once the Black masses 
learn the means by which to bring victories to their day-to- 
day struggles, People's War will spread through the Black 
Nation like wildfire. 


Fighting to Win 


P We already know what strategy the enemy will use: 
"Divide and Conquer!" He'll try to divide us from ourselves, 
from other domestic forces and from international forces. 
To win, we must do just the opposite of what the enemy 
desires. Fighting to win, in the first sense, means we must 
divide the enemy while uniting our own forces. That means 
we unite Blacks on independence; we unite with the Native 
American struggle to regain their land and sovereignty; we 
unite with the Chicano/Mexicanos struggle for national 
liberation and regaining of their land in the Southwest; we 
unite with the Puerto Rican struggle for independence and 
socialism in Puerto Rico; we unite with the Asian-American 
struggle for domestic and human rights; we unite against 
oppression of minority nationalities; we unite with the 
oppressed White classes on progressive goals and with 
revolutionary Whites on socialist revolution in the U.S.; and 
we unite with progressive international countries, 
movements and organizations on common goals. That, in 
itself, will divide the enemy, yet we must divide him further 
while uniting our forces further at every stage. Victory is 
dependent on our doing just that. 


The other factor required to win is determination. 
Even a people alone, if it comes to that, can win if they are 
determined to win. Otherwise, the weak could never beat 
the strong—or the few beat the many. There would be no 
Davids,only Goliaths; no Cubas, Viet Nams, Mozambiques, 
Angolas, Zimbabwes, Nicaraguas or Grenadas...only U.S. 
imperialism. Most of these countries had some help, but all 
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started alone. Alone, with only a few and facing great odds, 
yet they struck the first blow for their freedom, determined 
to win or die. For an oppressed nation, fighting to win also 
means fighting with the determination to win or die. 


When a people fight with that determination, they 
discover that the enemy can die, too. They learn that the 
enemy is no cabbage—that is, all head and no buttocks. Just 
as he can hurt us, we can also hurt him. He ean strike in our 
community; we can strike in his; he at our food; we at his 
food;...our water, his water.... and so on. We have no 
factories; he does. We have no oil wells; he does. No 
railroads, no power plants....he does. He has more to strike 
with initially, but he also has more for us to strike at, and so 
to speak, more to lose. And so it goes, back and forth, round 
and round, in wider and wider circles until it engulfs the 
whole country and probably beyond. 


People's War is a gradual, intentionally drawn out, 
dragged-on war to prevent it from rapidly escalating beyond 
the point of sustainability—and to give the people time to 
learn war, to build strength, determination and to grow—and 
to wear the enemy down bit by bit until the balance finally 
changes in our favor to bring about his total destruction or 
capitulation to our demands for Independence, Land, 
Autonomous Districts and Socialism. Whichever comes first, 
our duty remains to build a truly liberated Black society and 
to support and wage world revolution until all people 
everywhere are free. 


Build to Win the War for Independence and Socialism 


Marion Penitentiary, IL — 10/10/80 
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PROLOGUE 


Sundiata Acoli was born January 14, 1937 in Decatur, 
Texas. He is a member of the Black Liberation Army and 
was previously a member of the Black Panther Party in 
Harlem, New York. Both organizations were primary 
targets of the government's COINTELPRO campaign that 
began against Black organizations in the 60's. 


On May 2, 1973 Sundiata and two comrades, Assata 
Shakur and Zayd Shakur, were traveling the New Jersey 
Turnpike. At that time, Assata Shakur was the main focus 
of a COINTELPRO orchestrated, hysterical nationwide 
"womanhunt." The implications were that she was to be 
"shot on sight." New Jersey State Troopers stopped the auto 
in which the three were traveling and subsequently opened 
fire on Assata while she was in the car with her hands in the - 
air. Zayd was killed, Assata was wounded and captured, one 
state tropper was killed and another wounded, and Sundiata 
was captured. The state then unleashed a hysterical mass 
media campaign to create an atmosphere that guaranteed a 
legal lynching. Sundiata and Assata were convicted for the 
death of the state trooper in separate trials. Both were 
sentenced to "Life plus 30 years consecutive" in the New 
Jersey State Prisons. 


Due to their political background, both were immedi- 
ately subjected to the harshest prison conditions possible. 
Sundiata was confined to the MCU Behavior Modification 
Isolation Unit at Trenton State Prison for almost five years 
in a cell smaller than the SPCA space requirement for a 90- 
pound German Shepard dog. He was then secretly trans- 
ferred over a thousand miles to Marion, Illinois to the 
maximum security federal concentration camp located deep 
in the Shawnee National Forest near the banks of the 
Mississippi River. He is currently confined there as a means 
of isolating him from all friends, family and attorneys, even 
though he is a state prisoner with no federal convictions, 
warrants or charges pending. 


A medical examination confirmed that Sundiata has 
been heavily exposed to tuberculosis since entering prison. 
At Marion, the prisoners are locked down all day except for 
two-hour exercise periods three times a week. There is no 
work, no pay,no schools (academic or vocational), no prison 
programs or organizations, no state law books in the legal 
library, no freedom of movement, and all mail and other 
forms of communication are heavily censored. Each of its 
eight housing units are kept strickly separated from the 
other. A prisoner from one housing unit is never allowed to 
come in contact with a prisoner from any other housing unit. 
Sundiata's conditions of confinement are similar to those 
meted out to other BLA P.O.W.'s who are confined in various 
prisons throughout the country. 


People who are concerned about the BLA P.O.W.'s 
and/or wish to order more copies of this book should 
contact: 


Creative Images 
P.O. Box 4226 
Newark, N.J. 07112 


BLACK LIBERATION AF 
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Other pamphlets available by Sundiata Acoli are: 


Some Solutions: Or Things to Do $1.50 


Available from: 


Creative Images 
P.O. Box 4226 
Newark, N.J. 07112 
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